http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-iranterror21mar21,0,6266532.story?coll=la-home-headlines
Some U.S. Officials Fear Iran Is Helping Al Qaeda

They say intelligence suggests that the regime lets key figures plot. But the picture is cloudy.

By Josh Meyer
Times Staff Writer
March 21, 2006 [iran][hydra][alqaeda][iran thought by USFP decisionmakers][aiding hydra in iran][*****][use psci][355][469][***]

WASHINGTON — U.S. intelligence officials, already focused on Iran's potential for building nuclear weapons, are struggling to solve a more immediate mystery: the murky relationship between the new Tehran leadership and the contingent of Al Qaeda leaders residing in the country.

Some officials, citing evidence from highly classified satellite feeds and electronic eavesdropping, believe the Iranian regime is playing host to much of Al Qaeda's remaining brain trust and allowing the senior operatives freedom to communicate and help plan the terrorist network's operations.

And they suggest that recently elected President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad may be forging an alliance with Al Qaeda operatives as a way to expand Iran's influence or, at a minimum, that he is looking the other way as Al Qaeda leaders in his country collaborate with their counterparts elsewhere.

"Iran is becoming more and more radicalized and more willing to turn a blind eye to the Al Qaeda presence there," a U.S. counter-terrorism official said. 

The accusations from U.S. officials about Iranian nuclear ambitions and ties to Al Qaeda echo charges that Bush administration figures made about Iraq in the run-up to the U.S.-led invasion three years ago.

Those charges about Iraq have been discredited. And in the case of Iran, some intelligence officials and analysts are unconvinced that Al Qaeda operatives are being allowed to plot terrorist acts. If anything, they suggest, the escalating tensions between Shiite and Sunni Muslims in Iraq would logically cause Iran's Shiite government to crack down on Al Qaeda, whose Sunni leadership has denounced Shiites as infidels.

A U.S. intelligence official said he did not see any relaxation in Iran's restrictions on Al Qaeda members.

"I'm not getting the sense that these people are free to roam, free to plot," the official said. 

Still, the official acknowledged that the relationship between Tehran and Al Qaeda officials within Iran was largely unknown to U.S. and allied intelligence, especially since Ahmadinejad's election last summer.

To some U.S. intelligence officials, what worries them most is what they don't know.

"I don't need to exaggerate the difficulty in determining what these people are up to at any given moment," the intelligence official said.

The U.S. counter-terrorism official was more blunt. "We don't have any intelligence going on in Iran. No people on the ground," he said. "It blows me away the lack of intelligence that's out there."

U.S., European and Arab intelligence officials spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the issues publicly. 

Ties between Iran and Al Qaeda were highlighted by the Sept. 11 commission, which disclosed a wealth of details about such connections in its final report. The commission said Iran and Al Qaeda had worked together sporadically throughout the 1990s, trading secrets, including some related to making explosives.[**************] [***********]

Iranian representatives to the United Nations did not return repeated phone calls seeking comment. 

In November, the State Department's third-ranking official, Undersecretary R. Nicholas Burns, said the U.S. believed "that some Al Qaeda members and those from like-minded extremist groups continue to use Iran as a safe haven and as a hub to facilitate their operations."[check November 2005][govt and/or external][********]

A year ago, Iranian delegates to a global counter-terrorism conference circulated a document describing Iran as "a major victim of terrorism." The document blamed links between drug trafficking and terrorism for "thousands of security problems," especially along Iran's eastern border with Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Al Qaeda operatives and family members have lived in Iran for years, many since late 2001, when they fled the U.S.-led bombing of Afghanistan. Many other Al Qaeda figures fled to Pakistan — a U.S. ally — and are believed to be there still. 

Four months ago, Iran declared that no Al Qaeda members remained in the country, but U.S. officials reject the claim. At other times, Iranian officials said that Al Qaeda members were kept under house arrest and their activities monitored.

In Tehran, analysts said American officials were misreading Iran's intentions. The fact that the government has not heeded U.S. demands to turn over Al Qaeda suspects should come as no surprise given the state of relations between the two countries, said Nasser Hadian, a political analyst at Tehran University.

"They won't. Why should they" without receiving something in return? he said. 

Some of the suspects have been indicted in the United States in connection with terrorist attacks, including the 1998 bombings of two U.S. embassies in East Africa, but Iran has refused to extradite them.

Among them is Saif Adel, believed to be one of the highest-ranking members of Al Qaeda, behind Osama bin Laden and Ayman Zawahiri. Whatever restrictions might be placed on the network's activities within Iran, Adel — who has a $5-million U.S. bounty on his head — was able last year to post a lengthy dispatch about Al Qaeda activities in Iran and Iraq that was widely circulated on the Internet. U.S. intelligence officials consider the posting authentic.

In the dispatch, Adel said he had used hide-outs in Iran to plot with Abu Musab Zarqawi to make Iraq the new battleground in the group's war against the United States. Iran had detained many of Zarqawi's men, Adel wrote, but they ultimately slipped into Iraq and began attacking U.S. forces.

U.S. officials say intelligence suggests that Al Qaeda operatives have engaged in at least some terrorist planning from Iran, including Adel's alleged orchestration of suicide bombings in Saudi Arabia in May 2003 and the masterminding of several attacks in Europe.

For several years, the U.S. counter-terrorism official said, satellite feeds have helped officials monitor some of the day-to-day activities and movements of Adel and other senior Al Qaeda operatives in Iran. The intelligence suggests that the Al Qaeda leaders have been monitored by Iranian authorities but could move and communicate somewhat, the official said.

U.S. officials also said that other senior Al Qaeda figures — including Zarqawi, now the group's point man in Iraq — had moved in and out of Iran with the possible knowledge or complicity of Iranian officials.

The Al Qaeda members in Iran include three of Bin Laden's sons. Some of his wives and other relatives are suspected of being there as well, as is Al Qaeda spokesman Sulaiman abu Ghaith, U.S. officials say. 

Of special concern, they said, is the number of Al Qaeda operatives in Iran who are of Egyptian descent and loyal to Zawahiri, the Cairo-born physician who merged his Egyptian Islamic Jihad with Al Qaeda in the years before the Sept. 11 attacks. 

Adel is a former Egyptian police official. In addition, U.S. officials confirmed intelligence showing that three other Al Qaeda operatives with Egyptian roots — Abdallah Mohammed Rajab Masri, also known as Abu Khayer; Abdel Aziz Masri; and Abu Mohamed Masri — are in Iran. Authorities believe them to be, respectively, the head of Al Qaeda's leadership council, a biological weapons expert who heads the network's effort to develop weapons of mass destruction; and its top explosives expert and training camp chief.[**************]

The U.S. counter-terrorism official said the Egyptians' presence was troubling because Tehran for more than a decade has supported Egypt's two largest militant groups — Egyptian Islamic Jihad and Gamaa al Islamiya — in their violent campaign to topple the Cairo government.

Though the Sunni-Shiite divide has prompted Tehran in the past to say it had "no affinity" with Al Qaeda, U.S. officials believe there is a history of cooperation between Iran and some Sunni militant groups, including Al Qaeda. Iran nurtures such ties, they say, to enhance its regional influence and punish Arab political foes through intimidation and violence.

Bin Laden sent Adel and others to Iran and Lebanon in the early 1990s to learn bomb making from Iranian intelligence and Hezbollah, the Iran-affiliated militant group, U.S. officials say. They fear he and other Egyptians may still have ties with Iran's military and intelligence services.

The Sept. 11 commission concluded that Iran had harbored Al Qaeda operatives wanted in the U.S. embassy bombings in East Africa and other terrorist attacks.

It quoted one top Al Qaeda official as saying Iran had made a "concerted effort to strengthen relations with Al Qaeda" after the 2000 attack on the U.S. warship Cole in Yemen. [9/11 report][********] 

Imprisoned top Al Qaeda operatives also have told U.S. officials that Iran let Islamic militants traveling to and from Afghanistan and Pakistan pass freely across its borders without passport stamps — including at least eight of the 19 future Sept. 11 hijackers, the nowdisbanded commission said.

The panel strongly urged the Bush administration and Congress to investigate the ties between Iran and Al Qaeda. Recently, commission member Timothy Roemer said in an interview that Washington still had not adequately addressed those ties.

U.S. and allied intelligence agencies say that, more recently, they have picked up indications of closer cooperation. The intelligence includes European wiretaps of militants discussing how Iranian officials would help them or look the other way.

U.S. officials fear Ahmadinejad may be strengthening ties with Al Qaeda with the help of Iranian intelligence and military agencies, particularly the Revolutionary Guards.

The intelligence official and others noted that Ahmadinejad himself rose through the ranks of the guards, an elite military unit. U.S. government officials have accused the guards of financing and orchestrating terrorist acts in the region by groups including Hezbollah, which is suspected of blowing up U.S. military facilities and embassies in the 1980s and killing hundreds of Americans.

Rep. Brad Sherman of Sherman Oaks, the ranking Democrat on the House International Relations subcommittee on terrorism and nuclear proliferation, who receives classified briefings on Iran, said U.S. intelligence indicated that Tehran was engaged in some kind of collaboration with Al Qaeda leaders.

"The cooperation is substantial," Sherman said. "Key operatives of the most successful terrorist organization in history are spending their time in the No. 1 state sponsor of terrorism…. That is of massive concern."

U.S. officials fear that an Iranian hard-line faction or even a rogue official could conspire with Al Qaeda or provide access to the country's military arsenal.

Despite the mutual antipathy between Sunnis and Shiites, some U.S. officials argue that the Iranian regime and Al Qaeda share a common enemy — the United States — and that both oppose the establishment of a pro-Western democracy in Iraq.

John D. Negroponte, the director of national intelligence, told Congress on Feb. 2 that Iran was engaged in a broad campaign "to disrupt the operations and reinforcement of United States forces based in the region, potentially intimidating regional allies into withholding support for United States policy toward Iran and raising the costs of our regional presence" for the U.S. and its allies. [see Negroponte hearing on February 2, 2006][*************]
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-briefs25.4mar25,1,7151689.story?coll=la-headlines-world
IN BRIEF / SOMALIA

73 Killed in Clashes With Islamist Fighters

From Times Wire Reports
March 25, 2006 [Somalia][horn of Africa][hydra] [alqaeda known to be moving back in as east Africa redoubt] [use psci][469]

Three days of fighting between Islamist militia fighters and forces opposed to clerics' growing power have left at least 73 people dead in Mogadishu. 

Fundamentalist Islamic clerics portray themselves as an alternative to clan-based fiefdoms and the struggling transitional federal government. 

But businessmen and warlords who formed an armed alliance last month call the clerics terrorists and accuse them of killing moderate Muslim intellectuals, scholars and former military officials.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-pakistan25mar25,1,27917.story?coll=la-headlines-world
Pakistani Forces Kill 18 Militants

Security officials say the fighting began when a government outpost was attacked in the volatile North Waziristan tribal region. One soldier dies.

By Zulfiqar Ali
Special to The Times
March 25, 2006 [paki][followup] [paki is alqaeda and Taliban central] [though most Americans don’t know] [it is well known elsewhere] [campaign musharraf launced last year or year before] [clearly tacti us help] [though for political reasons largely cryptic] [also see today’s] [govt] [where musharraf received potential payback] [visa canceled for one of his critics] [*************][use psci][469][********]

PESHAWAR, Pakistan — Pakistani security forces shot dead at least 18 militants in the volatile North Waziristan tribal region near the border with Afghanistan early Friday, security officials said.

Syed Zaheerul Islam, administrator of the troubled region, said one soldier was killed and two others were wounded in the two-hour battle. He also said that foreign militants might be among the dead. The government claims could not be independently verified. 

Officials said the fighting began in the Tith Nary area, southwest of Miram Shah, the regional administrative headquarters, when militants attacked a government outpost. The attackers fired rockets on the troops and security forces returned fire, authorities said.

One security official said that Cobra helicopters were called in to assist ground forces in repulsing the attack. 

"We have not counted the bodies, but from the blood littered at the area and some eyewitnesses reports, we can presume that militants have suffered heavy casualties," the official said.

A recent wave of clashes has left nearly 200 militants dead in the region, officials said. Authorities have set a night curfew in Miram Shah to curtail attacks on security forces and government installations.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/25/international/middleeast/25zarqawi.html
March 25, 2006

Tactics

Iraq Qaeda Chief Seems to Pursue a Lower Profile 

By DEXTER FILKINS [–ir][hydra][insurgency] [violence and politics] [see piece in today’s] [govt] [general dempsey’s q&a via video conference yesterday at pentagon] [interesting new info on zarqawi] [use psci] [469] [**************] [also note, dexter filkins is back in –ir for NYTs] [I can’t recall a filkins piece for some time]
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the Jordanian terrorist and the head of Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia, has sharply lowered his profile in recent months, and his group claims to have submitted itself to the leadership of an Iraqi.

In postings on Web sites used by jihadi groups, Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia, the terrorist network's arm in Iraq, claims to have joined with five other guerrilla groups to form the Mujahedeen Shura, or Council of Holy Warriors. The new group, whose formation was announced in January, is said to be headed by an Iraqi named Abdullah Rashid al-Baghdadi. Since then, Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia has stopped issuing its own proclamations. [too bad] [over past several months there have been multiple stories of alqaeda and local Iraqis having great differences] [if true, it would appear zarqawi wisely patched them up] [that would be a shame] [*************]

The Mujahedeen Shura, which continues to call for attacks against American and Iraqi forces, has stopped taking responsibility for large-scale suicide attacks against civilians, and it has toned down its fierce verbal attacks against Iraq's Shiite majority. 

Mr. Zarqawi's group also appears to have stopped, at least for now, the practice of beheading its captives. Since last summer, the group has begun to carry out attacks outside Iraq. [is it because zawahiri told him that it was bad pr][?] [I recall early this year or perhaps late last] [zawahiri story wherein alqaeda’s number 2 was lamenting zarqawi’s tactics] [*************]

The activities seem to follow closely the advice in a letter believed to have been written last year by Ayman al-Zawahiri, Al Qaeda's second in command. 

Previously, Mr. Zarqawi's group celebrated large-scale civilian massacres, and often made videos of the attacks and of beheadings and posted the videos on jihadi Web sites. Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia, which is dominated by followers of Islam's Sunni sect, also boasted of the mass killing of Shiite civilians, whom it labeled derogatorily as "converters." 

While it is impossible to verify the claims on the Web sites, experts believe it significant that Mr. Zarqawi apparently feels the need to send such signals, which offer clues about what he and other senior jihadi leaders might be thinking and doing. 

Since the announcement of the Mujahedeen Shura in January, Mr. Zarqawi has stayed largely out of view. His last public statement, released a few days before the announcement, ranted in typical fashion against Americans and Jews but gave no sign that changes were afoot.

American and Iraqi officials, as well as independent terrorism experts, are divided on the signals from Al Qaeda. Most believe that Mr. Zarqawi is alive, in Iraq, and still in charge of Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia. They say the group remains the leading suspect in the Feb. 22 attack against the Shiite shrine in Samarra, which set off a wave of sectarian violence. No group has taken responsibility for that attack.

Sectarian attacks have helped bring Iraq to the brink of full-scale civil war. A document obtained by the Americans in January 2004, and believed to have been written by Mr. Zarqawi, calls for attacks on Shiites in order to bring about a sectarian bloodbath.

American and Iraqi officials concede that they know little about the Mujahedeen Shura or of Mr. Baghdadi or, indeed, whether they exist at all. The officials say the proclamations by Al Qaeda and the Mujahedeen Shura, as well as the claim that an Iraqi is in charge, are probably ploys to give the illusion of changes that have not taken place.

"Propaganda is a critical component of his efforts, and that's what's involved here," said an American intelligence official. "It's a shift in tactics, not a real change."

In the letter thought to have been written by Mr. Zawahiri, an Egyptian physician believed to be hiding along the mountainous border between Pakistan and Afghanistan, Mr. Zarqawi was told that he needed to cultivate local support in Iraq to ensure the survival of his movement. The letter was captured by the Americans last summer. [I think I have the letter saved from the DNI website in English and Arabic separately in 2005 folder or 2006][**********]

The letter suggested a role for a council that would unite the various insurgent groups and help lay the political groundwork for the day the Americans depart.

It also questioned Mr. Zarqawi's emphasis on killing Shiites, suggesting that such killings alienated Iraqis and detracted from the larger goal of driving out the Americans. For the same reasons, the letter said, it was not necessary to cut off the heads of captives. "We can kill the captives by bullet," the letter said. 

The letter also called for Mr. Zarqawi to "extend the jihad to secular countries neighboring Iraq." In recent months, Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia has taken responsibility for a number of attacks outside the country, including the suicide bombing of three hotels in Amman, Jordan, in November, which killed more than 57 people. The group has also said it fired rockets from Lebanon into Israel last December, and a pair of missiles at American naval vessels in Aqaba, Jordan, last August.

"Zarqawi wanted to hand over Al Qaeda to the Iraqis so he could move on to the next phase of jihad," said Rita Katz, the director of the SITE Institute, which tracks violent Islamist groups. Ms. Katz recently made such an argument in an opinion article in The Boston Globe.

Bruce Hoffman, a terrorist expert at the Rand Corporation's Washington office, said he believed that the Mujahedeen Shura and Mr. Baghdadi were real, but was unconvinced that Mr. Zarqawi had ceded control of Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia. Having brought the country to the brink of civil war, Mr. Zarqawi may have decided that it was a good time to step back as events in Iraq unfold, Mr. Hoffman said, "like a poker player."

There are other reasons why Mr. Zarqawi might want to take a less prominent role in Iraq. As a Jordanian, Mr. Zarqawi is a foreigner in Iraq, where family and blood lines count for a lot. In recent months, evidence has surfaced that Iraqi guerrillas resent the dominance of foreigners in the insurgency.

In addition, there have been growing indications that the large-scale suicide bombings directed at civilians were alienating Arab backers outside the country as well as ordinary Iraqis. Mr. Zarqawi is believed to depend heavily on money provided by Arabs from outside of Iraq. 

The suicide attacks on the three Jordanian hotels set off a wave of popular anger so furious that Mr. Zarqawi released an audio tape to explain his actions. Mr. Zarqawi did not apologize for the attacks — far from it — but he was clearly stunned by the vehemence of the reaction. "As for those Muslims who were killed," Mr. Zarqawi said on the tape, "we have not thought for even one moment about targeting them, even if they are sinful people."

Ms. Katz, the director of SITE, which provided the translations of his statements, said that even if he had stepped back, Mr. Zarqawi was probably still the dominant force in Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia.

Mr. Zarqawi has long made it clear that he sees Iraq as a stepping stone to the larger goal of overthrowing what he believes to be corrupt and secular regimes across the Arab world and re-establishing the Islamic Caliphate that reigned over the Middle East for centuries.

Whatever Mr. Zarqawi is up to, the successor organization, the Mujahedeen Shura, has lost no vehemence. In one of its most recent communiqués, it celebrated an attack on an American Humvee it claimed to have carried out this week in Miqadadiya, Iraq.

"A car bomb was detonated on a Crusader support patrol, resulting in the destruction of the Humvee and all who were in it," the statement said. "Thanks unto God." 

Scott Shane and Thom Shanker contributed reporting from Washington for this article.
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Somalis Bury Dead, Brace for Battle
Islamic Scholar Uses Lull in Fighting to Urge Talks for Militias

Associated Press
Monday, March 27, 2006; A11 [Somalia] [horn of Africa] [hydra] [followup] [past few days’ external] [alqaeda][*************][use psci][469]
MOGADISHU, Somalia, March 26 -- Radical Islamic militiamen and rivals buried their dead Sunday and brought in more fighters during a lull after four days of combat on the outskirts of Mogadishu, witnesses said. So far, at least 93 people have died and nearly 200 have been wounded in the violence.

A prominent moderate Islamic scholar appealed to the warring sides not to restart the fighting, which ranks among the deadliest in recent years in the nominal capital of this Horn of Africa country.

"I offer the warring sides a venue for them to talk to resolve their differences," Sharif Sheik Muhidin said.

Somalia has been without a working government for 15 years. The recent battles involve a militia supporting hard-line Islamic clerics who are trying to expand their influence and fighters loyal to businessmen and Somali warlords who have formed an alliance to oppose the religious movement.

Only junior commanders in the Islamic militia responded positively to Muhidin's call. Key leaders in the group remained silent, and the rival warlords and businessmen were wary of the offer.

The two sides have been fighting for supremacy in the city's northern and northeastern outskirts since Wednesday.

On Saturday, 300 Islamic militiamen staged a pre-dawn attack to capture the area's only working port, El Maan, and an airstrip on Mogadishu's northeastern outskirts. At least 20 people were killed in the fighting, but the attackers failed to reach the port and airstrip.

With the lull Sunday, combatants buried dead comrades and repaired their vehicles while the groups sent in more fighters with weapons and ammunition, witnesses said.

Somalia has had no effective government since 1991, when warlords ousted a dictatorship and then turned on each other, carving the nation of 8.5 million people into a patchwork of fiefdoms.

The International Crisis Group, a nonprofit organization that tracks conflicts, said al-Qaeda contributed to attacks on U.S. and U.N. peacekeepers in Somalia in the early 1990s. The group also said al-Qaeda used the country as a transit zone for terrorist attacks in neighboring Kenya and as a hiding place for some leading members.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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IN BRIEF / PAKISTAN

U.S. Shuts Consulate, Citing Security Threat

From Times Wire Reports
March 28, 2006 [paki][hydra] [well known to be Taliban and alqaeda redoubt] [paki military recently attacking warziristan (also Baluchistan)] [followup] [us involved but degree unclear] [************] [use psci] [469]

The U.S. Consulate in the northwestern Pakistani city of Peshawar has been temporarily closed because of a security threat, a U.S. official said.

U.S. Embassy spokeswoman Nida Emmons said the consulate would be shut until further notice. She declined to discuss the nature of the threat but said the consulate and Pakistani authorities were coordinating efforts to bolster security. 

Peshawar is the capital of North-West Frontier Province, which borders Afghanistan. On March 2, a suicide attacker detonated his explosives outside the U.S. Consulate in the port city of Karachi, killing a U.S. diplomat.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-briefs28.5mar28,1,1314391.story?coll=la-headlines-world
IN BRIEF / GEORGIA

2 Guards, 7 Inmates Killed in Prison Riot

From Times Wire Reports
March 28, 2006 [Georgia] [former ussr] [hydra] [the pankisi gorge (sp?)] [followup] [democratization] [use psci][469]

Police stormed a prison in Tbilisi, the Georgian capital, after inmates rioted in an alleged escape attempt, sparking a gun battle that left two guards and seven inmates dead, the Justice Ministry said. 

At least 10 guards were wounded in two hours of shooting at the Ortochala prison, where about 4,000 inmates are held, and several buildings in the compound were burned.

Officials were not sure how the inmates got their weapons but believe they were smuggled in
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-pakistan30mar30,1,6323966.story?coll=la-headlines-world
Pakistani Militant Leader Is Beaten

Fazlur Rehman Khalil, an ally of Osama bin Laden, was dragged from a mosque by assailants who held him for five hours, aides say.

By Mubashir Zaidi and Paul Watson
Special to The Times
March 30, 2006 [paki] [reverse violence] [instead of muslim sectarian] [muslim attacked by “gunmen”] [hard to know whether they are ISID or Musharraf’s or religious of another faith or just angry at Taliban and alqaeda using paki] [**********] [LATs only paper that’s been covering this stuff] [past week or two] [********] [use psci] [469]

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Gunmen on Wednesday attacked and seriously injured a longtime ally of Osama bin Laden whom U.S. authorities have linked to an alleged terrorist sleeper cell in California.

Fazlur Rehman Khalil, a signatory to Bin Laden's 1998 declaration of war on the United States and its allies, was severely beaten by eight armed men, supporters said.

The assailants dragged Khalil and his driver from a mosque in Tarnol, about three miles northwest of Islamabad, Pakistan's capital, as they attended evening prayers, said his spokesman, Sultan Zia.

Khalil is a former leader of Harkat Mujahedin, a militant group linked to Al Qaeda that he founded as Harkat Ansar to fight Soviet forces in Afghanistan in the 1980s. The U.S. labeled Khalil's group a terrorist organization in 1997, but it has continued its anti-Western jihad, or holy war, under the new name, Jamiat ul Ansar.

Khalil's attackers held him for five hours, tying a rope around his neck and beating him with rifle butts before dumping him in front of a mosque on Islamabad's outskirts, his spokesman said. "He was left in a very serious condition with a severe head injury. However, he has survived with the grace of God," Zia said. Khalil was taken to a hospital in Rawalpindi, adjacent to the capital. 

In June, the FBI arrested Lodi, Calif., ice cream truck driver Umer Hayat, 48, and his son Hamid, 23, and charged them with training in one of Khalil's camps in Pakistan for attacks in the U.S. The men are on trial in a Sacramento court. The prosecution rested its case Tuesday. [see today’s govt] [for info on mousaoui and other trials] [*******]

Khalil co-signed Bin Laden's 1998 fatwa, or religious edict, that declared it "an individual duty" for Muslims to kill American civilians and troops, or their allies, anywhere they could be found in the world.

Bin Laden's deputy, Egyptian physician Ayman Zawahiri, and two other Egyptian and Pakistani extremists also signed the declaration by the so-called World Islamic Front for Jihad against the Jews and the Crusaders.

That same year, then-President Clinton ordered an attack with Tomahawk cruise missiles on targets in Afghanistan to kill Bin Laden after Al Qaeda attacks on two U.S. embassies in East Africa left at least 224 people dead. The strikes also targeted Khalil's camps near the eastern Afghan town of Khowst. 

Intelligence assessments concluded that the missile strikes missed Bin Laden by a few hours, but Khalil claimed several of his fighters were killed in the airstrikes. 

In testimony before the 9/11 Commission in 2004, Clinton's national security advisor, Samuel R. "Sandy" Berger, said an undisclosed number of agents from the Pakistani military's Inter-Services Intelligence agency also died in the strikes on the camps. The powerful ISI was long associated with Khalil and other militant groups. [ISI is the Western acronym of ISID] [************]

Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf banned Khalil's militant group in 2001, after he ended support for the Taliban regime in neighboring Afghanistan and joined the U.S.-led war on terrorism after the Sept. 11 attacks.

Pakistani authorities arrested Khalil in 2004 when he was accused of aiding militants crossing into Afghanistan to attack U.S.-led forces.

