Success in Earth Science.  Advice from former students who did well in my prior classes.

The last homework assignment I give for the class is to share some advice with the next class of students on how to do well in this class.  

Below are some of the responses.  The underlying theme is to come to class, take notes, study, do all the work.  I find that when students who have had my class gives the advice, this advice is more meaningful because it came from fellow students who have just done what you are about to do.

1. Come to class, every class, and come on time. She covers a lot of material and missing a lecture can be devastating. She also gives unannounced pop quizzes on the material covered in the last lecture so be prepared and review your notes before the next class.

2. Pay attention and take good notes.  Review the notes and summaries them before you leave the classroom.

3. Read the book or at least the chapter summaries before class. Also do the end of chapter questions.  This really helped me do well on the exams.

4. Keep up with the readings and homework’s.  It is easy to get behind and very difficult to get caught up.  This is a fast pace class and it is curtail to not only keep up but try to read ahead.

5. This class moves very fast so it is important to stay on top of things from the beginning. Do everything she suggests and you will do well. 

6. Get a study buddy that you can count on to take notes for you should you have to miss a lecture.

7. Ask lots of questions, the only stupid question is the one you don’t ask.   She is very good about answering what seems to be a stupid question with out making you feel stupid for asking. Remember you are not the only one with this question.

8. Review a little every day.  Don’t cram the night before an exam, it does not work. 

9. Get the chapter outlines off Mrs. Anderson’s web page they are very helpful. Also view the streamed films as well as the Power Points she has for the chapters.

10. Visit the publishers website. There is a lot of helpful information and practice quizzes there as well.  She sometimes uses these for her pop quizzes.

11. Most important…. Have fun in this class.  It is a lot of work but it is also very rewarding to learn new concepts while having fun.

12. Take lots of notes, good notes and review them often.  Also condense them as a way to study.  Study with a buddy. It makes the time go by faster and your study buddy may have a different perspective to offer.

13. Set a regular time to study and keep it. Study both with a buddy and alone. Get a tutor if you are still uncomfortable with the material.

14. (advice form a blind student)  If you have a disability, tell her and don’t be shy about it. She is very accommodating and will do what ever it takes to make sure you have what you need to succeed.  I loved her class she is a terrific teacher.

15. Work smarter, use time wisely, plan your success straightly and stick to it and I guarantee you will do well and enjoy the learning process.  I did.