He was detained at least two more times but was released each time under what Pakistan's government insisted was close supervision to ensure he didn't engage in militant activities.

As late as 2004, Khalil continued to raise funds and rally militants to wage jihad against the U.S. in a magazine called Al Hilal, published from his headquarters, in a mosque next to a school and across from an army base in Rawalpindi. 

A November 2003 edition of the magazine featured an advertisement on the back page, announcing the "All-Pakistan Training Convention of Jamiat ul Ansar Activists," at Khalil's headquarters.

Times special correspondent Zaidi reported from Islamabad and staff writer Watson from New Delhi.
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-briefs30.1mar30,1,3743806.story?coll=la-headlines-world
IN BRIEF / SAUDI ARABIA

8 Linked to Oil Plant Attack Among 40 Held

From Times Wire Reports
March 30, 2006 [Saudi] [middle east] [hydra] [alqaeda] [followup to a month or so ago] [attack on huge Saudi oil facility] [alqaeda claimed credit] [***********] [use psci] [469]

Saudi Arabia said it had arrested 40 suspected militants, including eight who were linked to an attack on the world's largest oil processing plant last month for which Al Qaeda claimed responsibility. 

Security forces also seized 100 grenades and dozens of assault rifles in raids in several parts of the kingdom, an Interior Ministry spokesman said.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-briefs30.4mar30,1,4923457.story?coll=la-headlines-world
IN BRIEF/FRANCE

Algerian Sentenced to 10 Years in Subway Blasts

From Times Wire Reports
March 30, 2006 [france] [eu] [Algerian convicted in france] [followup] [*******] [use psci] [469] [****************]

An Algerian was convicted and sentenced to 10 years in prison for acting as a banker for and giving logistical support to Algerian terrorists who bombed the Paris subway in 1995. 

Rachid Ramda was the subject of a 10-year extradition fight with Britain, which handed him to France in December. [see 2005’s external: December] [******] 

At the start of his trial last month, Ramda proclaimed his innocence and expressed sympathy for victims of the string of attacks in the Paris Metro, which killed eight people and injured more than 100. He refused to participate further in the trial.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/01/AR2006040101465.html
Courted as Spies, Held as Combatants
British Residents Enlisted by MI5 After Sept. 11 Languish at Guantanamo

By Craig Whitlock
Washington Post Foreign Service
Sunday, April 2, 2006; A01 [pows] [both us and uk] [atypical behavior due to 9/11 and other jihadi attacks] [says something about how west has responded] [the abyss is looking back at them, perhaps] [also extraordinary renditions] [see also separate piece save as mi5-cia detainees.doc in 2006] [use psci] [355][469]
LONDON -- As they tried to board a flight at Gatwick Airport in November 2002, three Arab residents of Britain were pulled aside by security agents. Police had questions about their luggage and ties to a radical Islamic cleric. After four days in custody, the men were cleared of suspicion and resumed their trip.

But British intelligence officials weren't ready to drop their interest in the men. Before the three flew out of the country, the MI5 security service sent cables to a "foreign intelligence agency," according to court testimony and newly declassified MI5 documents, calling the men Islamic extremists and disclosing their destination: Gambia, a tiny West African country.

When they arrived on Nov. 8, they were detained by Gambian and U.S. intelligence operatives, who interrogated them again, this time for a month, British and U.S. documents show. Then two of the men, Bisher al-Rawi and Jamil el-Banna, disappeared into the netherworld of the U.S. government's battle against terrorism, taken first to a prison in Afghanistan, then to the Naval detention center at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

The primary purpose of this elaborate operation, documents and interviews suggest, was not to neutralize a pair of potential terrorists -- authorities have offered no evidence that they were planning attacks -- but to turn them into informers.

U.S. and British efforts to infiltrate Britain's Islamic underground went into high gear after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, the documents show. The two men, acquaintances of the radical cleric Abu Qatada, were singled out by MI5 for threats, cajoling and offers of cash and protection if they would channel information. Although one of them offered some assistance, MI5 wanted more.

Rawi, 38, and Banna, 43, remain at Guantanamo. They have told their attorneys that U.S. and British intelligence operatives have visited them repeatedly there and in Afghanistan, renewing demands that they inform, offering them freedom and money in exchange. Both men say they have refused.

A review of hundreds of pages of documents recently released by the U.S. Department of Defense, a British court and the men's attorneys illustrates how the U.S., British and Gambian governments worked together in an operation that circumvented their judicial systems and, through a process known as extraordinary rendition, had two men incarcerated who had not been charged with breaking any law.

George Brent Mickum IV, a Washington lawyer who represents both men, acknowledged that they were friends of Abu Qatada. But he said neither shared the cleric's radical beliefs nor represented a security risk to the United States.

He said he was still trying to understand why British intelligence would engineer their seizure. "Either it was an attempt to put these guys at risk and to use them to find evidence that would implicate Abu Qatada," he said, "or it was an attempt to bring them within the closer control of MI5."

Spokesmen for the Pentagon, the CIA and the U.S. Embassy in Banjul, the Gambian capital, declined to comment for this article. MI5 has a policy of not commenting to the media.

The British Foreign Office released a statement last week denying complicity by the British government: "The United Kingdom did not request the detention of the claimants in the Gambia and did not play any role in their transfer to Afghanistan and Guantanamo Bay."

A Foreign Office spokeswoman said she could not answer questions because of a pending lawsuit seeking to force the British government to intercede on the men's behalf. On March 22, the government said it would ask for Rawi's release; its previous position was that it could not intercede for a non-British citizen.

The case has caused a political uproar in Britain. Critics say the documents show the British government has helped place people in Guantanamo, despite its claims that the prison is strictly a U.S. operation.

A parliamentary committee is investigating. "The key issue that certainly concerns me is whether our government, the British government, was involved in something that I would consider to be unlawful," said Andrew Tyrie, the committee chairman. "I don't want to live in a country that could be complicit in such abuses."

Rawi came to Britain as a teenager in 1984 with his family from Iraq, where his father had been tortured by Saddam Hussein's secret police, family members said in interviews. He attended British schools but was a self-described poor student who didn't need to find a job because his family was wealthy. He retained his Iraqi citizenship in hopes of reclaiming confiscated family property if Hussein's government ever fell.

One day after the Sept. 11 attacks, two MI5 agents knocked on the door of the house where he lived with his sister and her husband, family members said. The agents asked about Qatada, whom he knew from the mosque. "He was completely gobsmacked," said Nomi Janjua, his brother-in-law. "He said, 'What? Secret services?' I started laughing because we couldn't believe it."

Rawi agreed to become an unpaid informer, according to the family and his attorneys, a claim that the British government has acknowledged in court without elaborating. Although he kept details of his talks with MI5 to himself, British agents quickly became a presence at the family's house. They telephoned so often that his relatives complained, forcing MI5 to give him a mobile phone and meet him elsewhere.

Sometimes the contacts were unfriendly, family members recalled. Once, when he took his mother to an airport, agents pulled him aside for a long interrogation.

MI5 documents show that some agents came to have reservations about whether he was carrying out their orders. He tried to end the relationship in the summer of 2002, upsetting his handlers.

Banna, a Palestinian with Jordanian citizenship, came with his wife to London in 1994 from Pakistan. He had worked in an orphanage in Peshawar, where he met Qatada, a fellow Jordanian.

After the Sept. 11 attacks, Banna also received a visit from two intelligence agents, one British and one American, according to his wife, Sabah. The agents inquired about Qatada. He resisted their pressure to become an informer, she said, but they kept it up.

In late 2002, Banna and Rawi made plans to go to Gambia. The purpose of the trip, they have said, was to help Rawi's brother, Wahab, set up a peanut-oil processing plant. In an interview, Wahab al-Rawi said he had invested $225,000 in the venture and had recruited his brother, Banna, and two other friends as partners.

On Oct. 31, 2002, as Banna was packing for the trip, an M15 agent called at his London home and pressed him again to infiltrate extremist circles on behalf of British intelligence, either domestically or in a Muslim country.

"He did not give any hint of willingness to cooperate with us," the unnamed MI5 agent wrote in a report. "I returned to the choice which he could make; he could either continue as at present, with the risks that entailed, or he could start a new life with a new identity. . . . It was quite possible that he could find himself swept up in a further round of detentions."

In an interview, Sabah el-Banna said she didn't recall details of the conversation except that the agents assured Banna that he could fly to Africa. "They said, 'No, no -- go ahead. Good luck in your business." MI5 records confirm that Banna was given clearance to go.

The detention at Gatwick delayed the three travelers' arrival in Gambia by seven days. It has led to speculation by the men's attorneys and families that the delay gave the CIA time to position operatives in Gambia.

On Nov. 8, Wahab al-Rawi, who was already in Gambia, and a business partner drove to the Banjul airport to meet the travelers. There, all five men were taken into custody.

Gambian officials initially said there was a visa problem. But the men were soon locked up and moved to hidden locations and safe houses around the capital. American spies acted as if they were in charge, Wahab al-Rawi said. A brawny man who identified himself as Lee and said he was from the U.S. Embassy spent days questioning the men. He wanted to know about their ties to Qatada, whether the peanut business was a front for terrorist activities and whether they hated Americans.

Wahab al-Rawi said he refused to cooperate at first, demanding that he be allowed to contact a lawyer and the British Embassy. "Lee said, 'Who do you think asked us to arrest you? Where do you think this information came from, the questions we are asking you?' " Wahab al-Rawi said.

After four weeks, Wahab al-Rawi and one of the business partners -- both British citizens -- were released and put on a flight back to London. A third partner, a Gambian citizen, also was let go. But Bisher al-Rawi and Jamil el-Banna were flown to Afghanistan.

They have given their attorneys this account of their arrival there: They were taken to a prison near Kabul, the capital, and kept in the darkness for two weeks, with loudspeakers blaring music around the clock. Later they were transferred to a prison at Bagram air base.

Rawi and Banna said they were asked by CIA operatives in Afghanistan whether they would serve as informants, said Mickum, their attorney. Banna was offered increasing sums of money and a U.S. passport to work for the CIA, but refused, Mickum said.

A few weeks later, they were flown to Guantanamo Bay. On March 12, 2003, Rawi wrote a sardonic letter to his family in London.

"Dear Mum and family," it read. "I'm writing to you from the seaside resort of Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. After winning first prize in a competition, I was whisked to this nice resort with all expenses paid (I did not need to spend a penny). . . . Everyone is very nice, the neighbors are very well-mannered, the food is best class, plenty of fun."[*****************] [*****************]
Rawi told his lawyer he was visited in Guantanamo at least six times by MI5 officials, including some of the same agents who had served as his handlers in London. They apologized for the turn of events, but asked whether he would still be willing to work for the agency if they could secure his release.

"He asked me a few questions about a few people here" in Guantanamo, Rawi said of one MI5 agent, according to a transcript of a U.S. military tribunal hearing. "He asked me, if I were released, where would I like to go? I mentioned a few places; I told him he could buy me a ticket to the moon."
In September 2004, the two were brought before tribunals that would determine whether they could be formally classified as "enemy combatants." The primary evidence against them: they knew Abu Qatada, and had wired money on his behalf to Jordan.

They were also accused of carrying a suspicious electronic device in their luggage to Gambia; British police who stopped them at Gatwick determined it was a battery charger, police reports show.

In testimony during the hearings, the detainees admitted knowing Qatada and helping him transfer the funds, which they said went to a charity. They said MI5 had been aware of all their activities and had encouraged them to interact with Qatada. They also pointed out that British police had them in custody just prior to their trip to Gambia and could have pressed charges if they were suspected of illegal acts.

"We were kidnapped in Gambia, not arrested," Banna said, according to a transcript of his hearing. "I don't even know what I have done. . . . If I were a danger to anyone, Britain would have put me in jail."

The tribunals ruled that both men should be classified as enemy combatants.

Researcher Julie Tate in Washington contributed to this report.

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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Terrorists' Web Chatter Shows Concern About Internet Privacy
Groups Advise Members on Anonymity, Avoiding Intercepts

By Yuki Noguchi and Sara Kehaulani Goo
Washington Post Staff Writers
Thursday, April 13, 2006; A14 [hydra] [new concerns about internet and govts being able to track them] [changing tactics and adapting] [use hydra2] [use psci] [469] [********]
Terrorist groups, which for years have used the Internet and its various tools to organize and communicate, are paying more attention to addressing security and privacy concerns similar to those of other Web users, counterterrorism experts say. [***]

The Internet has long been a convenient gathering place for radical Islamists advocating violence against Western influences, known as jihadists.[***] Through online chat, e-mail and Web postings, communities of people have relied on one another for advice, political debate, even movie reviews and biographical information on suicide bombers and religious leaders.

Recently, postings on jihadist Web sites have expressed increasing concern about spyware, password protection, and surveillance on chat rooms and instant-messaging systems. [******]

One forum recently posted a guide for Internet safety and anonymity on the Internet, advising readers of ways to circumvent hackers or government officials. [****]

"The Shortened Way of How to be Cautious; To the User of the Jihadi Forums, In the Name of Allah, the most Gracious and Merciful" was posted last month by an al-Qaeda-affiliated group calling itself the Global Islamic Media Front [***] and was translated by the SITE Institute, a group that tracks international terrorist groups. [***]

The posting advised Internet cafe users to set up a proxy -- a software program that erases digital footsteps such as Web addresses or other identifiable information -- before Web surfing. [***] "I advise you to carry this program in your e-mail and it should be with you anywhere you are," it said.

"There's a lot of things like that," said Evan Kohlmann, a consultant on international terrorism. Last month, Kohlmann said, he found a jihadist Web site posting pirated McAfee anti-spyware software, which the site encouraged users to download to avoid monitoring. "Technology is as much a part of their lives as it is part of our lives." [****]
Google Inc. and its growing arsenal of powerful software tools, for example, are both a boon and a bane for terrorist technologists who are increasingly wary that the programs might be turned against them to gather information about their activities. One of the jihadist Web sites cautioned its readers to "Beware of Google!!!" with specific warnings about its relatively new product Google Toolbar. [****] The posting cited another technology blog that said the tool could be configured to operate like spyware, finding data on computers remotely.

In recent months, Google Video has also become a favorite tool among jihadist groups for uploading and accessing videos, said Rita Katz, director and co-founder of the District-based SITE Institute. [*****]

Google said its privacy policy says the toolbar records keyword searches, the computer's Internet address and other identifying markers. Unless someone is using Google Toolbar's advanced features, it does not collect information about the Web addresses visited by the user, the policy says.

Microsoft Corp. and Yahoo Inc. declined to comment on their policies. Bruce Hoffman, a terrorism expert at the nonprofit research group Rand Corp., said that such postings indicate that electronic communication is still popular among terrorists but that they must constantly keep up with ways to avoid leaving electronic tracks. [***]

“This kind of tradecraft is essential to survival,” Hoffman said. They know the authorities are using wiretaps and monitoring satellite phones, so they are constantly trying to come up with ways to go around it, he said. When terrorist groups learned that the National Security Agency could track electronic communication only when it was in transit – not when it was sitting in an inbox – users started drafting messages in free e-mail accounts, then allowing others to log in to the accounts and read the drafts. No message ever had to be sent. “I would be surprised if this kind of electronic communication is diminished,” Hoffman said. “They are just going to greater efforts to obfuscate it. They are hoping that with the volume of e-mail traffic, if they take the appropriate precautions, they can [communicate] undetected.” [*******]
Like mainstream Internet users, terrorists have varying levels of technology knowledge, and plenty of other Web sites offer more prosaic advice for basic users.

"If an e-mail address ends with .sa, then this e-mail is registered [in] Saudi Arabia and can never be secure, and Saudi authorities can reach it at any time," said one recent posting, according to translations provided by SITE. [****] The guide advocated, instead, use of anonymous accounts through Microsoft's Hotmail or through Yahoo. "It is preferable to use long and difficult passwords, and that it should be changed every now and then," the posting said. [******]

Increased sophistication among users creates a kind of cat-and-mouse game between terrorists and law enforcement, experts said.

Chatter on jihadist Web sites often provides an important tactical and cultural window into how these group members think, communicate and coordinate, [******] Kohlmann said. Shutting each site down would be almost impossible, and potentially counterproductive to U.S. homeland security interests, he said. But communications have become so vast, with so many outlets and in so many forms, it has also become increasingly difficult for government agencies to monitor it all, he said.

There is no evidence that Internet companies such as Google, Yahoo and Microsoft have cooperated with federal spy agencies to monitor terrorist communications. But privacy groups point out that it would be fairly easy for the federal government to subpoena any of these companies' records or issue a national security letter to them, [****] essentially requiring them to turn over the data. In those instances, the companies would be precluded from disclosing publicly what they turned over to federal officials.

Yahoo and Microsoft's MSN are quiet about how much user data they save, and for how long, but Google makes clear that it wants to store more and more user data on its servers, said Daniel Brandt, founder of a privacy-advocacy Web site called Google Watch.

"From a jihadist perspective, they are absolutely right. They should avoid Google like the plague," Brandt said. [****]

Staff researcher Julie Tate contributed to this report.
© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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Terrorists Seen Turning to Campuses for Skills

France's arrests of students with alleged ties to militants point to new kind of training camp.

By Sebastian Rotella
Times Staff Writer
April 13, 2006 [hydra] [eu] [france] [universities as jihadis centers] [if a problem in Europe it shall eventually be one in US as well] [**********]

MONTPELLIER, France — The cellphone's trail led from bloodstained Fallouja to the engineering school here, a modern campus [****] where researchers in white coats stroll past labs and the breeze rustles through trees in courtyards dotted with pine cones.

Two years ago French investigators, aided by U.S. intelligence, detected calls from Iraq to a central figure in a suspected extremist cell in Montpellier. [****] French intelligence officials say the calls came from a militant leader in Fallouja involved in the grisly killing of four American military contractors by a mob on March 31, 2004, [**] an incident that became an icon of the savage conflict in Iraq. [*****]

The suspected cell included a group of Moroccan students accused of studying electronics, computer technology and telecommunications in the service of a North African terrorist group [****] allied with Abu Musab Zarqawi, the leader of Al Qaeda in Iraq. The group is sending fighters to Iraq, developing alliances across North Africa and plotting attacks in Europe, investigators say.

Officials say the case of the students, several of whom are under arrest, also illustrates a wider effort by terrorist networks to use universities and the Internet to replace former training camps in Afghanistan. [******] [cyber training camps] [replacing Afghanistan]

The well-off suspects appeared to thrive in this cheerful Mediterranean college town: dating, cramming for exams, hitting bars and nearby beaches. But their courses allegedly were a cover for acquiring expertise and designing explosive detonators for the network.

"They oriented their scientific studies to learn terrorist techniques," [**] a senior French anti-terrorism official said. "As people like this acquire knowledge and advance in the scientific community, they could become very hard for the police to detect. It was all quite sophisticated." [*******]

A number of top figures in Al Qaeda have academic backgrounds in the sciences. Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, the alleged mastermind of the Sept. 11 attacks, is an engineering graduate, as were Mohamed Atta and other members of the Hamburg cell that produced pilots for the attacks. Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, the convicted ringleader of the first World Trade Center bombing in 1993, is another engineer-turned-militant. [********]

In a recent book titled "The Next Attack," two former National Security Council experts say that militants remain obsessed with developing technological capacity. [****] The book describes bomb makers using Internet forums to reach out to academics for advice about electronics and chemistry. [I believe this is the Benjamin and Simon book] [*****] [need to get] 

The "responses suggest jihadists are able to draw on a wide range of highly skilled experts and that a significant number of Muslim scientists are prepared to help," Daniel Benjamin and Steven Simon write.

Friends of the suspects here question some of the evidence against them, including their alleged level of technical expertise. Nonetheless, the friends agree that extremist activity has grown at the University of Montpellier, where the approximately 1,100 Moroccan students are the biggest contingent of foreigners.

"There is no question there is recruitment, especially at the science faculty," said a Moroccan student leader who spoke on condition of anonymity. "I think it's because the science students are more naive. And at the same time, they are useful." [******]

The suspect students arrived in Montpellier in 2002 to find an immigrant community that is warm, welcoming and relaxed about class distinctions. Investigators say the students befriended Moroccan laborers involved in hard-core radicalism. At soccer games, prayers and traditional meals, the group coalesced around a key figure: Hamza Safi, a 21-year-old house painter and agricultural worker. [*****]

Three of the students were Hakil Chraibi, 23, son of a French-Dutch mother and a Moroccan doctor who had also studied here; Reda Barrazouk, 24, from an upper-middle-class Casablanca family; and Youcef Bouzzag, 21, also of Casablanca, whose father works for an international oil company.

In contrast to the dour and withdrawn attitudes of most members of the Hamburg cell, the engineering students enjoyed the local nightlife and became well-known leaders in Moroccan student circles, [****] investi gators and friends say.

Chraibi looked and sounded more French than Moroccan, and often visited maternal relatives in nearby Narbonne. He played flamenco guitar and was an emcee at a North African cultural show. He dated women from Scandinavia and Britain, his friends say.

Barrazouk enjoyed pubs, playing soccer and excursions to the French and Spanish coasts. But friends said he also seemed naive and overly deferential.

Despite their Western ways, the students were devout Muslims, praying five times a day, according to their friends. The U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 2003 pushed them over the line, the anti-terrorism official said. They spent hours discussing Iraq in sessions dominated by Safi, who declared that the time had come for action. [***********]

"Iraq is the key," said the anti-terrorism official. "Iraq is both land of jihad and a factory for terrorists." 

Safi made his first trip to Iraq in 2003 with a fourth engineering student, Said Baha. They returned to Montpellier a few months later, and Baha was later arrested on suspicion of extremist activity in Morocco, authorities say. 

In 2004, the Montpellier group came to the attention of French police because Safi received phone calls from a cellphone in Fallouja. There are suspicions that the phone was looted from one of the four slain U.S. contractors, according to court sources and reports in French newspapers. [********]

But a French intelligence official said investigators had confirmed only that the calls were made by a militant leader involved in the Fallouja killings, not that it was taken from one of the victims. Investigators have not disclosed the identity of the militant.

Last summer, police carried out an anti-terrorism raid here, charging laborer Hamid Bach, a 35-year-old father of three, with heading to the Middle East with Safi in 2004 to fight in Iraq. [***] Bach allegedly got as far as Syria before he backed out. He returned with orders to assist in terrorism plots in France and Italy, authorities said.

Safi continued to Iraq for the second time, and died in combat there, French intelligence officials say.

At the time, police chose not to arrest the students, preferring to keep them under surveillance. Chraibi had begun acting tormented and mysterious, friends said. He grew and shaved off a beard, alternated partying and dating with long sessions on his prayer rug. At a party last year, he refused to join other musicians in a jam session. 

"He said the guitar led him into temptation and music wasn't appropriate for him anymore," the student leader recalled. "We argued about it. I showed him religious texts…. I told him not to be ridiculous. But he insisted. That was a sign to me that he was fragile and could be manipulated."

With Chraibi, a computer engineering major, allegedly in a lead role, the students plunged into the clandestine world of the Algeria-based Salafist Group for Call and Combat. At the urging of Zarqawi and Osama bin Laden, investigators say, the network has broadened across North Africa and concentrated on sending fighters to Iraq and plotting strikes on Europe.

The students allegedly planned their course work to gather information and materials for the network. Expertise in electronics and telecommunications helped them develop sophisticated long-range detonators for bomb attacks, police say. In addition, they landed one-month paid internships with companies that gave them access to labs and the opportunity to order components in the name of their employers, investigators say. 

"They had completed at least one device and were building others," the French anti-terrorism official said. "There was travel to training facilities in the south of Algeria to share their knowledge and to receive instruction."

The students have confessed to preparing detonators for networks based in Algeria, where the government has fought a bloody war with militants. But investigators think there may have been targets in Europe, the official said. Arrests in France last year and in Italy last month indicated that the network was developing plans for attacks in Bologna and Paris, French and Italian authorities say.

In December, Chraibi abruptly left town after entrusting Barrazouk with a bag containing a laptop and other materials and the key to his campus apartment. He did not say where he was going, his friends say. 

Shortly before Christmas break, they said, Chraibi sent Barrazouk an e-mail asking to be picked up at the airport and adding, "Mission accomplished."

But Chraibi never returned. His family arrived days later from Morocco, anxious because he did not answer phone calls. The family made a police report and stayed at his apartment while they looked for him.

On Jan. 16, Barrazouk stayed up late with friends cramming for an exam. But at dawn, agents of the French anti-terrorism service kicked down his door. They also raided Chraibi's apartment, and told his stunned parents that he had been arrested in Algiers with other suspected terrorists. 

Meanwhile, Bouzzag was arrested at a university in Troyes in northern France. He had transferred there in September to major in telecommunications engineering, which the anti-terror ism official described as "a choice of academic specialization made in the interest of the network." 

The mood among Moroccan students here has turned wary. Despite the sinister image of budding bomb makers that officials paint, friends doubt the trio had the skill to assemble high-tech devices. "I don't think they were that good," [****] a fellow engineering student said.

Students fear French police and Moroccan spies as well as extremists. They see Barrazouk and Bouzzag as hangers-on and find Chraibi's behavior, and the whole case, hard to explain. [****]

"If it's true, it's a waste," the student leader said. "Our countries are full of misery. Scientists, engineers — those are exactly the kind of people we need."

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/14/world/asia/14qaeda.html
April 14, 2006

Qaeda Bomber Is Reported Killed 

By MOHAMMED KHAN and CARLOTTA GALL [afghan] [paki] [border region] [reportedly another “senior” alqaeda leader killed] [adul rahman] [alias Muhsin Musa Matwalli Atwa ] [alias Abdul Rahman al-Muhajir] [*****] [use psci] [469]
PESHAWAR, Pakistan, April 13 — A senior figure in Al Qaeda who was accused of taking part in the bombings of the United States Embassies in Tanzania and Kenya in 1998 was killed late Wednesday night in a Pakistani airstrike on a compound in the region along the Afghanistan border, two senior security officials said Thursday.

The death could not be independently confirmed, and no body was found. 

Pakistan's information minister, Sheik Rashid Ahmed, identified the man as Abdul Rahman, one of his aliases. He is known primarily to the F.B.I. as Muhsin Musa Matwalli Atwa, and he is sometimes known as Abdul Rahman al-Muhajir. He is on an F.B.I. list of "most wanted terrorists" with a $5 million reward on his head. According to the F.B.I. Web site, he was 41 and an Egyptian.

According to the Pakistani security officials, he was killed in the village of Anghar, about three and a half miles north of Miramshah, the capital of North Waziristan, the officials said, requesting anonymity because they are not authorized to speak to the news media. 

"He has been confirmed dead," one official said. "The confirmation is based on multiple intelligence sources."

Two American intelligence officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity because of the rules of their agencies, said they had not yet confirmed the Pakistanis' report that Mr. Atwa has been killed. But they said his death would be significant.

"He's Al Qaeda's leading expert on explosives — both a disseminator of knowledge on explosives and a guy who builds them," [***] one of the American officials said. 

The attack was carried out by two Pakistani-piloted Cobra helicopter gunships [****] that blasted the compound in Anghar after 11 p.m. Mr. Atwa had lived there for some time, one Pakistani security official said.

Besides, Mr. Atwa, four to six other foreign militants whose nationalities were not immediately known were also killed in the attack along with four local tribesmen, [*****]the Pakistani officials said. 

The officials said that militants had removed the bodies immediately after the attack and buried them at a secret location, making the job of finding the remains for DNA tests to confirm the identities very difficult. [*****]

Pakistan has asserted in the past that its forces had killed senior Qaeda operatives and foreign fighters in the tribal areas along Afghanistan's border, [*****] only to be unable to produce the bodies or evidence of the deaths. 

In January, a United States missile strike aimed at Ayman al-Zawahiri, a top deputy of Al Qaeda, reportedly killed four or five important Qaeda figures, including Mr. Zawahiri's son-in-law, but not the Qaeda leader himself. [*****]

The Pakistani officials said Thursday that information extracted from 19 militants captured in an ambush by security forces on April 5 in North Waziristan led them to Mr. Atwa. Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan, [****] a spokesman for the Pakistan Army, confirmed the attack on Anghar, but declined to speculate on the reported death of a senior Qaeda operative.

Mohammed Khan reported from Peshawar for this article, and Carlotta Gall from Kabul, Afghanistan.

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company
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Al Qaeda Operative Is Targeted

Pakistanis kill suspected militants in an airstrike, but it is unclear whether he was among the dead.

By Henry Chu and Zulfiqar Ali
Special to The Times
April 14, 2006 [afghan] [paki] [border region] [reportedly another “senior” alqaeda leader killed] [adul rahman] [alias Muhsin Musa Matwalli Atwa ] [alias Abdul Rahman al-Muhajir] [*****] [use psci] [469]

PESHAWAR, Pakistan — Security forces backed by helicopter gunships killed several suspected militants near the Afghan border in an airstrike sparked by intelligence that Al Qaeda operatives were hiding out in the area,[****] Pakistani officials said Thursday.

The officials said the principal target of the strike by Pakistani forces was Muhsin Musa Matwalli Atwah, an Egyptian member of Al Qaeda suspected [***]of being involved in the 1998 bombings of U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. Those blasts killed more than 200 people, including 12 Americans, and prompted Washington to offer a $5-million reward for Atwah's capture.

It was unclear late Thursday whether Atwah was one of the suspected militants who died in the attack in the village of Anghar in Pakistan's volatile North Waziristan region. The helicopters fired missiles and dropped bombs late Wednesday on a compound believed to be sheltering both foreign and Pakistani militants, leveling two mud-brick houses and killing nine people, including at least one child, residents said. [*******]

Pakistani Information Minister Sheik Rashid Ahmed told the Reuters news agency that Atwah was among the dead, [*****] but Pakistani military sources would not confirm the statement.

"I can't say [anything] about the presence or killing of any senior Al Qaeda man in the operation," said Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan, an army spokesman. He said, however, that "information about Al Qaeda people" in the region had triggered the attack. [*****]

A senior military officer said the intelligence came from 19 militants who surrendered to security forces after a face-off in North Waziristan this month. The militants told interrogators the arms they had used in an attack on a Pakistani security post were given to them by Atwah. [*******]

Residents of Anghar, a hamlet about four miles from Miram Shah, North Waziristan's chief hub, said a man in their village who appeared to be of Arab descent was known to be commanding militants in the area. Sources said Atwah was believed to be staying with four other foreigners in a part of the compound reserved as a guest house. [********]

In addition to reducing the suspected hide-out to rubble, the helicopters destroyed two vehicles laden with weapons that were parked inside the compound, residents said.

Atwah was indicted by a federal grand jury in New York along with 21 other Al Qaeda members, including Osama bin Laden, in connection with the attacks on the embassies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. [*****] He was one of more than a dozen militants accused of orchestrating the bombings, which caused U.S. officials to beef up security at diplomatic missions. 

Many of those indicted remain fugitives.

In Washington, one of the FBI's lead officials involved in investigating the embassy bombings said Thursday that Atwah was known as one of Al Qaeda's most experienced and deadly explosives technicians [*****] — not just in the 1998 attacks but in plots afterward as well. 

"This was not some guy with a few Bunsen burners," said the agent, who spoke on condition of anonymity because he is not authorized to discuss ongoing counter-terrorism activities. "He was extremely intelligent and extremely good at his craft. So if he has been killed or otherwise removed from the battlefield, Al Qaeda has lost one of their preeminent bomb makers." [********] 

If true, the agent said, "it is as big a victory as we could ask for. You take away the bomb maker, and you disrupt plots. His handiwork resulted in the deaths of more than 200 people and 5,000 injuries in a single day."

The agent said Atwah built both of the bombs used in the 1998 attacks, which occurred almost simultaneously but hundreds of miles apart. He said Atwah traveled from Kenya to Tanzania to participate in both plots, and that one of the photos on the FBI's "most wanted" flier of Atwah was the one he had used on his visa entering Tanzania from Kenya in the weeks before the attacks. [******]

A second FBI agent who also has been involved in the hunt for the indicted embassy bombing co-conspirators said Thursday that the agency had "no independent confirmation" of Atwah's death. The second agent also requested anonymity.

Another alleged conspirator in the East Africa blasts, a Tanzanian named Ahmed Khalfan Ghailani, was arrested in Pakistan two years ago after a shootout with authorities in the eastern city of Gujrat. The U.S. had offered a $25-million bounty for Ghailani's capture.[******]

U.S. and Pakistani officials say that the rugged border region that straddles Pakistan and Afghanistan is a nest of Al Qaeda operatives who went into hiding after the overthrow of Afghanistan's hard-line Taliban regime by U.S.-led forces in 2001. [*****] Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf, a key U.S. ally in the battle against terrorism, has pledged to root them out and has deployed tens of thousands of troops along the border.

A number of heavy clashes have erupted in the area in the last month. A helicopter strike similar to Wednesday's killed a senior Al Qaeda commander in North Waziristan in December.

Times staff writer Chu reported from New Delhi and special correspondent Ali from Peshawar. Times staff writer Josh Meyer in Washington and special correspondent Mubashir Zaidi in Islamabad, Pakistan, contributed to this report
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/14/world/middleeast/14iraq.html
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Al Qaeda's Man in Iraq Gets Encouragement From His HQ 

By EDWARD WONG [-ir] [alqaeda] [abu musab al-zarqawi] [contrary to last years’ pieces] [now cited in my chapter on iraq war as external source] [al Zawahiri was upset with zarqawi] [this suggests they’re making nice now] [*****] [use nsc ms] [use psci] [469]
BAGHDAD, Iraq, April 13 — Osama bin Laden's top lieutenant has released an Internet video calling on Iraqi insurgents to remain strong in the fight against Americans and praising the leadership of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, [*****] the Jordanian militant who directs Al Qaeda's operations in Iraq.

An introductory title on the video indicates that the lieutenant, Ayman al-Zawahiri, recorded the message last November, months after he is believed to have written a 6,000-word letter asking Mr. Zarqawi to refrain from slaughtering Shiites. [*****] 

In recent months, perhaps in response to the letter, Mr. Zarqawi has not personally taken responsibility for any major attacks in Iraq. 

"The Nation of Islam, I ask you to support your brothers, the mujahedeen in Iraq, and our brother, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, about whom I didn't see anything but good things the whole period I knew him," [****] Mr. Zawahiri said in the video, as translated by the SITE Institute, an organization that tracks terrorists' messages. "I know him to be true, and how he is defending Islam with all his powers." [*******]
In the video, Mr. Zawahiri wears a white turban and gray robes and has a thick beard, while an automatic rifle leans against a brown backdrop. A former physician from Egypt, he is believed to be hiding in the mountainous area that straddles Afghanistan and Pakistan. [*****]

“You, my brothers in Iraq, stay firm, stay firm, be ready, be ready,” he added. “Your enemy is now dizzy, and do not stop fighting until he is defeated by the grace of God.” [*****] 

That message came as violence continued to roil Iraq. Gunmen killed Mahmoud Ahmed al-Hashemi, the brother of a leading Sunni Arab politician, Tariq al-Hashemi.[****] A car bomb exploded at a market on the outskirts of Baghdad on Thursday evening, killing at least 15 and wounding 22, an Interior Ministry official said. 

In Hawija, in the north, insurgents killed two local contractors who delivered food to Iraqi Army units. Three men in Basra were abducted in two separate incidents; in one case, the kidnappers wore commando uniforms, officials said.

An American soldier was killed Thursday by a roadside bomb southwest of Baghdad, and a marine died from "enemy action" west of Baghdad on Wednesday, the military said.

The American military said Thursday that last month Iraqi troops killed Rafid Ibrahim Fattah, also known as Abu Umar al-Kurdi,[******] identifying him as a terrorist with ties to Mr. bin Laden and other senior Qaeda figures, in a raid near Abu Ghraib, The Associated Press reported.[*****]

The Iraqi government said a year ago that it had arrested a man with the same pseudonym and a similar background, but that report gave a different name for him, and it was unclear whether the reports referred to the same person.

The title sequence of Mr. Zawahiri's video indicates that the taping was done to honor the fourth anniversary of the American bombing of Tora Bora, the rugged area of Afghanistan scoured by American forces in December 2001 during a search for Mr. bin Laden and Mr. Zawahiri. [*****]

Mr. Zawahiri opened the video by offering his condolences to the victims of the enormous earthquake in Kashmir last fall, which killed tens of thousands. 

It is unclear why Mr. Zawahiri or Al Qaeda waited so long to release the video. Mr. Zawahiri appeared in three other videos that surfaced over the winter, after the November one was made. In the last one, dated March 4, he praised the Hamas victory in the Palestinian elections. [****]

This video appears at a time of conflicting reports about whether Mr. Zarqawi and his band of foreign fighters are closing their rift with some Iraqi insurgents who reportedly see them as interlopers.[****] Some American officials here and sheiks from Anbar Province, the heartland of the Sunni Arab insurgency, say the divisions, which emerged over the winter, seem to be fading.[***** Other officials say the split persists.

Mr. Zarqawi has adopted a lower profile in recent months. He has renamed his group the Mujahedeen Shura, or Council of Holy Warriors; it was called Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia, and before that, One God and Jihad. The new group supposedly includes leading Iraqi insurgents. Mr. Zarqawi also has not put out any Internet messages signed by himself and has not released any beheading videos, a staple of the war in 2004.

In his voluminous earlier letter to Mr. Zarqawi, dated July 9, Mr. Zawahiri advised him to avoid beheadings and warned him that the mass killings of Shiites would amount to "action that the masses do not understand or approve." The letter was released by Bush administration officials in October. [********] [use nsc ms]

The Washington Post reported this week that the American military started a propaganda campaign years ago to portray Mr. Zarqawi as a towering villain in order to galvanize Iraqi opinion against him. Some military officials have said that campaign has enlarged Mr. Zarqawi's reputation, The Post reported. 

Maj. Gen. Rick Lynch, a military spokesman who often attributes violence in Iraq to Mr. Zarqawi's group, released a statement in response saying Mr. Zarqawi was a substantial enemy, not a boogeyman concocted by the military.[********]
Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company
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Drives Outline Military Tactics

Computer devices sold at an Afghan bazaar appear to hold data showing how insurgents use Pakistan as a base for cross-border strikes.

By Paul Watson
Times Staff Writer
April 14, 2006 [afghan] [hydra] [insurgency] [followup] [reports of us documents, drives, flash memory, and so forth] [this is 3rd consecutive day LATs has covered story] [LATs broke it] [finally today NYTs also covered] [**********] [use psci] [469]

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — Maps, charts and intelligence reports on computer drives smuggled out of a U.S. base and sold at a bazaar here appear to detail how Taliban and Al Qaeda leaders have been using southwestern Pakistan as a key planning and training base for attacks in Afghanistan. [******]

The documents, marked "secret," appear to be raw intelligence reports based on conversations with Afghan informants and official briefings given to high-level U.S. military officers. Together, they outline how the U.S. military came to focus its search for members of Taliban, Al Qaeda and other militant groups [***]on both sides of the Afghan-Pakistani border.

In one report contained in a flash memory drive, a U.S. handler also indicates that the United States discussed with two Afghan spies the possibility of capturing or killing Taliban commanders in Pakistani territory.

Pakistan has long denied harboring Taliban leaders or training bases and has engaged in several well-publicized battles with insurgents in its tribal territories bordering Afghanistan. [*********]

But the documents contained on memory drives sold at a bazaar in front of the main gate of the Bagram air base suggest that although Pakistani forces are working to root out foreign Al Qaeda fighters from the northwestern tribal regions, the Taliban has been using Quetta, the provincial capital of Baluchistan in the southwest, as its rear guard for training and coordinating attacks, some by foreign Arab fighters, in Afghanistan. [*******]

The theft of the drives became the subject of a full-scale criminal investigation Wednesday, two days after the Los Angeles Times revealed the black-market operation.

The contents of the flash drives appear to be authentic documents, but the accuracy of the information could not be independently verified.

Military officials, however, acknowledged Thursday that the sale of the stolen drives posed a security risk.

"Obviously you have uncovered something that is not good for U.S. forces here in Afghanistan," said Col. Tom Collins, speaking from the public affairs office at the Bagram base. "We're obviously concerned that certain sources or assets have been compromised." [********]

In Washington, Lawrence Di Rita, a top aide to Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, said it was "too early to say" whether any commander in Afghanistan would be held responsible for failing to secure the drives.

The drives appear to contain the identities of Afghan sources spying for U.S. Special Forces that operate out of the Bagram base, which is the center of U.S. efforts to fight Taliban and Al Qaeda insurgents and includes a secretive detention and interrogation center for terrorism suspects flown in from around the world. [*********]

The memory drives also apparently include the identities of U.S. military personnel working in Afghanistan, assessments of targets, descriptions of American bases and their defenses, and maneuvers by the U.S. to remove or marginalize Afghan government officials it considers a problem.

Pakistani officials rejected the reputed intelligence Thursday. Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan, spokesman for Pakistan's armed forces, said the military promptly checks out information on insurgent activities that it receives from the U.S.-led coalition and that the intelligence sometimes proves incorrect.

"To make a sweeping statement like this, that people are taken to Pakistan to training camps and then brought back [to Afghanistan], is absolutely absurd, and I reject this information," Sultan said from Islamabad, the Pakistani capital.

U.S. intelligence and counter-terrorism officials have long been concerned about liaisons between Pakistani Inter-Services Intelligence agents and the Taliban and Al Qaeda.

The counter-terrorism officials have compiled intelligence alleging that ISI officials were looking the other way, or possibly aiding, as Al Qaeda and Taliban members plotted militant activity in the tribal territories of Pakistan. [********]

The concerns were disclosed publicly in a report to Congress last year by its independent research arm, the Congressional Research Service, which questioned whether Pakistan "is fully committed to fighting the war against terrorism." [*******]

"Among the most serious sources of concern is the well-documented past involvement of some members of the Army's Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) organization with Al Qaeda and the Taliban, and the possibility that some officers retain sympathies with both groups," [*******] the report said.

On the drives from the bazaar, reports from Afghan informants, marked "secret," outline efforts by U.S. Special Forces in the fall of 2005 to locate and target Taliban insurgents inside Pakistani territory. The focus fell on top Taliban leaders who informants said had been residing in Quetta and facilitating kidnapping and bombing missions around the southern Afghan city of Kandahar.

An October 2005 cable to U.S. commanders at Bagram, also marked "secret," said an intelligence source had reported that Taliban leaders met in a council of elders, or shura, in Quetta, on Sept. 25, just days before Afghanistan's parliamentary elections. In the meeting, the leaders apparently decided not to launch attacks on election day but to target government buildings and elected officials afterward, according to the documents on the drives.

"Al Qaeda will finance these activities through Mullah Matin, the Taliban finance liaison to Al Qaeda for southern Afghanistan," said an intelligence summary dated last year and marked "secret." "Al Qaeda is financing because they want the Taliban to keep fighting." [********]

A U.S. Army Special Forces officer in southern Afghanistan met in November with an Afghan source and an operative from Quetta to discuss how U.S. troops might go after Taliban leaders in Pakistan, according to the document on a drive sold at the bazaar Wednesday.

The source told U.S. Special Forces that the Quetta operative could lead them to Taliban "high value targets," or "TB HVTs" in the military shorthand, according to the document.

The Quetta operative "is willing to take American personnel to the current safesites of TB HVTs in Pakistan particularly Quetta and conduct on the ground reconnaissance/surveillance on their behalf with the endstate being the capture/kill of selected TB leaders," the report said.

The Afghan source warned the Special Forces officer "that it would be extremely difficult to capture a HVT and move them to Afghanistan even if they were dead," the report said.

The American then asked the source whether his contact in Quetta "could arrange specific direct-action operations in Pakistan on behalf of U.S. Forces," the document added.

The Afghan source also reported last year that Arabs, mainly Yemenis and Syrians, were going through Quetta on the way to carry out suicide bombings in Afghanistan.

"The aspiring suicide bombers are initially trained by insurgency elements in Iraq and then moved through Iran to Quetta where they are staged prior to transportation into Afghanistan," according to a report on the drive. [*********]

"A portion of the suicide bombers trained during the same cycle remain in Iraq to conduct attacks on behalf of the Sunni extremist entities," it added.

In what appears to be a recent computer slide presentation marked "secret," maps identify eight "major infiltration routes" for Al Qaeda and Taliban forces crossing from Pakistan into eastern and southern Afghanistan. [*******]

Documents based on conversations with informants outline how fresh Afghan recruits carrying English-language identity cards would be waved through border checkpoints into Pakistan, where they would train before returning to southern Afghanistan for suicide missions.

In Pakistan, the recruits were blindfolded "and loaded into trucks by armed guards who transported them into the mountains," the report continued.

They received eight days of instruction, including the use of soap to mold about 10 pounds of "nails, bolts, or whatever metal scrap is available" onto the top of a round container filled with explosives to make the blast more lethal, the report says. [******]

The U.S. struck at targets in Pakistan in the fall and early this year. A Jan. 13 attack, targeting Al Qaeda leader Ayman Zawahiri, killed about 18 villagers in the Bajaur region, a tribal area northwest of Peshawar. Officials later said Zawahiri had not been at the location.

A week earlier, local residents reported that U.S. forces crossed from Afghanistan's Khowst province into a village in Pakistan's North Waziristan that later was hit by fire from U.S. helicopters, killing eight people. The Pakistani military denied the incursion, but accused the U.S. of firing over the border into the village. American officials denied any knowledge of the attack.

A mysterious explosion in another North Waziristan village killed a top Al Qaeda bomb-making operative Dec. 1 in what Pakistani officials ruled an accident. A local newspaper reported, however, that missiles fired from a drone aircraft hit the house where the bomb-maker and up to five others were killed. [********]

The region has since been the site of intense fighting between insurgents and Pakistani military forces. That fighting continued Thursday, when an airstrike killed several suspected militants near the Afghan border. The attack was sparked by intelligence that Al Qaeda operatives were hiding out in the area, Pakistani officials said.

Times staff writer Peter Spiegel contributed to this report from Washington

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/14/world/asia/14afghan.html
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U.S. Investigates Sale of Secret Data in Afghan Market 

By CARLOTTA GALL [afghan] [hydra] [insurgency] [followup] [reports of us documents, drives, flash memory, and so forth] [this is 3rd consecutive day LATs has covered story] [LATs broke it] [finally today NYTs also covered] [**********] ditto] [use psci] [469]
KABUL, Afghanistan, April 13 — The American military said Thursday that it had ordered an investigation into reports that military data was being sold in an Afghan bazaar outside the main American air base at Bagram, north of Kabul.

The American commander in Afghanistan has also ordered a policy review of security and accountability of computer hardware and software across the command, the military's statement said. No arrests have been announced, a spokesman said. 

The military acted after The Los Angeles Times and The Associated Press reported that computer memory drives smuggled out of the base were being sold in shops.[****] Some drives bought by the reporters contained material marked secret as well as information about insurgency activities and names and personal details about American service members and Afghan agents working for the United States military.

"The commander of the Coalition's Combined Joint Task Force 76, Army Maj. Gen. Benjamin C. Freakley, has ordered an investigation into allegations that sensitive military items are being sold in local bazaars," the military statement said. "Members of the Army's Criminal Investigation Command are conducting an investigation into potential criminal activity."

"In addition, the commander of Combined Forces Command-Afghanistan, Lt. Gen. Karl W. Eikenberry, has directed a review of policies and procedures relating to the accountability of computer hardware and software," the statement said. "The review will extend across the command." 

An American military spokesman, Lt. Mike Cody, said he was not aware of any arrests in connection with the investigation, but he said such information might not be released until the investigation is completed. 

Hundreds of Afghans work on American bases in Afghanistan as cleaners, construction workers and interpreters, and they can be seen waiting in long lines at the gates to be searched as they enter and leave. But even so, items from the American bases, in particular food items, have been appearing in bazaars.

The Los Angeles Times reported Monday that a reporter had found computer drives for sale in the bazaar outside Bagram Air Base, some containing secret files and PowerPoint intelligence presentations. The drives were probably stolen and smuggled out by base workers, the report said. A subsequent article said the reporter made another such purchase after the article on Monday alerted officials to the problem. [*****]

The material on the computer drives included documents — marked secret and apparently belonging to a member of a Special Forces unit — with details of the layout and defenses of an American base, the newspaper reported. 

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company
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Keeping Al-Qaeda in His Grip
Al-Zawahiri Presses Ideology, Deepens Rifts Among Islamic Radicals

By Craig Whitlock
Washington Post Foreign Service
Sunday, April 16, 2006; A01 [hydra] [alqaeda] [theoretician dr. ayman al-zawhiri] [just some interesting info on him] [hasn’t been very visible this year] [though in 2005 he made several tapes] [osama even less visible] [one wonders whether it’s for Osama’s security or whether he’s ill, injured, so on] [use hydraII] [use psci] [469] [mark important date][************]
CAIRO -- In January 2003, one of the two most wanted men in the world couldn't contain his frustration. From a hiding place probably somewhere in South Asia, he tapped out two lengthy e-mails to a fellow Egyptian who'd been criticizing him in public. [***********]

"I beg you, don't stop the Muslim souls who trust your opinions from joining the jihad against the Americans," [******] wrote Ayman al-Zawahiri, deputy leader of al-Qaeda. He fired off the message even though it risked exposing him.

"Let's put it this way: Tensions had been building up between us for a long time," [*******] explained the e-mail's recipient, Montasser el-Zayat, a Cairo lawyer who shared a prison cell with Zawahiri in the 1980s and provided this account. "He always thinks he is right, even if he is alone." [******] [interesting]
Since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, Zawahiri has broadcast his views to the world relentlessly. Despite a $25 million price on his head, he has published memoirs, given interviews and recorded a dozen speeches [*****] that find their way to the Internet and television. Video of a speech was posted Thursday on a Web site.

Zawahiri's visibility, eclipsing Osama bin Laden's, reminds al-Qaeda's enemies that the network is capable of more attacks. But a closer look at his speeches and writings, and interviews with several longtime associates in radical Islamic circles, suggest another motive: fear of losing his ideological grip over a revolutionary movement he has nurtured for 40 years. [*********]

The success of the Sept. 11 hijackings temporarily united al-Qaeda's feuding factions under the leadership of bin Laden and Zawahiri. [****] But now long-standing ideological and tactical disputes have resurfaced, according to analysts and former Zawahiri associates.

The schisms are reflected in Zawahiri's many speeches, in which he has attempted to assert influence over a host of seemingly unrelated issues: the war in Iraq, [*****]the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, elections in Egypt, oil production in Saudi Arabia and obscure questions of Muslim theology. [use nsc ms]

He is risking his credibility among Islamic radicals by speaking out on so many subjects, [******] according to Osama Rushdi, an Egyptian who spent three years in a Cairo prison with Zawahiri in the 1980s and now lives in exile in Britain.

"He's trying to stay in control and give the impression that he's behind everything in the Middle East and everywhere else, fighting against the Americans in Iraq and against Britain in Europe," [****] Rushdi said in an interview. "He is trying to take responsibility as a leader for what is going on in Iraq. But he knows, and everyone knows, that that is not true, that he has nothing to do with anything in Iraq." [********]
Al-Qaeda was founded as a decentralized coalition of Islamic extremists. That structure has complicated efforts by intelligence services to penetrate the network. But the lack of clear chains of command also can make it difficult for leaders to maintain control. [****]

Terrorism analysts said that with the Sept. 11 attacks, al-Qaeda unleashed events that are now largely outside of its control.[****] With Zawahiri and bin Laden in hiding, most likely in Pakistan, new leaders such as Abu Musab al-Zarqawi in Iraq have emerged as potential rivals who follow their own script. [*****] Others have launched attacks in Europe, North Africa and the Middle East, sometimes in the name of al-Qaeda but usually as independent operators with their own agendas. [********]

"What they've started has taken on a momentum of its own," said Maha Azzam, an associate fellow at the Royal Institute of International Affairs in London. "Obviously, this is a global movement. And it has global support, and it can't be controlled centrally as much as perhaps they'd like it to be. It's almost as if Zawahiri doesn't want to be left behind. They don't want the events on the ground to supersede them." [*********]
Promoting Ideology
On March 4, President Bush was wrapping up a visit to Pakistan, where two months earlier a CIA drone had staged a missile strike in a failed attempt to kill Zawahiri. Shortly before the president's departure, Zawahiri provided another taunting reminder of his elusiveness. In a videotape aired by the al-Jazeera satellite television network, the 54-year-old Egyptian surgeon once again blasted the U.S. military and political presence in the Middle East. [****]

But the bulk of his lecture was aimed at another radical Islamic movement: Hamas, which swept to victory in the Jan. 25 elections in the Palestinian territories.[*****] Zawahiri congratulated Hamas on its political success, but he also offered a stern warning: Avoid the temptation to work with "secular" Palestinian legislators, and never compromise on efforts to establish strict Islamic law, or sharia. [*******]

"Power is not an end in itself. Real power is application of sharia on earth," he said [*****]. "Entering the same parliament as the lay people, recognizing their legitimacy and the accords they have signed is contrary to Islam." [*******]
The lecture echoed comments made by Zawahiri on Jan. 6, when he ripped the fundamentalist Muslim Brotherhood for taking part in last year's elections in his native Egypt, [*****] where the al-Qaeda figure got his start in radical Islamic politics as a teenager and medical student.

The Brotherhood, he said, was "duped, provoked and used" by the United States. [******] Zawahiri and other radicals have argued that taking part in Western-style elections is incompatible with Islam -- democracy, he has said, is an assault on God's right to rule.

With groundbreaking elections taking place in Iraq, Egypt, the Palestinian territories and even Saudi Arabia, Zawahiri and his ideological allies fear that popular sentiment in the Middle East could be turning against their goal of establishing a united caliphate to rule over the world's entire Muslim population, many al-Qaeda experts contend.

Kamal Habib is a former leader of the radical Egyptian Islamic Jihad, the network that Zawahiri joined as a young doctor. After serving a decade in prison for attempting to overthrow the Egyptian government, Habib has embraced nonviolence and is considered an authority on militant Islam. [******]

In an interview in Cairo, he noted that Zawahiri's video messages have recently delved into the subjects of freedom and democracy. "The Arab world has witnessed change over the last year or two that is almost equivalent to the amount of change that occurred over the previous two decades," [****] Habib said in an interview in Cairo. "He can't remain isolated from these changes. He has to respond to them." [*******]
Hamas, the Muslim Brotherhood and other radical militant Islamic groups that Zawahiri has criticized generally have been reluctant to respond in public. [****]But Hany el-Sibaai, another Egyptian exile in Britain who has known Zawahiri for years, predicts a change if the United States leaves Iraq.

"After America withdraws its troops, I think the debate will break into the open, said Sibaai, who leads the al-Maqreze Center for Historical Studies in London. "It will be, 'Why did you do this? Why did you go that way?' "[**********]
Some of the sharpest tactical differences within al-Qaeda have come to a head in Iraq. [*******] [use nsc ms]

According to intelligence officials in the Middle East and Europe, a growing rivalry has developed between Zawahiri and Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, [*****] the Jordanian who leads the al-Qaeda faction in Iraq. Although Zawahiri has been reduced to launching rhetorical attacks from hideouts, Zarqawi has gained notoriety and respect among jihadists as an aggressive commander who continues to defy the U.S. military.

Zarqawi pledged loyalty to al-Qaeda two years ago, but analysts and officials suspect that their alliance is a marriage of convenience. [****] Before the invasion of Iraq, Zarqawi kept his distance from the group, operating his own training camps. He has also held different strategic objectives: the overthrow of the monarchy in his native Jordan and war against Israel, neither of which have been priorities for al-Qaeda. [confirmed in *’s Zarqawi] [*****]

"There's nothing in common between these two guys," said Diaa Rashwan, a researcher at the al-Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies in Cairo. "They were two different people from different places with a different history. I have my doubts about whether the two guys are really with the same organization." [*******]
In October [*****], U.S. intelligence officials released a letter they said was written by Zawahiri to his "gracious brother" Zarqawi. Some independent analysts have questioned its authenticity and have charged the U.S. government with inflating al-Qaeda's role in Iraq for political reasons. Several former Zawahiri associates interviewed for this article said they believe the letter is genuine and accurately reflects some of al-Qaeda's internal conflicts. [*********]

In the letter dated July 9, 2005, [*****] Zawahiri warned Zarqawi that gory tactics that had made him famous in Iraq -- the videotaped beheadings of hostages and bombings of Shiite holy sites -- risked alienating ordinary Muslims. [********] Although the Egyptian said he agreed such acts were religiously justified, sustaining public support was more important. His advice: Kill hostages by gunshot instead, and concentrate attacks on U.S. and Iraqi forces.

"You shouldn't be deceived by the praise of some of the zealous young men and their description of you as the sheikh of the slaughterers," wrote Zawahiri, who like Zarqawi is a Sunni Muslim. "We are in a battle, and more than half of this battle is taking place in the battlefield of the media. And this media battle is a race for the hearts and minds of our people."[*********]
Enemies Near and Far
If subsequent events are any indication, Zarqawi's response to the advice has been mixed. The number of decapitations has declined, and there is evidence that Zarqawi has taken a lower profile to give Iraqi insurgents a more visible leadership role. [****] [perhaps due to injury however] [always rumors of his being hurt in raids that he barely escaped] [********]

At the same time, attacks on Shiite mosques have increased. In November, his organization asserted responsibility for coordinated suicide bombings that killed 60 [*******] people at two hotels in Amman, Jordan, half of them members of a wedding party. [*******]

Public reaction was as Zawahiri predicted: More than 100,000 Jordanians took to the streets, the largest mass protests in the Muslim world against an al-Qaeda-sponsored terrorist attack.

About the same time, Zawahiri produced another videotape, although it did not surface publicly until this week, posted on a radical Islamic Web site. [******]

Perhaps mindful of reports of internal dissension, Zawahiri defended the Jordanian insurgent as "my beloved brother" and urged Muslims to rally behind him. "I have lived with him up close and seen nothing but good from him," Zawahiri said. "The Islamic nation must support the heroic holy warriors in Iraq, who are fighting on the very front line for the dignity of Islam."
Zawahiri's sensitivity to public opinion can be traced to his days as chief of Egyptian Islamic Jihad. Its target since the 1960s was what it calls "the near enemy," the Egyptian government, which they consider corrupt and un-Islamic. [******] [Walid Parhes made big deal of this] [*******]

In 1993, group members trying to assassinate an Egyptian official accidentally killed an 11-year-old girl. An angry public response, combined with a renewed government crackdown on radicals, severely weakened the network.

This and other setbacks helped drive Zawahiri into exile in Afghanistan. "His organization inside Egypt was almost completely eliminated," said Kamal Habib, [******] the former Islamic Jihad leader, who abandoned the group after he was sentenced to 10 years in prison.

In 1998, Zawahiri sought to rescue Islamic Jihad by creating a formal alliance with bin Laden's nascent al-Qaeda network called the International Islamic Front Against Crusaders and Jews. [*****] The new target would be "the far enemy," [*****] the United States and other Western powers seen as protectors of secular Arab governments.

The decision sparked a rebellion in the ranks of Islamic Jihad. Zawahiri had failed to consult with other senior members of the group before ordering a drastic shift in its core mission. [******]

“Many people said, ‘Why would I want to fight the White House and Tony Blair?’ “ said Yasser al-Sirri, another Egyptian exile in London who has known Zawahiri for more than a decade. “But it was his only choice then, to be allied with bin Laden. He hadn’t been successful in Egypt because he had made mistakes and surrounded himself with the wrong people. They were always fighting and arguing among themselves.” [*******]
The internal feuding continued even as the new al-Qaeda under Zawahiri and bin Laden gained prominence for sponsoring the 1998 bombings of two U.S. embassies in East Africa and the attack on the USS Cole in Yemen two years later. [**********] E-mails recovered from an al-Qaeda computer in Kabul after the invasion of Afghanistan show a steady stream of bitter message traffic between Zawahiri and his followers during this period, with running arguments over money, ideology and authority. [**********]

The Sept. 11 plot's success brought the squabbling to a temporary halt. But Zawahiri seems to have realized that the feuding would eventually resume and challenge his ideological authority, [********] said el-Zayat, the lawyer who reported receiving in 2003 the admonishing e-mails from the al-Qaeda theoretician. Intelligence analysts said they believe the e-mails are genuine but that it is impossible to confirm with certainty that Zawahiri was the author. [**********]

“I’m sure he has the vision to bring the network back together, but I don’t think he will be able to do that,” Zayat said. “He hasn’t changed. It’s as if I’m listening to him in a prison cell in 1981. Except for some white hair, he is the same.” [**************]
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In Tape, Bin Laden Urges Fighters to Sudan 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Filed at 11:32 a.m. ET [bin laden tape] [first one in since Jan 19, 2006] [al zawahiri has made several and been visible in last year’s and earlier this year’s] [external] [I remember the last time zawahiri appeared wondering what was happening with OBL] [why has he been awol so long] [now comes OBL] [rallying troops to sudan] [interesting] [is that some sort of go code] [?] [or is he really planning to return to sudan] [sudan more or less turned on him in late 90s] [this appears very important] [mark this date, 4/23/2006 9:33 AM] [if go code one should expect  something in next 2 months] [use psci] [469] [**********]

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) -- Osama bin Laden issued ominous new threats in an audiotape broadcast Sunday, saying the West was at war with Islam and calling on his followers to go to Sudan to fight a proposed U.N. force. [there is suppose to be a UN peacekeeping force deployed in sudan in not-too-distant future] [**********]

In his first new message in three months, [*****] bin Laden said the West's decision to cut off funds to the Palestinians because their Hamas leaders refuse to recognize Israel proved that the United States and Europe were conducting ''a Zionist crusader war on Islam.'' [*********]
''The blockade which the West is imposing on the government of Hamas proves that there is a Zionist crusader war on Islam,'' said the speaker [*****] on the tape broadcast by the Al-Jazeera network.

‘’I say that this war is the joint responsibility of the people and the governments. While the war continues, the people renew their allegiance to their rulers and politicians and continue to send their sons to our countries to fight us.’’ [***********]
The voice on the tape sounded strong and resembled that on previous recordings attributed to bin Laden. [*****] There was no way to independently verify the authenticity of the tape.

''We are aware of the tape and a technical analysis of the recording is being conducted,'' a U.S. intelligence official told The Associated Press on condition of anonymity. [*******]

Israeli government spokesman Raanan Gissin said bin Laden had decided to attack Israel to deflect growing Arab animosity toward al-Qaida. [*******]

''When he attacks Israel, this is something the Arab world can agree upon,'' [*****] Gissin said. ''He has been criticized for the destruction and carnage he's causing the Muslim nation. He's looking for another justification ...

''Criticizing Israel sounds more politically correct.'' [****] [****]
Al-Qaida is believed to have no direct links to Hamas, which is an outgrowth of the Muslim Brotherhood, [******] but they share an anti-Israel ideology that calls for the destruction of the Jewish state.

Recent media reports in the Middle East have said al-Qaida is building cells in Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon and Sudan. [******]

Israel has indicted two West Bank militants for al-Qaida membership and a Palestinian security official has acknowledged al-Qaida is ''organizing cells and gathering supporters,'' [********] although Israeli officials say the inroads appear preliminary.

A Hamas spokesman said the militant group's ideology is vastly different from al-Qaida's but noted that international sanctions on the Palestinian government would naturally cause anger among some Muslims. [********]

''It's natural that this tension is going to create an impression that there is a Western-Israeli alliance working against the Palestinians,'' Sami Abu Zuhri [****] said, adding that Hamas is interested in having good relations with the West.

Bin Laden also addressed the conflict in Sudan, where he was based before being expelled under threats from the United States. [*******] He then moved to Afghanistan and is believed to be hiding out in the rugged mountains on the Pakistani side of their common border. [**********]

In Washington, U.S. intelligence officials said bin Laden is separated from his top deputy and, in a sign he has to be careful about whom he trusts, surrounded by fellow Arabs. [******]

His No. 2, Ayman al-Zawahri, is hiding in a more settled area along the border, also surrounded by al-Qaida operatives from Egypt, [*******] the officials said on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to release the information.

A three-year conflict between Darfur's rebels and the Arab-dominated central government has caused about 180,000 deaths -- most from disease and hunger -- and displaced 2 million people. [*********]

The United Nations has described the conflict as the world's gravest humanitarian crisis. The United States has described it as genocide. [********]

Negotiators are trying to broker a peace deal between warring factions by an April 30 deadline. Members of the African Union have agreed in principle to hand over peacekeeping duties to the United Nations beginning Sept. 30. [***********]

''I call on mujahedeen and their supporters, especially in Sudan and the Arab peninsula, to prepare for long war again the crusader plunderers in Western Sudan. Our goal is not defending the Khartoum government but to defend Islam, its land and its people,'' [*********] bin Laden purportedly said.

‘’I urge holy warriors to be acquainted with the land and the tribes in Darfur.’’ [************]
Al-Qaida has targeted Western forces in Africa before -- including its attacks against U.S. troops trying to bring peace to Somalia in 1993. [******]

Al-Jazeera apparently had the tape long enough to make significant edits, with its news reader providing substantial transition and background comments between excerpts from bin Laden.

It was the first purported new message from bin Laden since Jan. 19. In that audiotape, he warned that his fighters were preparing new attacks in the United States but offered the American people a ''long-term truce'' without specifying the conditions. [OBL’s last audiotape was January 19, 2006] [****************]

That tape was posted in full on a Web site a month later and included a vow by the terrorist chieftain never to be captured alive.

''I have sworn to only live free. Even if I find bitter the taste of death, I don't want to die humiliated or deceived,'' bin Laden said in that previous 11-minute, 26-second tape.

In the message broadcast Sunday, bin Laden also called for a global Muslim boycott of American goods similar to the recent boycott of Danish products after the publication there of caricatures of the Muslim Prophet Muhammad. [*********]

He also said the artists who drew those offending cartoons should be handed over to him for trial and punishment. [*********]

The Al-Jazeera news reader said bin Laden, in a portion of the tape not aired by the Qatar-based broadcaster, scoffed at Saudi King Abdullah [*******]  for his calls for a ''dialogue among civilizations'' and blasted liberal-minded Arab writers for taking part in the Western cultural invasion of Muslim lands. [************]

Associated Press reporters Katherine Shrader in Washington and Josef Federman in Jerusalem contributed to this report. 
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Al-Jazeera Broadcasts Audio Tape Purportedly by Osama bin Laden

By Steven R. Hurst
The Associated Press
Sunday, April 23, 2006; 11:33 AM [bin laden tape] [first one in since Jan 19, 2006] [al zawahiri has made several and been visible in last year’s and earlier this year’s] [external] [I remember the last time zawahiri appeared wondering what was happening with OBL] [why has he been awol so long] [now comes OBL] [rallying troops to sudan] [interesting] [is that some sort of go code] [?] [or is he really planning to return to sudan] [sudan more or less turned on him in late 90s] [this appears very important] [mark this date, 4/23/2006 9:33 AM] [if go code one should expect  something in next 2 months] [use psci] [469] [**********] [ditto]
CAIRO, Egypt -- Osama bin Laden issued ominous new threats in an audiotape broadcast Sunday, saying the West was at war with Islam and calling on his followers to go to Sudan to fight a proposed U.N. force. [UN force supposed to takeover duties from African Union in September this year] [annan and bush discussed it a couple months back] [***********]

In his first new message in three months, [since Jan 19, 2006]  bin Laden said the West's decision to cut off funds to the Palestinians because their Hamas leaders refuse to recognize Israel proved that the United States and Europe were conducting "a Zionist crusader war on Islam."

"The blockade which the West is imposing on the government of Hamas proves that there is a Zionist crusader war on Islam," said the speaker on the tape broadcast by the Al-Jazeera network.

"I say that this war is the joint responsibility of the people and the governments. While the war continues, the people renew their allegiance to their rulers and politicians and continue to send their sons to our countries to fight us."

The voice on the tape sounded strong and resembled that on previous recordings attributed to bin Laden. There was no way to independently verify the authenticity of the tape.

"We are aware of the tape and a technical analysis of the recording is being conducted," a U.S. intelligence official told The Associated Press on condition of anonymity.

Israeli government spokesman Raanan Gissin said bin Laden had decided to attack Israel to deflect growing Arab animosity toward al-Qaeda.

"When he attacks Israel, this is something the Arab world can agree upon," Gissin said. "He has been criticized for the destruction and carnage he's causing the Muslim nation. He's looking for another justification ...

"Criticizing Israel sounds more politically correct."

Al-Qaeda is believed to have no direct links to Hamas, which is an outgrowth of the Muslim Brotherhood, but they share an anti-Israel ideology that calls for the destruction of the Jewish state.

Recent media reports in the Middle East have said al-Qaeda is building cells in Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon and Sudan.

Israel has indicted two West Bank militants for al-Qaeda membership and a Palestinian security official has acknowledged al-Qaeda is "organizing cells and gathering supporters," although Israeli officials say the inroads appear preliminary.

A Hamas spokesman said the militant group's ideology is vastly different from al-Qaeda's but noted that international sanctions on the Palestinian government would naturally cause anger among some Muslims.

"It's natural that this tension is going to create an impression that there is a Western-Israeli alliance working against the Palestinians," Sami Abu Zuhri said, adding that Hamas is interested in having good relations with the West.

Bin Laden also addressed the conflict in Sudan, where he was based before being expelled under threats from the United States. He then moved to Afghanistan and is believed to be hiding out in the rugged mountains on the Pakistani side of their common border.

In Washington, U.S. intelligence officials said bin Laden is separated from his top deputy and, in a sign he has to be careful about whom he trusts, surrounded by fellow Arabs.

His No. 2, Ayman al-Zawahri, is hiding in a more settled area along the border, also surrounded by al-Qaeda operatives from Egypt, the officials said on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to release the information.

A three-year conflict between Darfur's rebels and the Arab-dominated central government has caused about 180,000 deaths -- most from disease and hunger -- and displaced 2 million people.

The United Nations has described the conflict as the world's gravest humanitarian crisis. The United States has described it as genocide.

Negotiators are trying to broker a peace deal between warring factions by an April 30 deadline. Members of the African Union have agreed in principle to hand over peacekeeping duties to the United Nations beginning Sept. 30.

"I call on mujahedeen and their supporters, especially in Sudan and the Arab peninsula, to prepare for long war again the crusader plunderers in Western Sudan. Our goal is not defending the Khartoum government but to defend Islam, its land and its people," bin Laden purportedly said.

"I urge holy warriors to be acquainted with the land and the tribes in Darfur."

Al-Qaeda has targeted Western forces in Africa before -- including its attacks against U.S. troops trying to bring peace to Somalia in 1993.

Al-Jazeera apparently had the tape long enough to make significant edits, with its news reader providing substantial transition and background comments between excerpts from bin Laden.

It was the first purported new message from bin Laden since Jan. 19. In that audiotape, he warned that his fighters were preparing new attacks in the United States but offered the American people a "long-term truce" without specifying the conditions. [**********]

That tape was posted in full on a Web site a month later and included a vow by the terrorist chieftain never to be captured alive.

"I have sworn to only live free. Even if I find bitter the taste of death, I don't want to die humiliated or deceived," bin Laden said in that previous 11-minute, 26-second tape.

In the message broadcast Sunday, bin Laden also called for a global Muslim boycott of American goods similar to the recent boycott of Danish products after the publication there of caricatures of the Muslim Prophet Muhammad.

He also said the artists who drew those offending cartoons should be handed over to him for trial and punishment.

The Al-Jazeera news reader said bin Laden, in a portion of the tape not aired by the Qatar-based broadcaster, scoffed at Saudi King Abdullah for his calls for a "dialogue among civilizations" and blasted liberal-minded Arab writers for taking part in the Western cultural invasion of Muslim lands.
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Bin Laden Says West Is Waging War Against Islam 

By MICHAEL SLACKMAN [bin laden] [alqaeda] [hydra] [first tape since early 06] [only second this year whereas dr. ayman al-zawahir has made many] [audio only] [is there some reason other than giving away his location that he does not wish to be seen on video] [?] [if past is prologue, should have an attack somewhere in 2 months or fewer] [************] [first reported yesterday’s external] [use psci] [469
CAIRO, April 23 — Osama bin Laden denounced what he called a "Zionist-crusaders war on Islam" in an audiotape broadcast Sunday, [******] pointing to the isolation of the Hamas-led Palestinian government, talk of a Western peacekeeping force in Sudan and Muslim outrage over Danish cartoons [*****] mocking the Prophet Muhammad as new evidence of a clash of civilizations. [dates it at no older than jan 06] [********]

His voice sounding strong and combative, Mr. bin Laden implied that killing American civilians was justified, [****] beseeched Muslims to fight any Sudan [*******] peacekeeping force and called for the creators of the offensive cartoons to be turned over to Al Qaeda for punishment. [*******]

The audiotape, broadcast by Al Jazeera and deemed authentic by American intelligence officials and terrorism experts, was Mr. bin Laden's second in three months and the first in which he has raised Sudan [*******] as a possible new battleground where Muslims should go to fight. The tape appeared intended not only to re-establish his role as a sort of supreme guide for Al Qaeda, but also to inform his enemies that he is acutely aware of current news events that reflect violent confrontation between Islam and the West. [*******]

While Al Qaeda had previously criticized Hamas leaders for participating in Palestinian elections, Mr. bin Laden sought to tap into the wide public support among Arabs for Hamas, [*****] which Israel, the United States and the European Union regard as a terrorist organization.

"The blockade which the West is imposing on the government of Hamas proves that there is a Zionist-crusaders war on Islam," he said. [************]

Scott McClellan, the White House press secretary, told reporters traveling with President Bush in California that the White House believed the bin Laden tape to be authentic and that the president had been informed of its existence early Sunday morning. Mr. McClellan also said that "the Al Qaeda leadership is on the run and under a lot of pressure." [************]
Although there was no way to absolutely confirm the tape's authenticity, terrorism experts said it was credible in part because it hewed closely to Mr. bin Laden's ideological and tactical profile. [****] While Mr. bin Laden did not mention the American occupation of Iraq in the portions of the tape that were broadcast, [*****] he focused on three issues [*****] that have resounded across the Arab and Muslim worlds: efforts of the West to isolate Hamas; [*] calls for sending Western peacekeeping troops into the Darfur region of Sudan [**] to stop the killing of civilians; and the outrage over the Danish cartoons. [***]

As in the past, Hamas sought to distance itself from Al Qaeda and its leadership. But Sami Abu Zuhri, a spokesman for Hamas, said Western financial penalties against the Palestinian Authority government it now leads were a source of anger for Muslims around the region. [********]

"We have warned many times that the siege upon Hamas and the policy of hunger will create a situation of hatred in Arab and Muslim nations," Mr. Zuhri said. "It will create the impression there is a Western war against the Islamic world."

In the case of Sudan, Mr. bin Laden sought to portray talk of bringing in peacekeeping troops as another attempt by the United States to divide Arab lands and to impose a foreign military on an Islamic country. [***********]

"I call on mujahedeen and their supporters, especially in Sudan and the Arab peninsula, to prepare for a long war against the crusader plunderers in western Sudan," [*******] Mr. bin Laden said. "Our goal is not defending the Khartoum government but to defend Islam, its land and its people."

In the audiotape three months ago, Mr. bin Laden suggested that there could be peace between the West and Al Qaeda. But that notion was absent from this tape, replaced with a call to arms and what appeared to be a rationale for attacking civilians. [******]

"They send their sons to armies to fight us and they continue their financial and moral support, while our countries are burned and our houses are bombed and our people are killed," he said.

Even before rising to international notoriety with the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, Mr. bin Laden had long sought to unite a culturally, politically and socially fragmented community of Muslims behind a common enemy: Israel and the West. [*****] With his most recent tape, analysts said that Mr. bin Laden held true to form, not only by embracing Hamas, but in particular by pointing to Sudan. 

"He is using the hottest topics in the Arab world — Hamas, for example — he knows that the Arab street is very angry as America is cutting off Hamas aid, and he is using this issue to fuel the situation even further and incite young people to join his cause," said Muhammad Salah, [*****] Cairo bureau chief for the pan-Arab newspaper Al Hayat and an expert in Islamic extremism.

“What is new in this tape is the issue of Sudan,” Mr. Salah added. “He had lived in Sudan and invested his money there and he knows that the Arab people and government are against international intervention in Sudan.” [*********]
Experts in Islamic-related terrorism said the tape appeared intended as a finger in the eye to the White House, and a chance to use American foreign policy initiatives to support his notion that the United States is waging a war against Islam.

“He is asserting his presence,” said Diaa Rashwan, an expert on Islamic groups with the government-financed Center for Political and Strategic Studies in Egypt. “He is keen to show that he is aware of what’s going on in the world. He is well informed so he is not isolated or hiding in some crack underground.” [*********]
Michael Scheuer, former chief of the Central Intelligence Agency's bin Laden unit, said the segments of the tape he had read about suggested that Mr. bin Laden "is at the top of his game" largely because of America's own foreign policy. "We cut off Hamas after we had a fair election," he said. "It looks like we are going to intervene in another Muslim country with oil, in Sudan; we followed Israel's lead with Hamas. His most important ally is American foreign policy." [***************]
But while Mr. bin Laden's name still resonates around the world, it is not entirely clear that he can reclaim the mantle as the leader of the Qaeda terrorism network. And there has been no videotape seen of Mr. bin Laden since the last American presidential campaign.

"My initial impression is he is clutching at straws," said Michael Chandler, former head of the United Nations unit on counterterrorism. "If he really wants to show leadership, the way you show leadership is to show yourself. So why haven't we had a videotape?"

Mona el-Naggar contributed reporting from Cairo for this article,Elisabeth Bumiller from Palm Springs, Calif., and Greg Myre fromJerusalem.
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On Tape, Bin Laden Warns of Long War
He Accuses the West Of Acting as 'Crusader'

By Craig Whitlock
Washington Post Foreign Service
Monday, April 24, 2006; A01 [bin laden] [alqaeda] [hydra] [first tape since early 06] [only second this year whereas dr. ayman al-zawahir has made many] [audio only] [is there some reason other than giving away his location that he does not wish to be seen on video] [?] [if past is prologue, should have an attack somewhere in 2 months or fewer] [************] [first reported yesterday’s external] [ditto] [use psci] [469
BERLIN, April 23 -- Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden urged his followers to prepare for a drawn-out conflict with the Western world in a new audiotape broadcast Sunday, blaming what he called "a Crusader-Zionist war" for a long list of attacks on Islam [*****] in places from Darfur to Denmark.

"Your aircraft and tanks are destroying houses over the heads of our kinfolk and children in Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan, Chechnya and Pakistan. Meanwhile, you smile in our faces, saying: 'We are not hostile to Islam; we are hostile to terrorists,' " bin Laden said, according to excerpts of the audiotape attributed to him and broadcast by the al-Jazeera network.

It was the first time bin Laden had been heard from since Jan. 19,[*****] when he offered "a long-term truce" if the United States and its allies withdrew their forces from Iraq and Afghanistan and allowed Islamic fundamentalists to rebuild those countries instead.

Before that, the 49-year-old Saudi had been publicly silent for more than a year. His face has not been seen since he appeared in a video recording broadcast a few days before the 2004 U.S. presidential election. [*************************]

Intelligence sources said they believe he is hiding in Pakistan, despite a global manhunt and a $25 million reward for his capture posted shortly after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. [a wonder if he hasn’t moved] [also wonder if he has had surgery of some sort] [not that he could change his height but who knows]

In the new remarks, bin Laden complained about Western interference in shattered Muslim regions around the world. He urged Muslims to go to the war-torn Darfur region of western Sudan to fight international peacekeepers, saying their real mission was "to occupy the region and steal its oil under the cover of maintaining security there," according to a translation of the audiotape by the BBC.

The United States and other Western countries are supporting a plan to send U.N. peacekeepers to Darfur, where Arab militiamen backed by the Sudanese government are fighting rebel groups. Both sides are Muslim. Tens of thousands of people have died in the conflict, and 2 million have been displaced.

He also referred to the strife in the Russian republic of Chechnya and to the lawless country of Somalia.

"What is the meaning of the silence over the horrible Russian crimes in Chechnya and the lynching of Muslims and tearing apart of their bodies? What does the humiliation of Muslims in Somalia and the killing of 13,000 of our brother Muslims there mean?" bin Laden said. He did not elaborate on the reference to the deaths in Somalia.

He cited decisions by the United States and European nations to cut off aid to Palestinians after the recent legislative election victory by the militant group Hamas, formally known as the Islamic Resistance Movement, as evidence of a Christian-Jewish conspiracy against Muslims.

"They are determined to continue with their Crusader campaigns against our nation, to occupy our countries, to plunder our resources and to enslave us," he said.

Al-Jazeera did not divulge how it obtained the tape, and it was unclear when it was recorded. But it appears to have been made in the past five weeks because bin Laden referred to a raid by Israeli forces on a Palestinian prison in Jericho on March 14.  [**********] [estimated at 5-weeks old] [**********]

White House spokesman Scott McClellan said U.S. intelligence officials believe the tape is authentic. "The al-Qaeda leadership is on the run and under a lot of pressure," McClellan told reporters traveling with President Bush in California. "We are continuing to take the fight to the enemy abroad and making it difficult for them to plan and plot against Americans."

Counterterrorism analysts said bin Laden was trying to portray himself as a champion of oppressed Muslims around the world, even though al-Qaeda has avoided involvement in many of the conflicts that he has decried. For example, bin Laden has largely ignored events in Sudan since he and his network were expelled from the country a decade ago. Similarly, al-Qaeda has no record of activity in the Palestinian territories.

"Bin Laden is a master craftsman at recognizing issues and knowing how to exploit these issues for his own purposes," said M.J. Gohel, a London-based analyst and chief executive of the Asia-Pacific Foundation, a security policy group. "He's trying to enlarge the global conflict and is trying to incite and anger the Muslim world against the West." [**********]
Bruce Hoffman, a terrorism specialist and director of the Washington office of the Rand Corp., a California-based research group, said al-Qaeda is confronting the same challenge that all terrorism networks face: how to remain relevant as a radical movement over time.

"It's entirely cynical," he said of bin Laden's rallying cry on behalf of Darfur and Hamas. "He's got to say something about someplace. They've got to keep talking or else they're going to be irrelevant, especially when they're not directly involved in the fighting." [*********]
"These are contentious contemporary issues that he can glom onto and milk for his own ends," Hoffman added. "It's more rhetorical than factual. Bin Laden is no friend of the Sudanese. They told him to leave in 1996 and took his money. And Hamas has basically told al-Qaeda to mind its own business."

Counterterrorism officials and analysts said al-Qaeda's leaders have also become more outspoken in recent months because they fear losing their influence in the fragmented world of Islamic fundamentalism. Bin Laden and his deputy, Ayman al-Zawahiri, an Egyptian physician, have been effectively sidelined since the Sept. 11 attacks while other radical groups and figures, such as Hamas and Jordanian fighter Abu Musab al-Zarqawi in Iraq, have stolen the limelight, the analysts said.

Zawahiri, for instance, has issued a dozen audio and video recordings in the past year, attempting, as bin Laden has, to insert al-Qaeda into a host of regional conflicts and urging Muslims to boycott elections in Iraq, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. [********]

Although Zawahiri has frequently shown his face on television, bin Laden has not appeared in a video since October 2004. [********] Terrorism analysts and Islamic fundamentalist leaders are divided as to why. Some speculated that bin Laden may have been injured or could have altered his appearance to avoid detection. Others said bin Laden fully reveals himself only on special occasions for maximum effect, such as his cameo days before the U.S. presidential election. [*******] [both sound plausible] [******]

Despite being on the run, bin Laden and Zawahiri have both devised a reliable and secure system for distributing messages to a global audience that intelligence agencies have failed to trace.

Appearing Sunday on Fox News, Rep. Peter Hoekstra (R-Mich.), chairman of the House intelligence committee, said bin Laden's most recent tape was part of al-Qaeda's "ongoing and very sophisticated communications effort" and that the terrorists realize much of today's fighting "is about winning the hearts and minds of moderate Islam, and they are focused on that." [********]
Hoekstra said his committee was planning hearings on al-Qaeda's Internet activities shortly after Congress returns from its Easter recess. "They use the right words," Hoekstra said. "They use instantaneous response. They are quick in getting new messages up on the net."

Staff writer Walter Pincus and news researcher Julie Tate in Washington contributed to this report.
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30 Are Killed in Sinai as Bombs Rock Egyptian Resort City 

By MICHAEL SLACKMAN [Egypt] [followup] [first reported yesterday while I was predicting same in classes] [both sections 350, 1000-1115, 1130-1245] [during office hours student came by to tell me] [hydra] [days after osama’s tape] [osama’s Sudan call to arms tape] [it can only be seen as outright bigotry] [see kirstoff’s oped in today’s societa] [********] [use psci] [469] [use nsc] [?]
DAHAB, Egypt, Tuesday, April 25 — Three blasts tore through Dahab, a crowded resort town on the Sinai Peninsula, on Monday night, killing at least 30 people and wounding more than 115.

The attack, the third at a popular Sinai resort in two years, once again raised the specter of one of the United States' closest allies in the Arab world facing a homegrown terrorist threat trying to destabilize the government. [******]

There was confusion in the hours after the blasts, but what was clear was that this resort town on the Gulf of Aqaba, a quaint tourist spot frequented by back-packers and scuba divers, was awash in blood on one of the most popular holiday weekends of the Egyptian calendar. [*******] [so time not just for westerners] [perpetrators had to know many Egyptians would be there] [********] 

It was the third time that terrorists struck near a national holiday. It is on this day that Egypt celebrates the anniversary of Israel's withdrawal from Sinai in 1982. [*****]

"I do not think it is a coincidence that this attack happens amid celebration of Sinai Liberation Day," the interior minister, Habib al-Adli, said on Egyptian television. "The other two attacks in Taba and Sharm el Sheik also took place during celebration of national occasions; that raises question marks. 

"We will catch all those responsible very soon." 

Egyptian authorities at first said the bombs appeared to have been detonated by remote control. Later a local official said the explosions appeared to be the work of suicide bombers. An investigator at the scene on Tuesday morning said that the bombs were all timed explosive packs, and that there was no evidence of suicide attackers. [*******] [followup] [were they suicide bombers or remote] [may matter in terms of alqaeda’s mo] [***]

The bombs started going off at about 7:15 p.m., in the center of the city, where the streets were packed with tourists also celebrating the Coptic observance of Easter on Sunday and the ancient Egyptian spring festival of Sham el Nessim. [*********] 

The 
ommercial strip of this tiny resort center stretches along the azure waters of the bay, and those who planted the bombs set their deadly packages from one end of the walkway to the other.

First hit was the Nelson Restaurant, then the Aladdin Café and then the Ghazala Supermarket, all within five minutes. The blasts were not huge, but large enough to spread destruction up and down the walks, which were stained with blood. 

As survivors ran for cover, television images showed a grisly scene with charred body parts, and merchants trying to cover the blackened boardwalk with newspaper. Ambulances rushed in a procession from Cairo, more than six hours away, to help carry the wounded to hospitals.

“Bodies were everywhere,” said Ahmed el Tabakh, who said he ran into the middle of the chaos moments after the blast near the supermarket. “We carried bodies until the government came.”

The wounded were ferried by cars to the local hospital, and then to a larger hospital in Sharm el Sheikh, two hours away.

By morning, as the sun rose over the bay, people had begun to clean up the mess and sort through the rubble. The windows of shops catering to tourists with names like Lotus Flower and Mona Lisa were smashed.

Investigators worked carefully scooping up forensic evidence, sweeping ashes and charred debris into bags. 

“With the sound of the explosion we thought it was Judgment Day,” said Addal Ramadan, who was working in a mobile phone shop near the site of one of the blasts. He said he saw at least 30 people on the ground.

Officials said that the bombings did not appear to be sophisticated, and that the blasts did not appear as powerful as attacks in Taba in October 2004 and in Sharm el Sheikh in July 2005. The Taba attack killed 34 people and the Sharm el Sheikh bombing left at least 60 dead.

“Our initial investigation proved that this operation was not sophisticated, and the explosions were not very strong,” said Mr. Adli, the interior minister. “The explosives were done in a very basic way.” [******] [sounds as if local alqaeda, jihadis] [*****]
Dahab, which means gold in Arabic, is more out of the way than the popular Sharm el Sheik or Taba. [*******] It is effectively two villages, a Bedouin village in the south and the administrative center in the north. Like other areas in the Sinai, Dahab remains popular among Israelis. Last week, many Israelis visited during the long Passover weekend, but most had left by Wednesday.

When terrorists first struck in 2004, the government said the attack appeared to be an extension of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. When bombers struck again in Sinai, the government acknowledged that the two attacks were linked, [****] and that they had been carried out by residents of the northern Sinai. For months, Egypt's security forces chased suspected terrorists in the craggy mountains there. [*********]

Now Egypt is once again acknowledging a pattern, though officials said it is far too soon to determine if the three blasts on Monday were connected with the earlier attacks. The one in Taba occurred one day after a holiday commemorating the October 1973 Arab-Israeli war. [*****] The one in Sharm el Sheik occurred on July 23, or Revolution Day. [**********]

President Hosni Mubarak called the blasts a "sinful terrorist action" and vowed to track down those responsible. [*******]

In Washington, President Bush also condemned the attacks, as did the Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, and Hamas, the militant group that recently won control of the Palestinian government. [*******] [what a group]

Early reports said that at least four foreigners had been killed in Dahab, along with many Egyptians.

Amr el-Choubaki, a military analyst with the government-financed Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies in Cairo, said the three bombings in two years demonstrated that there are small, liked-minded if independent cells of terrorists operating in Egypt. 

"Since Taba we are starting to see new clusters of cells that don't have a comprehensive project," he said. "They are cries of objection aiming to harm and pain the regime." [*************]
But he also said the attacks demonstrated a failure on the part of state security, which he says has focused too much of its energy on political opposition. "The security structure is distracted and busy confronting opposition parties, judges and journalists," he said, "and is not making combating terrorist organizations its primary goal." 

The attack came one day after Al Jazeera television network broadcast an audiotape said to be of Osama bin Laden. There was no evidence that Mr. bin Laden or his Qaeda network was connected to the attacks. [************************]

Mona el-Naggar contributed reporting for this article.
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Egyptians Confront Grim Aftermath of Attacks
10 People Detained for Triple Bombing

By Daniel Williams
Washington Post Foreign Service
Tuesday, April 25, 2006; 11:21 AM [Egypt] [followup] [first reported yesterday while I was predicting same in classes] [both sections 350, 1000-1115, 1130-1245] [during office hours student came by to tell me] [hydra] [days after osama’s tape] [osama’s Sudan call to arms tape] [it can only be seen as outright bigotry] [see kirstoff’s oped in today’s societa] [********] [use psci] [469] [use nsc] [?] [ditto]
DAHAB, Egypt, April 25 -- Shopkeepers and restaurant owners mopped up blood along a seaside promenade Tuesday, a grim cleanup in the aftermath of a triple bombing that killed at least 23 people the day before.

Egyptian police said that 10 persons were detained overnight for the attacks, three as they tried to flee Dahab by road following the evening explosions. [******]

Of the 23 fatalities, all but three were Egyptian. One German child was confirmed dead.

The Egyptian government followed its usual practice in cases of domestic violence by keeping a lid on information. No details on the detainees were available, and European consuls struggled to elicit information on any of their citizens who might be possibly wounded from the hospital in Sharm el-Sheikh, 50 miles south of here, where the injured were initially treated. [******]

Police cordoned off the beachfront walk with yellow tape. Store fronts were shattered and meals left uneaten on outdoor tables. Two blasts were set off at each end of a pedestrian bridge, each near a restaurant, and a third went off in front of souvenir and jewelry shops next to a supermarket.

"I don't care who did it, this is meant to destroy Egypt," said Magdi Fathi, who owns an optical store and who was being treated for shrapnel in the legs at Sharm el-Sheikh International Hospital. [**********]

The attack Monday night was the third on a tourist destination on Egypt's Sinai Peninsula in the past 18 months. The bombings occurred on a spring holiday when millions of Egyptians flock outdoors for picnics and when beaches are full day and night. [*****]

Ihab Tamoum, who belongs to the South Sinai Association for Diving and Marine Activities, a nongovernmental organization that promotes the protection of the environment, said the boardwalk was crowded at 7:15 p.m. last night when the blasts occurred. "People were picking up the wounded and dead and even limbs blown off and carrying them to streets where cars and ambulances could reach them," he said.

Egyptian government spokesman Magdy Rady characterized the explosive devices as "primitive" time bombs and said most of the injured were hit by flying glass. "There was no indication of a threat to security" in the Sinai this weekend, he said.

Eyewitness reports said that as many as 20 ambulances raced to Dahab from Sharm el-Sheikh and that the number of wounded exceeded 100. Rady said four of the dead were foreigners. The most seriously wounded were evacuated to Sharm el-Sheikh, he said. "A few people wandered the streets looking for friends, but mostly, the streets were empty after the blast," said Jennifer Lippold, a German national who lives near Dahab. [*********]

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, in a statement issued by the official MENA news agency, called the Dahab explosions a "wicked terrorist act." [********]
"The president stressed the need to . . . track down those responsible for this wicked terrorist act, so that they pay the penalty by force of law," the report said.

In Washington, President Bush condemned the explosions as "a heinous act against innocent civilians."

The previous attacks in the Sinai took place in the resort of Taba, near the Israeli border, where 34 people were killed in October 2004, and in Sharm el-Sheikh, where 64 people died in July 2005. Egyptian authorities said those attacks were the work of an Islamic group based in the mountains and northern Sinai coast and had no connection with outside organizations. Massive roundups of suspects followed each bombing.

There was no assertion of responsibility for the Dahab killings. Egypt has been a special target of criticism from Ayman al-Zawahiri, an Egyptian who is a top aide of al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden. The explosions also followed by a day an audiotape from bin Laden, broadcast on al-Jazeera satellite television, that called the American people responsible, along with the U.S. government, for making war on Muslims. [********]

Just days ago, the Egyptian government announced the arrest of 22 members of a group called Taifa al-Mansoura, which means the Victorious Group, for threatening violent acts. “Information, documents and interviews with the group members confirmed that they were preparing to carry out terrorist operations against tourist targets, the gas pipeline on the Greater Cairo ring road and some sensitive sites,” said a statement from the Interior Ministry. “They were also preparing to target some Muslim and Christian religious figures and . . . what they described as ‘degenerate youth’ in tourist areas.” [************]
Prosecutors charged the members with downloading instructions from the Internet on how to make explosives and poison. The group was previously unknown in Egypt, but the name matches a resistance organization in Iraq. Authorities identified the Egyptian group's leader as a 27-year-old university student named Ahmad Muhammad Ali Gabr. Gabr used the alias of Abu Musab, the same as one employed by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the leader of al-Qaeda in Iraq.

The Sinai Peninsula is popular with foreign and Egyptian backpackers seeking the rustic surroundings of desert life and diving in the coral reefs that lie close offshore Monday was Sham el-Nisseem, which literally means "to smell the breeze," a spring harvest festival that dates from the rule of the pharaohs. On the holiday, Egyptians picnic at parks, on the Nile River and at the seashore. Meals feature salted fish.

Israel announced the closure of the Taba border crossing. Israelis were more likely to have been in Sinai in large numbers last week during the Passover holiday. Israel's ambassador to Cairo, Shalom Cohen, advised Israelis in the Sinai "to go home," according to Israeli television. [************] [so not timed for Israeli tourists]

Tourism earns Egypt more than $6 billion in foreign exchange yearly, and Egyptian officials regarded the earlier Sinai attacks as indirect means of targeting Mubarak's 25-year rule. The Mubarak government invested heavily in developing the Sinai's Red Sea coast.

The selection of a popular folk holiday for the Dahab bombings was a departure. The Taba and Sharm el-Sheikh bombings occurred on state-related dates: Taba occurred on Oct. 6, 2004, an anniversary of Egypt's 1973 war with Israel, while those in Sharm el-Sheikh came on July 23, the date the Egyptian monarchy was overthrown by Gamal Abdel Nasser in 1952.

In the Taba and Sharm el-Sheikh plots, Sinai Bedouins -- thousands of whom live in and roam the hardscrabble interior -- provided Egyptian Islamic militants with explosives available from quarries in the area, as well as with weapons and even land mines left over from the '67 war, Interior Ministry officials said. On remote Halal Mountain, Egyptian officials identified a tribal leader named Salem Shonoubi as the prime protector of the Taba and Sharm el-Sheikh suspects. [***********]

Four Taba suspects died carrying out the bombings, which targeted Israeli tourists. Two surviving suspects who have been arraigned lived in the northern Sinai town of El Arish: Mohammed Gaez, an appliance dealer who is suspected of fashioning timers for the bombs, and Mohammed Rabaa, a metalworker who allegedly fitted the explosives onto vehicles. Both are on trial in the bombings.

Suspects in the Sharm el-Sheikh attacks are also due in court soon. Three who died in the attacks were identified as known fugitives from roundups after the Taba killings. They lived in Rafah. [**************]

The Mubarak government cracked down harshly on Islamic political and violent groups in the 1990s, and officials had long considered homegrown terrorism to be all but eradicated. [*********] The new wave of domestically bred bombers is blamed on the influence of Salafism, a militant, fundamentalist form of Sunni Islam [******] that is related to the Wahhabi Islam dominant in Saudi Arabia.
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Qaeda Video Vows Iraq Defeat for 'Crusader' U.S. 

By DEXTER FILKINS [-zarqawi] [-ir] [made tape days after OBL’s and after at least one of the Egypt explosions] [appears to show up OBL] [interesting] [use psci [469] [********]
BAGHDAD, Iraq, Wednesday, April 26 — A man identifying himself as Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the head of Al Qaeda in Iraq, appeared in a video released Tuesday calling the American effort here a "crusader" campaign and denouncing the efforts to form a new Iraqi government.

The 34-minute video, posted on a Web site used by jihadist groups, shows a man who appears to be Mr. Zarqawi, speaking and gesturing, meeting with his lieutenants, and firing long bursts from an American machine gun in a stretch of empty desert. He has a mustache and a beard, wears black fatigues and a cap, and at one point identifies himself by name. He also refers to himself as "the brains of Al Qaeda in Iraq."

The video predicted American "defeat and humiliation" while praising the insurgents in Iraq and urging them on, saying at one point, "They are slaughtering your children and shaming your women." 

"God almighty has chosen you to conduct holy war in your lands and has opened the doors of paradise to you," he said. "So mujahedeen, don't dare close those doors."

He also mocked President Bush and accused him of lying to the American people.

"Why don't you tell about the reality of your soldiers and their failure to fight?" he said on the video. "Why don't you tell your people about the soldiers who commit suicide? Why don't you tell your people that your soldiers cannot have any sleep without taking drugs, which makes them like animals?"

He said American troops were "driven by your generals, who are like the crusaders and evangelists, to the slaughterhouse."

Mr. Zarqawi, a Jordanian, is believed responsible for dozens of car and suicide bombings here that have killed and wounded thousands of Iraqi civilians. He also took credit for the November bombing of three hotels in Jordan that killed at least 57 people.

While the authenticity of the video could not be verified, an American official said Tuesday night that intelligence agencies had completed an analysis of the video and concluded that the speaker was Mr. Zarqawi. The man who appears in the video bears a strong resemblance to various photos the American and Jordanian governments have distributed of him.

If it is authentic, the video would be the first time that Mr. Zarqawi had willingly shown his face to the world. And it would amount to a public resurfacing after several months of obscurity.

In January, Mr. Zarqawi's group, Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia, declared that it had joined something called The Freedom Fighter Council with several other insurgent groups and submitted itself to the leadership of an Iraqi man, identified as Abdullah al-Baghdadi.

Al Qaeda then stopped taking credit for attacks altogether in Iraq, and the Freedom Fighter Council has not claimed responsibility for the kind of mass murder of civilians for which Mr. Zarqawi has been blamed.

Even so, the suicide attacks and car bombs have continued, and American officials said Mr. Zarqawi's group was the most likely culprit in the destruction of the golden shrine in Samarra, which had set off a wave of sectarian bloodletting and brought the country to the brink of civil war, one of his professed goals.

The video, titled "Address to the People," was part propaganda blast against the United States and President Bush, and part paean to the insurgency in Iraq. Though it makes references throughout to Al Qaeda, the video carried the signature of "The Freedom Fighter Council."

"Your mujahedeen sons were able to confront the most ferocious of crusader campaigns against a Muslim state," the speaker said, gesturing with an index finger. "They have stood in the face of this onslaught for three years."

It was not immediately clear why Mr. Zarqawi would release such a video now. It was made public just two days after Osama bin Laden, the leader of Al Qaeda, released an audio tape accusing the West of a "Zionist-crusaders war on Islam," a statement similar in parts to Mr. Zarqawi's.

Many experts believe that there are elements of a rivalry between Mr. Zarqawi and Mr. bin Laden, despite the declaration in 2004 that Mr. Zarqawi was submitting himself to Mr. bin Laden's leadership. While Mr. bin Laden has been in hiding since late 2001, presumably in Pakistan, Mr. Zarqawi has become the world's most active terrorist.

The video released Tuesday opens with an excerpt of a speech by Mr. bin Laden urging men to take up a jihad against the West, and in it, the man identified as Mr. Zarqawi refers to Mr. bin Laden as "our prince."

Several other explanations for releasing the video also suggested themselves, including the possibility that the timing was meant to coincide with the first steps toward a new Iraqi government, which was agreed on last week after a five-month deadlock. The government is made up of leaders from the country's Shiite majority, as well as Kurds and Sunnis. The Sunnis form the backbone of the guerrilla insurgency.

Indeed, American and Iraqi officials have been hoping for months that the greater inclusion of Sunnis in the democratic process could begin to marginalize insurgents and terrorists like Mr. Zarqawi, who have hidden among the population.

On Wednesday, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld made a surprise visit to Baghdad — his first in 2006 — to meet with Jawad al-Maliki and other officials just days after the Shiite politician was selected as prime minister-designate. A spokesman for Mr. Rumsfeld said his visit was intended to offer support for the new government.

Mr. Zarqawi, in a letter obtained by American forces in January 2004 believed to have been written by him, expressed concern that his efforts in Iraq could be undermined by a functioning democracy. In the video, the Iraqi government is singled out.

"By God, you will have no peace in the land of Islam," the speaker says. "Your dreams will be defeated by our blood and by our bodies. What is coming is even worse." 

He then refers to the Shiites as "Rawafidh," which means, roughly, "rejecter."

"We believe that any government made up of rejecter or godless Kurds or people who call themselves Sunnis is only a collaborators' government, and that it would be a sword in the Islamic nation's body," he said.

The video could have been intended to dispel any notion that Mr. Zarqawi is dead or unable to lead his movement. Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia said last year that Mr. Zarqawi had been wounded while fighting in Iraq, and there was widespread speculation that he had died. Various statements, including ones believed to have been made by him, asserted that he had recovered. There was no mention of any wounds in the video.

Mr. Zarqawi is perhaps the single most hunted man in Iraq, with the Americans offering a $25 million reward for information leading to his death or capture. His picture, particularly the one taken from a booking photo at a jail, hangs on the walls of American and Iraqi checkpoints here. There are unverified reports that Mr. Zarqawi was in either American or Iraqi custody at some point after the fall of Saddam Hussein's government in April 2003.

The man in the video cuts a vigorous figure. When he holds up the heavy machine gun, he shows his bare forearms. The scenery surrounding him is mostly flat and brown and bare, suggesting any number of places in the Middle East.

In another frame, he is shown poring over a map, and in another he is meeting with someone referred to in a caption as "one of the commanders in Anbar Province," a large area in western Iraq.

Unlike Mr. Zarqawi, the other men in the video are masked. At one point in the tape, a printed imperative flashes across the screen.

"Don't forget to pray for us," it says.

Scott Shane contributed reporting from Washington for this article.
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Zarqawi Taunts U.S. in Video
Leader of Al-Qaeda in Iraq Vows to Thwart New Baghdad Government

By Karen DeYoung
Washington Post Staff Writer
Wednesday, April 26, 2006; A01 [-zarqawi] [-ir] [made tape days after OBL’s and after at least one of the Egypt explosions] [appears to show up OBL] [interesting] [use psci [469] [********] [ditto]
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the Jordanian leader of al-Qaeda in Iraq, showed his face in a video for the first time yesterday, accusing President Bush of lying to Americans about U.S. military victories in Iraq and vowing to destroy efforts to form a new government there.

Zarqawi predicted that "America will go out of Iraq, humiliated, defeated," in the 34-minute video, which showed him posing in the desert, firing an automatic rifle and consulting with other men whose faces were hidden.

In the three years since the beginning of the Iraq war, Zarqawi has issued numerous audiotapes, and occasional videos with his face concealed -- including during his beheading of U.S. contractor Nicholas Berg in May 2004 -- in which intelligence officials confirmed his identity through voice analysis. In the video posted yesterday on a radical Islamic Web site and dated April 21, only Zarqawi, bearded and wearing a black sweater and skullcap, was identifiable.

U.S. intelligence officials who evaluated the video, the bulk of which was devoted to his delivery of a lengthy speech in which he claimed that mujaheddin forces now had "the upper hand on the battlefield," said it was genuine.

Two days ago, al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden released an audiotape urging followers to prepare for a drawn-out conflict with the West. Bin Laden appeared briefly as a static image in the Zarqawi videotape with a voice-over calling on Islamic youth to fight "crusaders and Jews" wherever they are, especially in Saudi Arabia and Egypt, according to a translation provided by the Washington-based SITE Institute, which monitors terrorist Internet sites.

"All the good results are coming toward us, so my nation, do not give up. Don't be lazy," Zarqawi said in the video, titled "A Message to the People." During a discourse lasting approximately 20 minutes and simultaneously filmed by two cameras -- one placed in front of him and one slightly to the side, he was seated before a blank wall with a rifle beside him. Wearing an ammunition vest, he rarely looked directly into the camera and his downcast eyes seemed to be reading from a text held in front of him.

Zarqawi's face remained expressionless, but his voice was strong and he repeatedly raised his hand for emphasis. There was no indication where the tape was made, although he said that he was "not far away" from the Abu Ghraib prison, on the western edge of Baghdad.

Accusing Bush of "arrogance" in refusing to respond to bin Laden's recent offer of "a long-term truce," Zarqawi said the president had "become a liar to your own people . . . you claim that everything is under control . . . and it appears afterward that you are lying."

Bush, he said, was concealing from Americans that U.S. troops had "failed to fight," had committed suicide and took drugs that "make them like animals."

The United States had brought "rotten democracy" to Iraq and thought that a multiparty government would "get you out of the ditch you are in." As far as the mujaheddin were concerned, Zarqawi said, "any government in Iraq, whatever it is, will be like a dagger in the heart of the Muslim nation." Referring to Sunni political parties that last weekend agreed to participate in a Shiite-majority government, he said they had "put a rope around the necks of the Sunnis" and warned that the insurgents would target any who participated in the Iraqi military and police.

In Iraq, an aide to transitional Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jafari attributed Zarqawi's unprecedented appearance to unease over the long-delayed agreement reached last weekend to form a multi-party government. "Now they have seen that the government has broken the deadlock," Adnan Ali al-Kadhimi said in a telephone interview in Baghdad. "They are feeling this might be the last chance they have to survive. They [the insurgents] are fighting everyone in Iraq. Every Iraqi. I think that shows how weak they are."

But a U.S. counterterrorism official, who spoke on the condition that he not be identified, said it was equally likely that Zarqawi's message was designed to reassert his preeminence among Iraq's dozen or more recognized Sunni insurgent groups and "to give the impression of unity."

Over the past several months, reports of dissension and realignment within the insurgency have swirled through the Arab press and jihadi online forums. Zarqawi's name, and that of his group, al-Qaeda in Iraq, have largely disappeared from the Web sites where he long claimed credit for attacks on U.S. forces and propounded extremist doctrine.

His lowered profile began with the Jan. 15 announcement that al-Qaeda in Iraq and five other Sunni insurgent groups had formed a coalition called the Mujaheddin Shura Council (the Arabic word shura connotes consultation among decision makers). Since then, all attack claims by the groups have been issued by the coalition's "military wing."

The council adopted a new insignia, an image of hands reaching up to jointly clasp the staff of a waving green flag with Arabic script reading: "There is no God but God. Mohammed is the Prophet of God." The insignia was superimposed in the corner of yesterday's video, and Zarqawi himself made reference to the coalition, describing it "like an umbrella of all the mujaheddin in Iraq. They all stretch their hands and stand on the same line."

Although the coalition publicly invited all insurgent groups to join, several prominent groups -- including Ansar al-Sunnah, the 1920 Revolution Brigades and the Islamic Army in Iraq, were noticeably absent from its ranks. One statement circulated on the Internet, allegedly signed by these groups and others, claimed they had formed their own coalition to strengthen their position in Iraq's western Anbar province, a Sunni stronghold, and were ending their cooperation with al-Qaeda.

The import of Zarqawi's lowered profile, the formation of the council and the refusal of prominent members of the insurgency to join it have been the subject of much debate among counterterrorist analysts within the Bush administration, the U.S. military and private organizations that monitor his pronouncements.

Some have seen it as evidence that Zarqawi and al-Qaeda are retreating in the face of their failure to stop the democratic progress in Iraq or alternatively that Zarqawi -- who has been criticized in the past by al-Qaeda for brutal tactics that alienate the Muslim population -- had been demoted as the head of his own organization.

Commentary on al-Arabiya television and newspapers including the pan-Arab al-Hayat and the Palestinian al-Watan Voice have cited sources confirming Zarqawi's diminished role. The son of Abdullah Azzam, bin Laden's onetime mentor, emerged early this month to declare that Zarqawi had been stripped of his political role and relegated to military operations by the "high command" of the Iraqi resistance.

Al-Quds al-Arabi, a London-based Arab nationalist daily, reported that Jordan-based Hudayf Azzam had been "commissioned" by the resistance to convey a new image and "to show that the resistance controls al-Zarqawi and his group, and not the other way around."

U.S. counterterrorism analysts, however, have dismissed such conclusions as wishful and dangerous thinking. They have warned the changes could portend an operational division of insurgent groups in Iraq, with Zarqawi and those most closely allied with al-Qaeda shifting their focus to neighboring countries, particularly Jordan, while the rest continue to wage war against the United States and the new Iraqi government. Still others have ruefully acknowledged that three years into the Iraq war, little is known for certain about the internal workings of the insurgency.

Penetrating its shadowy organization has long been among the most vexing problems for U.S. intelligence and military forces in Iraq. How it is defined has significant political implications in this country. The Bush administration's efforts to tie the Iraq conflict to the larger war against global terrorism have long emphasized a leading role for Zarqawi, al-Qaeda and the "foreign fighters" it says slip over the border from Syria.

"We're still looking at this intensely to see how it shakes out," a senior administration official said of the reports from Iraq before the emergence of yesterday's video. "It's an important development and one we need to look at. But at the end of the day Zarqawi is still going to be a major player."

Correspondents Craig Whitlock in Berlin and Nelson Hernandez in Baghdad and researcher Julie Tate in Washington contributed to this report.
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10 Arrested in Egyptian Resort Blasts

The attack is the third in the tourist-dependent Sinai peninsula since October 2004. Casualty count is revised to 18 dead and 85 wounded.

By Ken Ellingwood and Hossam Halawy
Special to The Times
April 26, 2006 [Egypt] [2nd attack in as many days] [elsewhere in today’s external] [Egypt detained some 10 persons] [related to bin laden’s recent tape] [?] [is zarqawi tape a challenge to OBL] [?] [************] [use psci] [469]

DAHAB, Egypt — Egyptian authorities Tuesday arrested 10 people in connection with a trio of blasts that left at least 18 dead and more than 80 wounded, casting a pall over this Bohemian-flavored beach resort.

Officials provided few details on the arrests, which were reported on state-owned Egyptian television a day after the near-simultaneous explosions went off along a promenade of open-air restaurants, bars and souvenir stores on the shore of the Gulf of Aqaba. It was the third bombing attack on the tourism-dependent Sinai peninsula since October 2004 and has renewed security worries in Egypt, which has close ties to the United States.

The government revised its casualty count to 18 dead, including 12 Egyptians and six foreigners, and 85 injured. Other counts placed the death toll as high as 24. The foreign victims were a German, a Swiss, a Russian, a Lebanese and two women whose nationality had not been determined, said Magdy Rady, a government spokesman. He said most of the injured were Egyptians. 

It remained unclear how the Dahab bombings had been carried out, although officials appeared to be discounting the possibility of suicide bombers in favor of a scenario of carefully timed remote-controlled detonation. 

Witnesses said the explosions came in quick succession shortly after 7 p.m. as many visitors, including large numbers of Egyptians celebrating the Sham el Nessim spring holiday or the end of the Coptic Christian Easter, strolled along the half-mile strip of shops and eateries. 

"I saw dead people. I saw people mutilated. Smoke was coming out of their chests. I saw someone with his arm missing," said Ahmed Wasfy, an assistant manager at an outdoor cafe 50 yards from one of the three blast sites. 

"Whoever did this is a terrorist, but a clever terrorist. He didn't lose anything. But he made everybody lose," Wasfy said. He scrutinized the faces of the dead at the hospital after the bombing, he said, in a frantic search for a friend, who later turned up unharmed.

Other witnesses reported an eerie hush as the bars and cafes stilled their music after the explosions. Although the blasts blew out several storefronts, including a jewelry shop named Mona Lisa, its effects were concentrated, suggesting that the bombs were not particularly powerful. Rady said most of the injuries were caused by flying glass.

By Tuesday morning, all of the wounded had been moved from Dahab's tiny hospital to better-equipped facilities in the larger resort of Sharm el Sheik, farther south, or in Cairo, the capital. Riot police clad in black surrounded the entrance to the Sharm el Sheik hospital, barring journalists and relatives of the wounded from entering.

Israelis, who flock to Sinai's beaches during holidays, Tuesday streamed north over the border crossing at Eilat in Israel. Thousands had been in Sinai during the recent Passover holiday. 

No group has claimed responsibility for the bombings Tuesday. 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak pledged a strong response to what he called "blind terrorism." 

More than a dozen suspects are scheduled to go on trial next month in connection with the bombing attack last year in Sharm el Sheik and the 2004 bombings in Taba and Ras Shitan in northern Sinai. The Sharm el Sheik attack, which also involved multiple blasts, killed more than 60 people; 34 died in the earlier bombings. 

Egyptian authorities have blamed the two earlier attacks on a group of local Bedouin militants centered on the northern Sinai city of El Arish.

A variety of factors, including its popularity among Israeli and Western tourists, have made the Sinai peninsula a favored target for attack, terrorism experts say.

"The coast combines all the elements of a desirable target, especially for global jihad," Brig. Gen. Elkana Har-Nof, an Israeli government counter-terrorism official, told Israel's Army Radio.

Har-Nof cited the area's remoteness, its many smuggling routes, the ready availability of explosives and the fact that impoverished local Bedouins could be recruited to help stage attacks.

The Egyptian government recently announced the arrests of 22 members of a militant group dubbed the Taifa al Mansoura, or the Victorious Sect, on charges that they were plotting assassinations and planned to bomb tourist resorts.

Officials and residents took note that, like the previous bombings, the attack Tuesday in Dahab roughly coincided with a political anniversary — the annual commemoration of Israel's 1982 handover of the Sinai under terms of the peace treaty signed with Egypt three years earlier.

The Taba bombings in October 2004 came a day after the national holiday marking the 1973 Arab-Israeli war, and the Sharm el Sheik attack fell on the day Egyptians celebrate the 1952 revolution that brought down the monarchy.

Merchants and other residents said they feared that the latest attack would harm the economic prospects in Dahab. The town, once an undeveloped getaway for divers and sun lovers looking for a spot off the beaten track, now offers well-appointed resort compounds next to its wave-flecked bay.

"It's not like Sharm because we don't have 500 hotels that can discount their prices to bring tourists," said Della Levanos, a bar owner who arrived 20 years ago, before there was electricity here.

Outside her establishment, a popular spot called Tota Dance Bar, Levanos had scribbled messages of nonviolence in colored chalk on a pair of big blackboards. "Stop violence everywhere," read one.

"We have to say enough is enough," she said.

Throughout much of the afternoon, a band of 50 to 100 marchers made their way up and down the beachfront district, chanting against terrorism as they moved past workmen replacing the wooden rails of a footbridge that was damaged by explosions at each end.

Not far away, the mournful recitation of Koranic verses issued from the big speakers at a cafe. Posted in front, beneath a menu display that boasted of grilled calamari and chicken with curry, was a hand-lettered poster: "Life Goes On." 

At a damaged postcard shop, employee Galal Rabea swept debris from a floor still caked with blood. His expression was grim and his tone bitter.

"What can I say," he offered. "May God punish them."

Ellingwood is a Times staff writer and Halawy is a special correspondent. Times staff writer Laura King in Jerusalem contributed to this report.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/27/world/africa/27egypt.html
April 27, 2006

Peacekeepers Targets of New Sinai Attacks 

By MICHAEL SLACKMAN [Egypt] [hydra] [last couple days’ attacks] [seem local but coincided with bin laden tape last weekend and zarqawi video tape Tuesday night] [latter may be defiance of former] [alqaeda] [use psci] [469]
EL ARISH, Egypt, April 26 — Two suicide bombers attacked members of a multinational peacekeeping force in the northern Egyptian Sinai on Wednesday, two days after a triple bomb attack killed nearly two dozen in a resort south of here. [********]

The suicide blasts were small, officials said, killing only the attackers while damaging two security vehicles. [****] But their timing — so soon after Monday's attacks — and the location in one of the Egypt's highest security zones raised concerns that the country might again be faced with the kind of sustained terrorist threat [****] it struggled to suppress a decade ago.

The bombings on Wednesday — against members of a multinational peacekeeping force established in 1982 after a peace treaty between Egypt and Israel — came as investigators rounded up suspects and sorted through evidence in the triple bomb attack on the southern Sinai resort town of Dahab. [*********]

The latest attacks added to a general sense of anxiety, both inside and outside the government, over challenges facing the Arab world's most populated country.[****]  The government has been buffeted on multiple fronts, from sectarian strife in Alexandria, where a Muslim resident recently attacked three Coptic Christian churches, [*****] sparking days of riots, to a protest by thousands of judges demanding independence from the executive branch, to the emergence of the fundamentalist Muslim Brotherhood as the only organized political opposition. [************]

The string of bombings in the Sinai — at a time when the government has increasingly moved to stifle political opposition — has also prompted many people to charge that the authorities are so focused on political control they have undermined their ability to fight terrorism. [**********]

"The problem is you cannot separate what's happening now from the general atmosphere in Egypt," said Dr. Emad Gad, [*****] an analyst at the government-financed Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies in Cairo. "There is a state of apprehension. Part of the problem rests in the fact that the Egyptian security agencies are concerned about confronting civil society interactions." [*************]
While the government insists it has made every effort to combat domestic terrorism, it has appeared stumped over to how to safeguard its tourist industry in the Sinai, one of the pillars of the nation’s economy. 

Magdy Rady, the chief government spokesman, said Wednesday night that the government recognized that it needed to address security in the Sinai in a comprehensive way — from improving roads to building schools — and said the government had developed a master plan to address the many concerns of the region. But he disputed the notion that the spate of attacks suggested a government failure, saying they occurred as tourism and the economy had begun to improve.

“The prime minister said something very true, that it seems like there are some people who do not like for Egypt to wake up,” Mr. Rady said. “We were approaching a record in tourism. We are heading to a 6 or 7 percent growth rate, part of it because of investment, part because of tourism, and all this terrorism will affect this.” [********]
The aftermath of the Dahab attack demonstrated the nearly impossible task the government faced in trying to deter terrorism. While security at hotels has been tightened around the country, those responsible for Dahab went after the softest of targets [******]— the middle of a crowded pedestrian walkway. Men, women and children were killed and maimed.

There have been multiple bombings in the Sinai in the last two years, and investigators say that what is worrisome is that they all appear connected — including Dahab and the suicide blasts. [*********] 

Investigators said the attacks seemed to be the work of locals, mostly people from the Northern Sinai [******] region who know the area and can avoid the intense security and checkpoints that are routine here, and have decided that they are willing to kill to undermine the government. An Interior Ministry statement said it had information that the attackers in Dahab and Northern Sinai were Sinai Bedouins. [********] 

"It is obvious that there is a link, especially since there are still suspects at large from the first attacks," said a top security official [********] who asked not to be identified because he was not authorized to speak publicly. 

The first attack on Wednesday occurred about 11 a.m. when a suicide bomber exploded a device near a van carrying two Egyptian officials and two peacekeepers with the multinational force, not far from their base in Al Gorah, about 15 miles west of the Gaza Strip.[******]

The second bomb blew up five minutes later beside an Egyptian police vehicle responding to the first attack, [*******] officials with the multinational force said, adding that the bombers were the only ones injured in either attack.

But the bombings, while far less bloody than those in Dahab, sent a chill through Cairo. [**********]

For the first time since Hosni Mubarak became president, Egyptians are pressing his government in ways they have never dared to before, and the protests continue despite beatings and arrests by the security forces. As the suicide bombers were attacking the peacekeeping forces, for example, some of Egypt's most prominent judges were in the eighth day of a Cairo sit-in to demand independence from the executive branch. [********]

“There are cracks everywhere, and what we have seen in the recent weeks are symptoms of deeper cracks in the regime,” said Saad Eddin Ibrahim, who was once jailed for his own democracy work. 

“The people are no longer as afraid of the regime as they used to be,” he said. “Part of it is because of their ineptitude of handling big problems in the country whether social, political, or economic.” [************]
Mr. Rady, the government spokesman disagrees, saying that it is because of Egypt’s successes that it has been the target of attacks. 

“Even though there are some trespasses, we are heading the right way in many things, and every time we are about to accomplish something, there is a hit that brings us back a bit,” he said. “We are adamant to head for our target despite all these problems. But there is someone trying to pull us back.” [*********]
Mona el-Naggar contributed reporting from Cairo for this article.

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company
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Two Bombers Target Forces in Egypt
Only Attackers Die As Police in Sinai, Troops Escape Injury

By Daniel Williams
Washington Post Foreign Service
Thursday, April 27, 2006; A14 [Egypt] [hydra] [last couple days’ attacks] [seem local but coincided with bin laden tape last weekend and zarqawi video tape Tuesday night] [latter may be defiance of former] [alqaeda] [use psci] [469] [ditto]
CAIRO, April 26 -- Bombers targeting Egyptian police and a U.S.-led multinational peacekeeping force killed only themselves in a pair of attacks Wednesday in northern Sinai, two days after blasts at a resort in the southern part of the peninsula left at least 18 civilians dead.

The attacks displayed the Egyptian government's continuing difficulty in pacifying the rugged Sinai region, which has become a stronghold for violent groups, [******] government officials said.

In the first attack Wednesday, a man approached a vehicle operated by the Multinational Force and Observers or MFO, which has monitored the Sinai as an element of the 1979 Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty. [*****] The bomber blew himself up, perhaps as he tossed an explosive at the vehicle, according to Mahmoud Fishawy, a spokesman for the Interior Ministry.

The blast broke a window of the vehicle, which was carrying two police agents and soldiers from the Norwegian and New Zealand contingents. Neither the Egyptian police officers nor the peacekeepers were injured, Fishawy said.

A second bomber was riding a bicycle and tried to block a police car carrying two Egyptian police officers on their way to investigate the first explosion. The bomber also blew himself up, said Fishawy, labeling it a suicide attack. Neither of the police officers was hurt. [********]

The peacekeeping force has operated largely in safety. Last August, however, a roadside bomb detonated near an MFO vehicle and slightly wounded two Canadian peacekeepers.

The Wednesday attacks followed the deployment of extra police officers and soldiers and additional checkpoints in the Sinai after Monday's explosions in the town of Dahab, where three bombs exploded on a seaside promenade. [**********]

The Egyptian interior minister, Habib al-Adli, said the bombings this week were linked to an attack last July in Sharm el-Sheikh, which killed 64 people, and to one in 2004 in Taba and another nearby resort close to the Israeli border, which killed 34 people. [********]

Egyptian officials have blamed the bombings on Islamic extremists who have their roots in a disaffected Bedouin population that has complained of government repression and neglect. [*******] Massive police roundups of suspects that followed the Taba and Sharm el-Sheikh bombings also stirred discontent, officials said. In an announcement about Wednesday’s bombings, the Interior Ministry specified that the second attacker was Bedouin.

“Sinai is a place where the government has not been present,” a senior government official acknowledged. “Bedouins know the area better than any security official.” [*********]
President Hosni Mubarak, a longtime U.S. ally, recently hinted he would extend emergency laws that have been in force since 1981, on the grounds that easing them would pose "a serious danger." [*****] The laws, originally justified as a means to fight terrorism, permit authorities to detain Egyptians indefinitely without charges, try civilians in military courts and restrict public gatherings, speech and political activity. Opposition groups and pro-democracy forces say the laws are used to buttress Mubarak's 25-year reign and stifle reform in advance of a move to transfer power to his son, Gamal.

In addition to the Sinai attacks, Egypt has recently experienced a spike in violence between Muslims and Coptic Christians, a minority in Egypt. Two weekends ago, [*****] the fatal stabbing of an elderly Coptic man by a Muslim assailant ignited three days of sectarian street battles in the Mediterranean port city of Alexandria.

Moreover, police killed at least 10 Egyptians during parliamentary elections last year when security agents blocked access to several polling stations, and on Dec. 30 last year, [******]  23 Sudanese migrants were killed when police cleared an encampment in Cairo set up to protest refugee repatriations. [********]

The bombings Wednesday took place near the peacekeeping force's base near the town of Rafah, on Egypt's border with the Gaza Strip.

A statement from the force's headquarters in Rome said the first assault took place at 11 a.m., as a peacekeeping vehicle left the el-Gorah base. The Egyptian police had visited the base to handle travel paperwork for the peacekeepers, the Interior Ministry said. The second bombing attempt took place 35 minutes later on a road between Rafah and el-Gorah.

The multinational force includes 1,800 troops from 10 countries: the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Italy, France, Colombia, Hungary, Uruguay and Fiji. Although not technically a member, Norway provides the force with three officers. [**********]

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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Six-Nation Bloc Plans Anti-Terror Maneuvers

By Edward Cody
Washington Post Foreign Service
Thursday, April 27, 2006; A20 [balance of power politics] [china and Russia, and some stans] [joint military, counterterrorism excercises presumably to demonstrate capability to local hydra] [and US] [********] [use psci] [469] [***********]
BEIJING, April 26 -- China, Russia and four Central Asian nations announced Wednesday that they will hold joint anti-terrorism exercises next year, [*****] emphasizing a desire to balance U.S. military influence in Asia with stepped-up preparations of their own. [********]

The regional security grouping, known as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, [***********] includes Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. [******] Its activities have centered mainly on guarding against cross-border threats to internal stability, particularly from militant Islamic groups. [**********]

Guo Boxiong, vice chairman of the Chinese Communist Party's Central Military Commission, said the plans for joint drills demonstrate the group's growing role in maintaining security in the region, the official New China News Agency said. He vowed that defense ministers from the six nations will work together to combat what China calls the "three forces" -- separatism, terrorism and extremism -- that threaten to provoke unrest in the area. [**********]

In a communique, the six nations said next year's exercises will be held in Russia. [******] They did not detail what activities were planned. But the Russian defense minister, Sergei Ivanov, told reporters here that the exercises will be designed by a group of military and anti-terrorism experts to enhance regional security coordination and are not aimed at any third country.

In China's case, the threat has mainly come from Uighur separatists in the heavily Muslim Xinjiang autonomous region of western China. [******] Through common Turkic languages and history, the estimated 8 million Uighur people have maintained ties to their Central Asian neighbors even as the region increasingly is populated by China's Han majority. [******] As a result, Beijing is eager to cultivate influence with the governments of those nations, lest Uighur militants find support and encouragement from across the borders.

China also has a growing stake in maintaining a stable environment in Central Asia, which is a source of oil and gas for the energy-hungry Chinese economy. [*****] Although Russia traditionally has played a leading role in the region -- the nations of Central Asia were Soviet satellites -- Chinese diplomacy and trade have established a significant presence in recent years. [*****] The Shanghai Cooperation Organization was formally organized in 2001 under Chinese leadership. [**********]

The first joint anti-terrorism maneuvers by the group were held in 2003, although Uzbekistan did not participate. [*****] They included some exercises in the Xinjiang region.

Separately, China and Russia held bilateral military exercises last August. [*****] They were billed as a drill against ethnic unrest but also were interpreted as a demonstration that Beijing and Moscow want the United States to understand it is not the only guarantor of security in the region despite its dominant role since World War II.[***********]

© 2006 The Washington Post Company

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-top29apr29,1,3634689.story?coll=la-headlines-world
Terror Suspect Eludes Indonesia Police

From the Associated Press
April 29, 2006 [sea] [hydra] [alqeada] [affiliate] [noording mohammed top] [on lamb] [**********] [use psci 469]

JAKARTA, Indonesia — One of Southeast Asia's most wanted suspected terrorists escaped capture when security forces raided his hide-out before dawn today, killing two militants and arresting two, [****] police said. 

Malaysian fugitive Noordin Mohammed Top, regarded as a key leader of the militant group Jemaah Islamiah, [****] fled before heavily armed police arrived at the house on the island of Java, [*****] police spokesman Brig. Gen. Anton Bahrul Alam told El Shinta radio. 

Authorities began staking out the location in Binangun, a village in Central Java province, three months ago, "but when they launched their raid at around 3 a.m., he was gone," [*****] Alam said, as he headed to the scene by helicopter from the capital, Jakarta. 

Two suspects were killed in a shootout, National Police Chief Gen. Sutanto told El Shinta. 

Noordin is accused of involvement in at least four attacks, including the 2002 Bali bombings. [********]

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-briefs29.4apr29,1,1511003.story?coll=la-headlines-world
IN BRIEF / BRITAIN

Five Plead Not Guilty in London Bomb Plot

From Times Staff and Wire Reports
April 29, 2006 [London] [hydra] [alqaeda wannabes] [remember these were copy cats on 7/21 2 weeks after the real thing on 7/7] [followup] [******] [use psci] [469] [media jihad]
Five men pleaded not guilty to murder conspiracy and other charges in the failed attempt to bomb London's transit system on July 21. 

Muktar Said Ibrahim, 27; Ramzi Mohammed, 23; Yassin Omar, 24; Manfo Asiedu, 32; and Hussain Osman, 27, all of London, appeared via video link at the Central Criminal Court, all responding "not guilty" as the charges were read. [****]

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/30/world/europe/30spain.html
April 30, 2006

Unsent E-Mail Helped Plotters Coordinate Madrid Bombings 

By RENWICK McLEAN [spain] [eu] [followup] [new info on how the Madrid jihadis communicated] [use psci] [469] [***********]
MADRID, April 29 — One of the leading figures indicted in the March 11, 2004, train bombings in Madrid used a simple trick that allowed him to communicate with his confederates on ordinary e-mail accounts [****] but still avoid government detection, according to the judge investigating the case.

Instead of sending the messages, the man, Hassan el Haski, saved them as drafts on accounts he shared with other militants, said papers issued by the judge, Juan del Olmo. They all knew the password, so they could access the accounts to read his unsent notes and post replies the same way,[****]  the judge said. This way, the notes left less of a digital trail that the government could track. [I already have this somewhere] [I think there was a piece on same in 2005 or 2006] [also I think the 2006 discovery-times 2 specials on al qaeda say same] [not exactly new] [but interesting nevertheless] [*****]

Intelligence officials have said in the past that some terrorist groups were using the method, which investigators call a "virtual dead drop." But few concrete examples had come to light until now, and its possible use in such a major attack, along with the wide circle of contacts that Mr. Haski maintained, [****] officials say, raises the possibility that it is much more widespread among terrorists than previously thought. [*******] 

Few details of this use of e-mail accounts were given in a lengthy indictment that was released to news organizations this month and that named 29 suspects, most of them North African, in connection with the Madrid attack. But because of testimony from one of the suspects in the Madrid bombings, the government now contends that such shared accounts were apparently used by the conspirators as early as late 2003. [******] 

"This is probably a common method of communication among jihadists in Europe," [******] Javier Jordán, the director of the Center for Security Studies and Analysis at the University of Granada, said in a telephone interview.

"Haski is a person who traveled a lot and had lots of contacts," Mr. Jordán said. "If he used this method, a logical interpretation is that many others did, too."

The indictment includes testimony from a man named Attila Turk, a native of Turkey who was arrested on terrorism charges in France in 2004. Mr. Turk was trying to flee Europe after the Madrid bombings, fearing arrest. [*****] He asked Mr. Haski for help, he testified.

“Hassan had given me an address on the Internet the day that I left,” the indictment quotes Mr. Turk as testifying. “I was to check the Internet address in question every day and to go to the draft menu to check for messages.” [**********]
"The only way to get in touch with him was through the e-mail address Babana12002 with password Wahd11," Mr. Turk said. "Hassan told me that the address worked in Yahoo or in Hotmail." [*******]

Spanish investigators contend that by saving the messages as drafts, the men did not leave the digital traces that are normally created when e-mail messages are sent, and can often be traced by law enforcement agencies. [************] 

But Mr. Jordán said he was skeptical that the authorities were as unable as they claimed to track unsent messages. "There is still communication between the computer and the server," he said. "I wouldn't be surprised if the intelligence services have a way of monitoring that." [*******] [nor would I] [in fact I’m nearly certain NSA and other signal intelligence agencies have attempted to do so] [I certainly hope they are looking into ways to send a script out that surreptisiouly enters large portals and systematically runs through drafts, and other feature folders of email, outlook and others, for any similar gimmick] [check evan kohlman’s site to see if he’s got anything on this] [******]
Mr. Haski, 42, a Moroccan who has lived in Belgium, is portrayed in the indictment as one of the three main conspirators who helped bombers carry out the Madrid attacks, which killed 191 people. He was arrested in the Canary Islands nine months after the bombings, and his trial is to begin next spring. 

Before his arrest, Spanish investigators said, Mr. Haski was a top leader of a terrorist network described as having broad contacts in Europe and Morocco and many ties to the Madrid suspects. [********] The network, the Moroccan Islamic Combatant Group, is described in the indictment as the "supreme point of reference for the Salafist Jihadist Movement in our country." That refers to the followers of an extremist interpretation of Islam. [********]

The indictment also says the group has sent "a large part of its militants to join the ranks or the insurgency in Iraq" and "constitutes the principal concern regarding the end of the conflict and the return of the volunteers to Europe and Morocco." [******]
Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company
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Messages

Some See Hints of Disharmony in Qaeda Tapes 

By DAVID JOHNSTON and MARK MAZZETTI [hydra] alqaeda] [use psci] [469]

WASHINGTON, April 30 — The broadcasts last week by three of the world's best-known terrorist leaders shared at least one common goal, American intelligence officials say. They sought to embarrass the West by showing that the terrorists were still able to communicate with their followers, despite the intensive efforts to capture or kill them and the $25 million bounty that is on each of their heads. [***********] 

But the officials interviewed on Sunday also said that the messages of the three men — Osama bin Laden, Ayman al-Zawahiri and Abu Musab al-Zarqawi — show the differing motives and political interests of Al Qaeda's leadership. [*********] 

Though messages from the three leaders have never before surfaced in the same week, the officials said there was no evidence that the men coordinated the timing of the release of the statements or collaborated on the language used in them. [*********]

Mr. Zarqawi, the leader of a terrorist group in Iraq that has allied itself with Al Qaeda, used his message to assert his primacy as a leader within the insurgency in Iraq and perhaps beyond, the officials said. Mr. bin Laden and Mr. Zawahiri — both of whom have diminished control over terrorist operations — seemed to be trying to position themselves as the inspirational voices of a broader militant movement. [***********]

Some intelligence experts said the tapes were likely to fuel the belief that Mr. bin Laden and Mr. Zarqawi were emerging as rivals for pre-eminence within Al Qaeda. [*****] Although Mr. Zarqawi pledged loyalty to Mr. bin Laden in 2004 and referred to him in his most recent videotape as "our prince," there was little else in his fiery message to suggest he was operating under orders from Mr. bin Laden.

While analysts are continuing to pore over the messages looking for hints of code words, phrasing or images that might be a signal of a future terrorist attack or yield clues to where or when the messages were created, the officials said the broadcasts had not yet furnished fresh evidence that might help the hunt for the terrorist leaders.

They cautioned that because the tapes were created in secrecy and sometimes passed through multiple channels before being broadcast, there might have been large gaps between the times the three broadcasts were made. Still, each of the recordings refers to events that suggest the recordings were recent. 

The officials, including some with access to highly classified intelligence on counterterrorism issues, were given anonymity to speak more freely about delicate information. [*********]

American officials said that Mr. Zarqawi's 34-minute video, which was broadcast on Tuesday on a Web site used by jihadist groups, was the most surprising of the three statements. [******] In the video, Mr. Zarqawi claimed responsibility for the hotel bombings last November in Amman, Jordan, that killed at least 57 people. Intelligence officials have said that such claims of responsibility are an effective fund-raising tool. 

Mr. Zarqawi's video was shown two days after an audio message by Mr. bin Laden was broadcast by Al Jazeera. Then on Friday, a video by Mr. Zawahiri surfaced on the Internet. Mr. Zawahiri, who is Mr. bin Laden's chief deputy and is also regarded as one of his spokesmen,[********]  said that hundreds of suicide bombers in Iraq had "broken America's back."

The officials believe Mr. Zarqawi, a Jordanian, had been trying to lower his profile in recent months to "put an Iraqi face" on the insurgency.

But appearing in black fatigues with an ammunition belt strapped across his chest, Mr. Zarqawi seemed to be asserting[*********]  himself as the most aggressive presence within Al Qaeda. He said that the United States would leave Iraq in "defeat and humiliation." 

Officials who have seen the tape said it was a bold attempt by Mr. Zarqawi, who has in the past appeared in videos with his face hidden. 

"It's an effort on his part to quell rumors that he had been marginalized and to portray himself as a leader of the global jihad," [***********] one counterterrorism official said.

Mr. Zarqawi's video seemed intended for Iraqi viewers. He struck poses that appealed to many Iraqis, showing his bare forearms, holding up a heavy machine gun and speaking derisively about the American occupation. [*********]

The display broke months of quiet, in which Mr. Zarqawi refrained from making statements while his group, Al Qaeda in Mesopotamia, claimed it had joined an organization called The Freedom Fighter Council, [*****]led by a man with an Iraqi name, Abdullah al-Baghdadi. [**********]

The tactic could have been intended to soften the group's reputation. Many Iraqis who use violence to oppose the occupation began to turn away from Mr. Zarqawi after he openly called on fighters to kill Shiite civilians last fall.

Iraqi and American military officials interpreted the release of the video as showing that Mr. Zarqawi was weak, because he felt the need to advertise with his muscles and guns. The timing, they said, was calculated to make Iraqi leaders look helpless as they began to form a permanent government, a process that was set in motion last Saturday.

"The government formation is a big blow to him," said General Mahdi Sabih al-Ghrawi, the commander of Iraq's Public Order Brigade, a large special police force that assists the Iraqi Army in patrolling areas in and around Baghdad. He said Iraqi intelligence officers believe Mr. Zarqawi is in southern Anbar Province.

The State Department's annual survey of global terrorism, issued on Friday, described the insurgency in Iraq as increasingly fractured. The December elections created fissures within the insurgency, the report noted, resulting in some armed clashes between Iraqi Sunnis who had chosen to join the political process and elements of Mr. Zarqawi's network. 

American officials said that Mr. bin Laden and Mr. Zawahiri face a far different political dynamic. The bin Laden network that existed before the attacks of September 2001 has been largely destroyed. Mr. bin Laden is no longer believed capable of exercising daily operational control over an organization that once supplied its members with money, military training and false papers.

The officials said that as a result, Mr. bin Laden, who is believed to be in hiding somewhere along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, must increasingly resort to broadcast messages to inspire his followers. 

Last year, according to the State Department survey, Mr. bin Laden and his deputy began to see propaganda and morale-building as their primary mission.

"By year's end, it appeared that A.Q. senior leadership often inspired terrorist activity but could not direct it as fully as in the past," the report stated, referring to Al Qaeda by its initials.

In their recent messages, Mr. bin Laden and Mr. Zawahiri praised the insurgency but also sought to project Al Qaeda as a factor in a wider war in places far from Iraq.

Mr. bin Laden accused the United States and the European Union of waging "a Zionist-crusader war on Islam," citing their decision to freeze aid payments to the Palestinian government. 

He urged his followers to go to Sudan to fight any Western peacekeeping force that is sent there. The State Department found that the strategy appeared to make political sense. It said in its annual survey of global terrorism, "By remaining at large, and intermittently vocal, bin Laden and Zawahiri symbolize resistance to the international community, demonstrate they retain the capability to influence events, and inspire actual and potential terrorists."

Sabrina Tavernise contributed reporting from Baghdad, Iraq, for this article.

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company
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Saudi Effort Draws on Radical Clerics to Combat Lure of Al-Qaeda

By David B. Ottaway
Washington Post Staff Writer
Sunday, May 7, 2006; A23 [Saudi] [hydra] [Saudi behavior has gradually changed since it came under attack in 2003] [it’s doing things it should have done some time ago] [better late than never I suppose] [*********] [use psci] [469]

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia -- Saudi Arabia has mobilized some of its most militant clerics, including one Osama bin Laden sought to recruit as his spiritual guide, [*****] in a campaign to combat the continuing appeal of al-Qaeda's ideology in the kingdom.

The effort has targeted hundreds of young Saudis whom security forces here have tracked down and arrested as sympathizers or potential recruits. They are then subjected to an intense program of religious reeducation by clerics that sometimes lasts for months. [**********] [re-education camps] [very Marxist like]

Saudi authorities say that about 500 youths have completed the program and been freed since it began in 2004. They remain under close surveillance. "None has been found to get reinvolved in terrorism so far," [*****] said Lt. Gen. Mansour al-Turki, spokesman for the Saudi Interior Ministry, which runs the program together with the Islamic Affairs Ministry. "Their ideology has changed, and they are convinced they were wrong." [oddly suspicious] [I’m sure not a singe one of them has completed the program without reinvolving himself in Jihadis activites] [no mention of how many did not survie program] [*********]
Ministry officials denied a request to interview any of the young people. [*****] The Saudi who relayed the decision said officials worried about what they might say to a foreign reporter.

Mohsen al-Awajy, an Islamic lawyer who is known here as a former radical, was skeptical of the effect. "I'm afraid about 85 to 90 percent of those who claim they are changing their minds as a result of this dialogue might not be truthful," [****] he said.

Turki conceded that Saudi authorities were having great difficulty curbing the appeal of al-Qaeda's ideology among young people, who he said are incited by "the daily killings in Iraq" and a constant barrage of appeals to holy war on Internet sites run by Islamic extremists. [******] Hundreds [very conservative estimate I would guess] [***] have crossed into Iraq to join the insurgency there. "As long as the ideology is alive," Turki said, "we cannot guarantee no new terrorists will come along."

Abdel Mohsen al-Obeikan, a former militant cleric now playing a prominent part in the reeducation program, compared the challenge to the war on drugs in the United States. [*******] "You cannot stop drugs, either," he said. As soon as one terrorist group is eliminated, he said, another pops up that is even more dangerous: "We need a long time. We should be patient."

Still, Saudi authorities argue that they have made real progress in uprooting al-Qaeda inside the kingdom and that part of the reason is their efforts with the young people. But a foiled attack on Feb. 24 against the world's largest oil terminal at Abqaiq sobered U.S. and Saudi officials. "Abqaiq shows the problem is not over," [****] said U.S. Ambassador James C. Oberwetter in an interview here.

The Internet has become the main battleground in the struggle against al-Qaeda ideology, according to three members of the counseling committee that the Interior Ministry set up to run the reeducation program. The body has 22 full-time members, who get help from 100 Islamic clerics and 30 psychiatrists.

Islamic counselors selected by the committee have succeeded in infiltrating a number of extremist Web sites and Internet chat rooms. Islamic Affairs Minister Saleh al-Asheikh told reporters in February that the government had established dialogue with 800 al-Qaeda sympathizers this way and succeeded in changing the thinking of 250. [*******] [*********]

The Saudi government established the reeducation program in 2004 after conducting three-hour interviews with 639 prisoners, according to one committee members' account of the program's origins. "We asked, 'Who do you like? Who do you read? Who are the top models for you?' " said Abdulrahman al-Hahlaq, a U.S.-educated Saudi who is on the committee.

They discovered, he said, that the most influential person was not bin Laden, a Saudi, but the Palestinian-Jordanian cleric Abu Mohammed al-Maqdisi, [*****] who was the initial spiritual guide for Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, leader of the insurgent group al-Qaeda in Iraq. Both come from the same Jordanian village, Zarqa.

Maqdisi has written a treatise titled "Clear Evidence on the Infidel Nature of the Saudi State." He declared the Saudi government to be a kafir , or nonbeliever, thus justifying its overthrow on religious grounds. He is currently in a Jordanian prison.

"Maqdisi is a very important figure. They listen to him," [******] said Hahlaq.

To attempt to counter his teachings, the committee sends teams, made up of three clerics and one psychiatrist or psychologist, to see individual prisoners. [****] Visiting almost daily for months, the team engages the prisoner in religious discussions that last for hours at a time. Some detainees attend five-week courses in the fine points of Wahhabism, the fundamentalist sect of Islam that dominates Saudi society and lends crucial support to the ruling Saud royal family.

The prisoners, most of them under 30 years of age and without high school diplomas, must pass an exam before being released. The committee then helps them find jobs, go back to school or even get married. But they are required to report to the police every two weeks.

By bringing into the program well-known Wahhabi radicals who in the past have denounced the Saudi government for its close association with the United States, Saudi officials hope to give it credibility with young people. [*****] With its control of the finances of Islam in the kingdom, the government can bring pressure by threatening to close the mosques of individual clerics or withdraw their funding.

Perhaps the two best-known Wahhabi radicals are Salman al-Ouda [***] and Safar al-Hawali.[****] They both spent about five years in prison in the 1990s for criticizing the ruling Saud family for inviting U.S. troops into the kingdom during the 1991 Persian Gulf War against Iraq. They were among 26 Saudi religious figures who delivered a sermon in November 2004 declaring that Iraqis had a "right" and a "duty" to fight U.S. forces in Iraq.

After the sermon, Saudi authorities pressured Ouda and Hawali in particular to moderate their tone and to help the government combat al-Qaeda inside the kingdom. Hawali, the more radical of the two, suffered a stroke last year and is no longer active. Ouda has largely complied, [********] officials said.

Another participant is Obeikan, a former radical Islamic jurist who has publicly challenged Maqdisi and bin Laden to debate their ideology with him. [*********]

In an interview at his elegant marble-faced home on the northern outskirts of Riyadh, Obeikan recounted that he twice met bin Laden here just before he was expelled by Saudi authorities to Sudan in 1991. The al-Qaeda leader sought to convince him to become the spiritual leader of a movement to overthrow the Saud royal family, [****] "like Khomeini," he said, referring to Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, spiritual leader of Iran's 1979 Islamic revolution.

The gray-bearded sheik, dressed in a flowing white robe and a red-and-white checked scarf, said he had declined. He did make an eight-day trip to Afghanistan in 1989 to lecture in three of bin Laden's camps and join in a "token" detonation of some explosives, [*******] he said.

Now, he says he is lecturing on “why there is no need for jihad” in Iraq or elsewhere at this time. “There is a misunderstanding of Islamic jihad,” he said. “What is meant by jihad is the spread of the call to Islam through peaceful means.” [************]

Whether Saudi youth are listening is far from clear. Awajy, the onetime radical lawyer, estimated the influence of clerics such as Obeikan as "insignificant."

Toby Jones, who has written several reports on Saudi politics for the Brussels-based research and advocacy organization the International Crisis Group, said that Obeikan [*****] has solid religious credentials. [*****] "When he speaks, even the radicals listen," [****] he said. Jones said he doubted, however, that the cleric was changing many minds among those "leaning toward jihad or at least supporting jihadism." He noted that the Islamic jurist has been pilloried regularly by Islamic militants in satirical Internet postings.
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/06/AR2006050600311.html
Pakistan a Haven for Militants, U.S. Says

By Jason Straziuso
Associated Press
Sunday, May 7, 2006; A20 [paki] [LATs has written about this quite a bit] [it’s been much rarer here in WP] [but occasionally they have put out a piece on paki] [hydra] [known whereabouts of several alqaeda (including bin Laden and Zawahiri) as well as Taliban (Mullah Omar)] [use psci] [469]

KABUL, Afghanistan, May 6 -- A top U.S. counterterrorism official said Saturday that parts of Pakistan were a "safe haven" for militants and that Osama bin Laden was more likely to be hiding there than in Afghanistan.

Henry Crumpton, the U.S. ambassador in charge of counterterrorism, lauded Pakistan for arresting "hundreds and hundreds" of al-Qaeda figures but said it needed to do more. [this report was in yesterday’s LATs and archived under external] [******]

“Has Pakistan done enough? I think the answer is no. I have conveyed that to them; other U.S. officials have conveyed that to them,” he told reporters at the U.S. Embassy in Kabul after talks with Afghan officials.

The chief spokesman for Pakistan’s army, Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan, dismissed Crumpton’s assertion that Islamabad was not doing enough.

“It is totally absurd,” he said. “No one has conveyed this thing to Pakistan, and if someone claims so, it is absurd.” [********]

Crumpton's remarks came a day after 10 U.S. soldiers were killed when their helicopter crashed during combat operations aimed at flushing out militants from remote mountains in eastern Afghanistan.

The crash of the CH-47 Chinook Friday afternoon was the deadliest for U.S. forces here in a year and comes at a time of increasing militant attacks, though U.S. officials ruled out hostile fire as a cause. [****]

"There is no indication that the helicopter came down due to some enemy action," said Lt. Tamara D. Lawrence, a coalition spokeswoman.

About 2,500 Afghan and U.S. soldiers are conducting a joint military campaign, dubbed Operation Mountain Lion, in Konar province near the border with Pakistan. [******] It is one of the biggest offensives since the ouster of the hard-line Taliban militia by U.S.-led forces in late 2001 for hosting al-Qaeda.

The transport helicopter was conducting "operations on a mountaintop landing zone" when it crashed near Asadabad in Konar, about 150 miles east of the capital, Kabul, the military said.

The terrain surrounding Asadabad -- where the U.S. military has a large base -- is extremely rugged. [****] The police chief of Konar province, Gen. Abdul Ghafar, said the helicopter crashed about 10 miles northwest of the base at a remote spot a day's walk from any passable road.

Recovery operations did not begin until daybreak Saturday. The military did not say what unit the U.S. troops were from, only specifying they were soldiers.
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IN BRIEF / INDONESIA

Trial Begins for 2 Men Suspected in Bali Attack

From Times Wire Reports
May 9, 2006 [Indonesia] [hydra] [bali attacks last October] [trial] [in past after trial certain leaders of JI have been jailed in relatively luxurious envrions where they conducted business as usual ] [us psci] [469] [*****]

Two suspected Islamic militants accused in the 2005 restaurant bombings on Indonesia's resort island of Bali [***] went on trial in the town of Denpasar, facing the death penalty if convicted. [********]

Mohammed Cholily and Abdul Azis are the first to come to trial among four men accused of supplying explosives and sheltering an alleged Jemaah Islamiyah leader believed to be behind the Oct. 1 suicide bombings [****] that killed 20 people. [******]

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-briefs10.7may10,1,6037575.story?coll=la-headlines-world
From the Los Angeles Times

IN BRIEF / INDONESIA

7 Suspects Confess to Beheading 3 Girls

From Times Wire Reports
May 10, 2006 [Indonesia] [Sulawesi] [hydra] [jihaids behead young Christian girls] [**********] [use psci] [469] [followup]

Seven suspected Islamic terrorists have confessed to beheading three Christian schoolgirls on Indonesia's Sulawesi island, [***] police said. 

The Oct. 29 slayings took place in the town of Poso.

Two of the suspects said they had ties to Noordin Mohammed Top, a Malaysian seen as a key figure in the Jemaah Islamiah terrorism group, [****] police said.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-briefs10.1may10,1,3678273.story?coll=la-headlines-world
From the Los Angeles Times

IN BRIEF / SOMALIA

Combatants Cease Fire as Death Toll Reaches 60

From Times Wire Reports
May 10, 2006 [Somalia] [Africa] [broader middle east] [failed state] [hydra moving in] [**********] [use psci] [469] [follwoup]

Islamic militia fighters and a self-styled anti-terrorism alliance of warlords in Somalia's capital ceased fire after strife that has killed about 60 people in the capital, [*****] Mogadishu.

The Horn of Africa nation has been a battleground for feuding militias since the toppling of dictator Mohamed Siad Barre in 1991. [*****]

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/10/AR2006051002234.html
Deaths in Militia Fighting in Somalia Rise to 96

Associated Press
Thursday, May 11, 2006; A24 [Somalia] [hydra] [jihadis clash] [followup from past day or so] [external] [*********] [use psci] [469] [ditto]

MOGADISHU, Somalia, May 10 -- Heavy weapons fire echoed through Somalia's capital Wednesday as the death toll from four days of fighting between secular warlords and Islamic extremists [*****] reached 96.

Most of the people killed in the fighting were civilians caught in the crossfire. Nearly 200 people have been wounded, doctors said.

The fighting has escalated steadily since Sunday, when the Islamic Court Union and the secular Alliance for the Restoration of Peace and Counterterrorism took up strategic positions in Mogadishu. [****] The battle has centered on the northern neighborhood of Sii-Sii, with neither side gaining an advantage.

Abdulahi Shirwa, a civic leader, said neutral groups were meeting with leaders of the two militias to try to negotiate a cease-fire, but had not been successful. [*******]

Abdinura Siad, an alliance militia commander, met with clan elders Monday afternoon.

"The alliance is not satisfied with the current mediating efforts. Those who are mediating are biased," he said. "The Islamists should stop fighting, then we can stop. We are only defending ourselves." [********]
Prime Minister Ali Mohamed Gedi, speaking from his government's headquarters in Baidoa, 150 miles west of Mogadishu, also called on all sides to stop fighting. [***] Though his government has U.N. backing, it has so far failed to assert itself outside Baidoa. [***]

The U.N. special representative for Somalia, Francois Lonseny Fall, issued a statement Wednesday appealing for "leaders on both sides to step back from the brink."

"Whatever the allegiances, the intermittent conflict between heavily armed camps has resulted in indiscriminate loss of life and has created fear and chaos for those civilians trapped in the crossfire," [****] he said.

Also Wednesday, the U.N. Security Council did not act on recommendations from a U.N. committee for targeted sanctions and a tighter arms embargo in Somalia. The committee warned that Somali warlords routinely violate the current arms embargo and have enriched themselves by selling fishing licenses and exporting charcoal. [*****]

In a report, the committee said Islamic fundamentalists are now a "third force" on par with the transitional government and an alliance of groups in the capital. [******]

Somalia has had no effective central government since 1991, when warlords ousted longtime dictator Mohamed Siad Barre and then turned on each other,[***]  carving this country of an estimated 8 million people into a patchwork of anarchic, clan-based fiefdoms.

Islamic fundamentalists have portrayed themselves as an alternative capable of bringing order and peace, but they have not hesitated to use force and have allegedly established links with al-Qaeda. [*****]
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IN BRIEF/BANGLADESH

Islamic Militant on Trial Threatens Killings

From Times Wire Reports
May 11, 2006 [bangladesh] [hydra] [jihadis clash] [jihadis said to have spirited themselves into banladesh in late 2001 or early 2002] [by night, by ship] [external] [*********] [use psci] [469] 

A militant Islamic leader on trial in the slayings of two judges said more people would die unless Bangladesh abandoned its secular legal system and adopted Islamic law. [**********] 

Sheik Abdur Rahman and seven associates face murder charges [****] and, if convicted, execution under Bangladeshi law.

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/11/world/europe/11cnd-britain.html
May 11, 2006

Reports Fault Intelligence for London Blasts 

By ALAN COWELL [London] [july7, 14] [2005] [followup] [hydra] [no alqaeda] [“uncertain” paki links] [********] [use psci] [469]

LONDON, May 11 — British counter-intelligence agencies failed to understand the "development of the home-grown threat and the radicalization of British citizens" [*****] before last July's bombing, carried out by four young men on a shoestring budget with uncertain links in Pakistan, [***] according to two long-awaited British reports published today.

The documents — published separately — drew a picture of a security elite dismissive of the likelihood of suicide bombing in Europe, even as four young men in northern England conspired to mix easily available chemicals in an apartment converted into a makeshift bomb factory. [*****]

So close was their contact with the peroxide chemicals that the hair of two of them began to lighten in the weeks before they clambered into a rented Nissan Micra to join the fourth bomber near London. [******]

Their attack on three subway trains and a red double-decker bus on the morning of July 7, 2005, was the worst in peacetime Britain, killing 52 people along with the bombers themselves. [*****]

Both reports suggested that one of the four bombs malfunctioned, and its carrier had to buy a battery from a pharmacy to carry out his attack on the number 30 London bus. The reports dismissed speculation about a "fifth bomber" [****] and one of them said there was no intelligence reporting to suggest a link with a second wave of look-alike bombings two weeks on July 21, when explosives failed to detonate. [*******] 

The reports also said Britain had foiled three further terror attacks since last July, but did not give details. [******] [odd] [why not details] [similar to bush’s and others’ suggestions in US that attacks have been thwarted] [when details given, they often prove problematic] [*****]

Crucially, one of the reports said Britain's MI5 domestic security service had "come across" two of the bombers — Mohamed Siddique Khan and Shazad Tanweer — "on the peripheries of other investigations" [*****] before the attacks but there was "no appreciation of their subsequent significance." [******] [eerily similar to 9/11 in us and us IC] [********]
But, despite those leads, domestic security personnel were diverted to "'other more pressing priorities at the time." The two bombers were also said to have visited Pakistan where "it is assessed as likely that they had some contact with Al Qaeda figures." But the report discounted earlier reports that a "mastermind" had left Britain days before the attacks. [*******]

The report, by a parliamentary oversight body called the Intelligence and Security Committee, seemed largely to exonerate the security services from blame, calling their actions “understandable.” [*****]

However, it said, "The story of what was known about the 7 July group prior to July indicates that if more resources had been in place sooner the chances of preventing the July attacks could have increased." [*****] [wake-up call] [any chance it shall be heeded?] [probably not] [*****]
The parliamentary committee noted that one of Britain's top intelligence bodies had "judged in March 2005 that suicide attacks would not become the norm in Europe." [******]

"We remain concerned that across the whole of the counter-terrorism community the development of the home-grown threat and the radicalization of British citizens were not fully understood or applied to strategic thinking," [***] the parliamentary panel said.

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company
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British Say 3 Terror Attacks Prevented

By DAVID STRINGER
The Associated Press
Thursday, May 11, 2006; 9:00 AM [London] [july7, 14] [2005] [followup] [hydra] [no alqaeda] [“uncertain” paki links] [********] [use psci] [469] [ditto]

LONDON -- The suicide bombers who killed 52 passengers on London's transit system last year contacted someone in Pakistan just before striking, Britain's top law enforcement official said Thursday.

Home Secretary John Reid also told the House of Commons that police and intelligence agencies had thwarted three attacks since the July 7 bombings, but did not say who was behind them or where and when they were to take place. [******]

Reid's statement indicated that a third bombing attempt had been stopped since February when Peter Clarke, deputy assistant commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, said two attacks had been thwarted since the transit bombings. [******]

A report by the Intelligence and Security Committee concluded that intelligence agents had been alerted to two of the suicide bombers before the attacks but limited resources prevented them from uncovering the plot. [*********]

The committee said intelligence agents did not concentrate on the two terror suspects _ Siddique Khan and Shazad Tanweer _ because they were not believed to be an urgent threat and investigators decided to focus on “known plans to attack the U.K.”

Reid, speaking of the contacts ahead of the attacks, said authorities did not know what was discussed. Authorities have long held that the four bombers were homegrown terrorists who acted alone.

“There are a series of suspicious contacts from an unknown individual or individuals in Pakistan in the immediate run-up to the bombings,” Reid said after his department released its narrative of the attacks. “We do not know their content.” [*********]

Three of the bombers' families were originally from Pakistan and several had traveled there before the attacks. [********]

The report also said the degree of al-Qaida involvement in the attacks, if any, was unclear, [****] and it found no links between the attacks and the people who mounted failed bombing attempts against the London transport system two weeks later. [****]

The four bombers killed themselves and 52 others when they detonated backpacks jammed with explosives on three subway cars and a bus _ the worst terrorist attack in British history.

The investigators said this decision was understandable given the scale of the threat and limited resources, concluding that British intelligence agencies had “no culpable failures.”

Committee chairman Paul Murphy said there was no warning before the attacks, but more intelligence resources in Pakistan and at home might have helped authorities detect the plot.

“Neither the potential speed of radicalization nor the fact that British citizens could be radicalized to the point of suicide were understood” by security services before the attacks, Murphy said, adding the committee was concerned “this could have had an impact on the ability of authorities to respond.” [*********************]

"Greater coverage in Pakistan or more resources generally in the U.K. might have alerted the agencies to the intentions of the 7th of July group," he added.

The Intelligence and Security Committee _ a panel of lawmakers that meets in secret to scrutinize intelligence work _ interviewed the heads of Britain's two spy agencies as part of its work.

The report said intelligence agents were previously aware of Khan, leader of the attacks, but had not confirmed his identity until after the attacks.

The decision was made not to investigate Khan and Tanweer because "there were more pressing priorities at the time, including the need to disrupt known plans to attack the U.K," [*****] the report said.

Murphy said no evidence at the time indicated that the two men were involved in any attack plan against the country.

"When resources became available, attempts were made to find out more about these two and other peripheral contacts, but these resources were soon diverted back to what were considered to be higher investigative priorities," it said.

The man later identified as Khan had been mentioned in reports from people detained outside Britain in 2004, the report said. "This reporting referred to men from the U.K. known only by pseudonyms who had traveled to Pakistan in 2003 and sought meetings with al-Qaida figures," [******] the committee said.

The report also confirmed that Britain's alert status had been downgraded from "severe general," the second-highest, to "substantial" on May 26. [******]

But Murphy said the committee believed it was unlikely that the lowering of the threat rating had hurt the chances of preventing the attacks or lowered responders' alertness.

The Home Office report has been widely seen as an alternative to a full public inquiry, which could have heard evidence in open sessions.

Survivors of the bombings are campaigning for a public inquiry similar to the U.S. commission into the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks in the United States, claiming the reports are not likely to address any mistakes made by government officials.

On the Net: [*****] [actual reports]

Rachel North's web journal at http://rachelnorthlondon.blogspot.com
Intelligence and Security Committee, http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/intelligence/
Home Office report, http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/7-july-report
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Bombing at Police School in Pakistan 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS [paki] [hydra] [internal Jihad] [against Mussaraf and his govt] [against the state’s instruments of coercion] [in one sense it’s positive: in past the police and intel of paki known to collude with jihadis] [*****] [use psci] [469]

QUETTA, Pakistan, Thursday, May 11 (AP) — Five bombs ripped through a police training school in southwestern Pakistan early Thursday, leaving six policemen dead and nine wounded, [*****] according to police and hospital reports.

The bombs were planted at a firing range on the grounds of the police academy in Quetta, [****] the capital of the southwestern Baluchistan Province, [***] said Wazir Nasar, a police official. [Quetta is Jihadis central] [however, it could also mean that the attacks are not jihadis per se] [rather, bulachistan separatist rarely heard about in western media] [worth keeping in mind] [*******]

It was not immediately clear who planted the bombs or why, he said. Past attacks on security forces have been blamed on tribesmen seeking more royalties from the government for resources taken from their area. [******]
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Remote Pakistan Town Believes Rumors of bin Laden's Arrival Are Greatly Exaggerated 

By CARLOTTA GALL [Pakistan] [by NYTs Afghan beat reporter] [Peshawar] [Taliban presence is open secret] [paki military must have been told to do it] [musharraf is attempting to straddle traditional paki society and islam, on the one hand, with modernity and relations with the west, on the other hand] [******] [use psci] [469]

CHITRAL, Pakistan, May 14 — This quiet resort, better known for its polo games and mountain treks, has become the latest site of interest in the hunt for Osama bin Laden, much to the outrage and bemusement of its inhabitants. [******]

Chitral is the remotest northwestern territory in the North-West Frontier Province of Pakistan, stretching along the Afghan border to the high mountain ranges of the Hindu Kush and the Pamirs. [***] The territory is home to rare falcons and the snow leopard, and is cut off by snow from the rest of the country for six months a year.

It is here in the largest town, also called Chitral, that four Americans from the United States Embassy rented a house last fall, apparently preparing for a long stay, according to Siraj ul Mulk, [*****] a member of the traditional ruling family here and the owner of the Hindu Kush Heights Hotel, which overlooks the valley where the four stayed.

But the house remained unoccupied until two weeks ago, when an American arrived with two carloads of furniture and equipment, provoking a local politician to object in Parliament and lead a street protest against the presence of what he termed an American "secret agency." [****] The American left the day before the demonstration took place, police officials said.

While there is no indication that more than one American came to the house this spring, the politician, Abdul Akbar Chitrali, insists that there were four, and that they were up to no good. "They were from an American secret agency — the F.B.I. or C.I.A.," he said. They were seen driving toward Chitral in an official consulate vehicle, he said, but switched to unmarked S.U.V.'s in a town called Dir, about 25 miles south of Chitral. [*******]

Officials at the United States consulate in Peshawar declined to comment on the incident. [****] The registry of the Pamir Riverside Hotel shows that one American, Paul Aurdic, from the consulate in Peshawar, stayed for three nights beginning April 27, along with a Pakistani colleague, Muhammad Iqbal. 

Caretakers at the house the Americans rented said the Americans had never stayed there, but seemed to be preparing it for occupation. On Saturday, their belongings — fitness machines, furniture and a television satellite dish — could be seen stacked on the terrace, and a pickup truck was parked in the yard. [*********] 

Mr. Chitrali said the Americans were looking for Mr. bin Laden. "They came on the basis of a very fabricated report that some Arabs came down from the mountains in a Jeep and visited the bazaar," [*****] he said, "and on that basis they established an office of the F.B.I. because bin Laden might be hiding in that area." [*******] [now these kinds of leaks do endanger US lives] [however they are uncontrollable as they originate in paki and elsewhere] [since bin laden, et al.,  are quite aware of them, it does no harm to repeat them in US papers] [but instead of attempting to thwart such leaks the US is set about attempting to thwart leaks of the NSA and other scandals—not because they endanger lives but because they embarrass the admin] [***********] 

He made clear that he has nothing against Americans in general, just these Americans. "They have no place coming to Chitral, nor would we allow them to stay there," he said. "We are not against foreigners, but the presence of such elements will destroy the peaceful atmosphere of Chitral valley." 

The local deputy police superintendent, Fazal Elahi, said the American told him that he was just preparing a vacation house for himself. After the fuss, two police guards were posted outside the American's hotel room at night for his protection, and a police vehicle escorted him wherever he went, including on his trip back out of the valley, he said.

"Chitral is a very peaceful area, but if such activities start, members of the Taliban could come in to attack the Americans, and then we would have bomb blasts and such problems," [*******] he said. 

Chitral is indeed peaceful, and has avoided the radicalism and armed militancy so rampant in Pakistan's tribal areas farther south. The area was a staging point and weapons route in the 1980's for mujahedeen who were fighting the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan, but since then has slipped back into its previous tranquillity. [*********]

Yet, according to one Western diplomat in Pakistan, there have been "recurring rumors" that Al Qaeda and foreign fighters have been seen in the Chitral region in the past year, which would justify a "possible step into the region."  [********]

In a recent interview, an Afghan intelligence official also mentioned the area as a possible hiding place for Mr. bin Laden, because well-known areas of the tribal regions, such as Waziristan and Bajaur, have come under intense scrutiny [****]and attack by Pakistani forces and even American missiles. 

A Pakistani official who worked in Waziristan last year recently described an intelligence report from that time of a movement of a large entourage that was protecting an "important leader."  [***********]

The group, which had three rings of security around the leader and bore markings on their clothes so they could identify one another, dressed as nomads and shepherds and moved from an area near Parachinar, south of Peshawar, northward toward Chitral, [*****] the official said. Both officials requested anonymity because they are not authorized to talk to the press.

Chitrali officials deny that any outsiders could take up residence in the area without it being widely known. "They are not present here," said Mr. Elahi, the police official. 

Mr. Chitrali denied that he forced out the Americans to protect someone hiding in the area. "I think Osama is dead and the Americans are keeping him alive for their own reasons," [****] he said.

Others thought the American presence, and even the bin Laden tale, might be good for tourism, which is the mainstay of the local economy but declined sharply after 2001.
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18 Militants Slain by Pakistani Forces

By Zulfiqar Ali
Special to The Times
May 17, 2006 [paki] [america’s ally in gsave] [general musharraf continues his dangerous game] [racheting up his attacks on hydra within paki] [it’s well known that Taliban remnants and alqaeda there in different areas] [peshawar] [also separatist movement in bulichastan] [as musharraf attacks hydra to please us allies and attacks separatist calling them hydra when not] [his own survival in imperiled] [use psci] [469] [************]
PESHAWAR, Pakistan — Pakistani security forces killed at least 18 pro-Taliban militants in a gun battle Tuesday in the unruly North Waziristan tribal region, [*******] security officials said.

The battle followed an earlier raid by militants on a security post in the Nariwala area on Razmak-Miram Shah road, killing one paramilitary soldier and wounding three, a security official in Peshawar said.

He said troops intercepted a car and a pickup truck that they believed were used in the attack on the security post.

"The pickup truck turned turtle, while the speedy car was targeted," [****] the official said. 

Helicopter gunships were called in from a military base to intercept the attackers and the area was searched.

Sources, quoting local residents, said heavy gunfire continued for more than four hours while security forces cordoned off the area. They said 18 militants were killed in the encounter and troops seized an undisclosed amount of weapons. [**********]

They said nine bodies were brought to the military base in Miram Shah, the administrative center of North Waziristan, [****] but had not been identified.

Fresh clashes erupted as the government announced that it would convene a grand council to find a way to end insurgency in the tribal area, where the army said 324 militants were killed during the last nine months. [******] 

In another incident, two tribal security personnel were shot dead in the Miram Shah bazaar Monday, witnesses said.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-mole22may22,0,5675485.story?coll=la-home-headlines
From the Los Angeles Times

COLUMN ONE

Swiss Spy in a War of Words

An ex-informant who became a Muslim says his handlers wanted him to frame an Islamic scholar. Officials say he's on a personal vendetta.

By Sebastian Rotella
Times Staff Writer
May 22, 2006 [swiss-us relations] [ongoing since 9/11] [swiss have cooperated on numerous levels with us] [tracking Padilla or some other jihadis on plane] [apparently prewared of renditions] [so on] [this about a muslim informant casting aspersions on some of the tactics employed in gsave] [********] [perhaps use in psci] [469]

GENEVA — Along with banks and chocolates, this placid lakefront city has another claim to fame: It is full of spies. [******]

Claude Covassi, a broad-shouldered, gray-eyed martial arts expert, was one of them. He became an informant for Swiss intelligence in early 2004, converted to Islam and infiltrated fundamentalist circles here in his hometown. [*****] He followed the trail of holy warriors all the way to mosques in Syria where aspiring foreign "martyrs" are groomed for Iraq.

But in February, the secret agent went explosively public. He revealed his mission to its prime target, a Muslim scholar here who has been periodically accused of extremism, and gave newspaper interviews accusing his handlers of trying to frame the cleric. Since then, Covassi has unleashed everything from confidential documents to details of clandestine operations. [*************************]

The former spy insists that he abandoned his masquerade because he found faith. [*****]

"It is not great speeches that convinced me but the force of prayer and understanding of the Koran," Covassi, 36, said in a recent interview by e-mail from his refuge in Egypt. "Islam transformed my existence." [***********]

But Swiss anti-terrorism officials reject his allegations and accuse him of a personal vendetta. It's unclear who was manipulating whom. [*****]

Covassi's story gives a rare street-level view of the fight against Islamic extremism. All across Europe's Muslim communities, security forces conduct aggressive surveillance of mosques, prayer halls, bookstores, butcher shops, Internet cafes and other outposts where legal fundamentalist activity converges with terrorism. [*****] [****************]

The case of the turncoat informant also reveals the risks involved for spy agencies — and for a scruffy legion of secret soldiers on the front lines.

Covassi alleges that he was a pawn in a turf war between domestic and foreign services in Switzerland that resembles the conflicts among anti-terrorism agencies in other countries.

"I think the situation would not have degenerated so seriously if our different intelligence services collaborated even a little," he said. "In reality, I have been able to observe that they are in continual rivalry, trying even to damage each other." [**********]

His war of words has shaken the anti-terrorism forces of a small country with a surprisingly active militant underworld. Questions abound about Covassi's motivations. Is he retaliating over money or a grudge? Is he in league with extremists? [******]  Adding to the uncertainty about his credibility, a court last month sentenced him in absentia to eight months in prison for dealing anabolic steroids while he taught Thai boxing at a gym in 2002.

Some officials believe he's trying to pressure the government to avoid the prison term.

"Sometimes you use a source and it goes wrong," said a Swiss security official, who asked to remain anonymous. "How much of what he says is rubbish to help him get out of the criminal case, I don't know."

The Los Angeles Times confirmed essential parts of Covassi's story in interviews with Swiss legislative and security officials, European anti-terrorism agents and others involved in or familiar with the events. And Covassi supports his account by providing names and phone numbers of his handlers and confidential e-mail exchanges with agents. [**********]

The intelligence oversight committee of the Swiss congress is investigating the case. [******] But doubts persist, especially regarding Covassi's allegation that spymasters plotted to smear the controversial Islamic scholar Hani Ramadan by linking him to Iraq-bound militants. Ramadan's brother, Tariq, is an internationally known Islamic intellectual. [********]

Without commenting on specifics, Federal Police Chief Jean-Luc Vez said he knew of no wrongdoing.

"The [domestic intelligence service] respects the law," Vez said. "We do not know of a case in which they can be blamed for illegal activity." [*******]

But Vez said the Ramadans' history and high profile made them legitimate subjects for scrutiny. "Their writings are sometimes ambiguous," he said. "It is quite normal that they would get particular attention."

Hani Ramadan says he might sue the government, but will await the result of the legislative inquiry. He has declined to comment further.

"As I have always said, the Islamic Center of Geneva has nothing to hide," Ramadan said in a prepared statement. "The two years of secret investigations by an agent … indeed prove that, because they have not resulted in any official investigation or sanction." [******]

Ramadan and Covassi are ambiguous figures in a city of shadows.

Geneva has long been a crossroads for intrigue because it is a base for international institutions, including the United Nations, as well as a haven for dissidents and a repository of colossal and dubious fortunes from around the globe. Soviet and Western agents sparred in this nominally neutral territory during the Cold War.

"It is a place that is crawling with spies," said former legislator and author Jean Ziegler, a friend of the Ramadan family.

Since Sept. 11, 2001, the cloak-and-dagger game has had a new focus. Authorities have frozen millions of dollars of suspected terrorist financiers and investigated local groups allegedly linked to Al Qaeda. [************]

Muslims make up about 4% of the Swiss population of 7.5 million, mostly Balkan immigrants considered moderates. [****] But Geneva draws extremist Muslim ideologues and holy warriors, who have become top priorities for law enforcement. [**********]


Helped Out of Jail

Enter Covassi. Acquaintances, and his own account, depict him as engaging, athletic, restless and a slick operator.

The son of an Italian immigrant laborer, he grew up here and went to Paris to study philosophy. But he also racked up two misdemeanor convictions for fraud in Switzerland. Bouncing around Europe, he befriended far-left activists in Italy and hung out with cocaine dealers on the hard-partying Spanish island of Ibiza from 2001 to 2003, according to his account. Those contacts helped him develop a sideline as an informant for narcotics police in his hometown, said Covassi and Swiss officials. [********]

A boyhood friend in police intelligence introduced him to agents of the domestic intelligence service, the Service for Analysis and Prevention, or SAP. The agents helped him get out of jail after an arrest on charges of credit card fraud in February 2004, he said, and enlisted him in a mission dubbed Operation Memphis.

"The SAP had the air of being worried about a terrorist threat in Switzerland," Covassi said. "I didn't know anything about Islam. The project of Operation Memphis seemed useful. I did not get a salary. I was repaid for expenses, along with some 'gifts.' I got paid a total of about $12,200."

Covassi started attending the Islamic Center of Geneva, a mosque run by Ramadan, 47. Ramadan and his brother, Tariq, have been watched by the world's spy services for decades. [*******]

Their maternal grandfather was Hassan Banna, an Egyptian who in 1928 founded the Muslim Brotherhood, a radical, sometimes violent group seeking to revive Islam and rejecting Westernization. The group's philosophies have inspired Islamist movements across the world, including those that spawned Al Qaeda.

After Banna's assassination in 1949, their father, Said Ramadan, helped spread the group's influence across the Muslim world, but soon fled Egypt amid a government crackdown.

The Ramadan brothers were born and raised in Geneva, where their father was granted asylum in the 1950s. The two scholars say they have renounced the intolerant aspects of their legacy. [*********]

But several top European anti-terrorism officials and academics see them as sinister ideologues. The United States revoked a visa for Tariq Ramadan in 2004 as he was about to begin a professorship at the University of Notre Dame. [********] [tariq Ramadan same scholar whom notre dame attempted to hire as visiting professor] [*****]

"We have been interested in the Ramadans for a very long time," the Swiss security official said. "But we have found nothing for a criminal indictment. They are fellow travelers…. They are preaching. They are spreading radicalism."

In 2002, the local government fired Hani Ramadan from his job as a French teacher in a public school because of an article he wrote about Islamic law in which he defended the stoning of adulterous women. A court later ruled the firing was excessive.

The Ramadans have defenders, too. The British government has appointed Tariq Ramadan, now a professor at Oxford, to an advisory committee on Islam. Ziegler, the former legislator, calls the brothers unfairly maligned moderates.

"There is a campaign of permanent defamation against the Ramadan brothers," Ziegler said. "Hani is an organizer, a pedagogue, less brilliant than his brother. But there is a social dimension to his work at the Islamic Center, assisting families…. If you want Muslim immigrants to become European, you should support the Ramadans." [*****]

In order to infiltrate Hani Ramadan's inner circle, Covassi used his real name and a classic cover story: He presented himself as a troubled ex-convict looking for spiritual solace. Within two months, Ramadan encouraged him to convert, Covassi said.

"With other Muslims I founded a newsletter, Al Qalam, and an association to defend the rights of Muslims," he said. "I was therefore in close contact with Ramadan and I spent many afternoons with him in his office." [*********]

The SAP [*****] had to resort to an informant because domestic spying laws prohibit its agents from undercover work and wiretaps. The tough restrictions even put agents overseeing informants in danger of breaking the law.

In addition to trying to learn everything he could about Ramadan, Covassi investigated Islamic networks that recruit for Iraq, the new magnet for holy warriors. Radicalization is difficult to combat even in countries with robust anti-terrorism laws. The speeches and activities of many hard-core ideologues are not illegal, even if they ultimately push young men into violence.

"What's illegal?" the security official said. "Telling the 'brothers' that the Iraq invasion was illegal and must be resisted? Giving someone the address of a friend in Jordan?"

Covassi said he did not turn up anything connecting Ramadan to terrorism.

"I won't tell you that all the Muslims who frequent the center are all saints, but … the only men I met who were in contact with terrorist groups belonged to intelligence services of foreign countries," [*******] he said.

As Covassi spent time at Ramadan's Islamic Center and Geneva's larger, Saudi-run mosque, he says he realized they were swarming with fellow operatives for European and Arab spy agencies. He briefed his handlers about an ardent extremist at the big mosque; they told him the man was a Syrian spy recruiting militants for combat in Iraq, [*****] he said.

Pursuing the Syrian connection, Covassi says, he accompanied Iraq-bound militants as far as Damascus, the Syrian capital, in January of last year. There, he spent time at the Fateh mosque and the Abu Nour Koranic school, which have been identified in other European investigations as hubs for international pipelines feeding the Iraqi insurgency. [*****] Militants there charged $600 for passage into Iraq and $4,000 for weapons, he said.

At both places, Covassi alleged, "the Syrian secret services recruit for Iraq." [*******]

If true, his findings reinforce accusations that Syria aids the Iraq insurgency, a charge Damascus denies. European investigators said Syrian spies probably permit militant activity in Damascus, but proving direct involvement was another matter.

A Change of Heart

Upon his return, Covassi clashed with his handlers. He accuses them of pushing him to plant names of suspected Iraq-bound militants on computers at the Islamic Center to implicate Ramadan in the recruitment network.

Covassi said that by then he had come to admire the cleric "for his human qualities and the help he gave me in my knowledge of Islam."

As a result, Covassi distanced himself from the SAP, but not from spying. He promptly went to work for the Swiss foreign intelligence service, known by the French initials SRS, infiltrating terrorist networks across Europe and the Middle East.

The new job embroiled him in the harsh rivalry between SAP and his new agency, he said. Covassi provided The Times with excerpts of confidential e-mail exchanges with his handler at the foreign spy service. Using code names, they discuss surveillance photos, a clandestine rendezvous at a train station and a suspected plot to attack an Israeli passenger plane with a rocket-propelled grenade at the Geneva airport late last year. [********]

Covassi and the handler disparage agents at the SAP, whom they codename "the Bears."

In an e-mail dated Dec. 3, an agitated Covassi complains that his former bosses had renewed pressure on him to spy on Ramadan, whom he calls "the Guru." [*****] He refers to an apartment used for surveillance operations on the Islamic Center. And he threatens to go public.

"[The agent] talks to me every day about the apartment in front of the [Islamic Center] and has confirmed to me that the Bears want to use it to go after the Guru again," Covassi writes. "I want to emphasize some points: 1) It's out of the question for me to participate in this plan, and therefore to put names on photos that [the agent] shows me. 2) As I told you during our meeting in the mountains, if the situation degenerates for the Guru, I wouldn't flinch from blowing the lid off my collaboration with the Bears and the information in my possession."

Covassi soon went on a rampage. He had two angry meetings with his old handlers. He gave an interview to the Tribune de Geneve newspaper denouncing what he called the persecution of Ramadan.

In the following days, he alleges, he received threats, his studio apartment was burgled and he was mugged on a street by two Arabs who beat him bloody.

He decided to run.

Despite his public tirade, Covassi says, his handlers at the foreign spy service assisted him in his getaway Feb. 19. An agent drove him to the airport, paid for a ticket to Spain and gave him about $8,000 in cash, he said. The SRS had already paid about $33,000 for his services, [*******]he said.

Asked about the apparent conflict among spy agencies, Swiss officials said they were working to improve cooperation.

"There is always a certain competition among services," Vez, the police chief, said. "It's endemic. I think the role of a leader is to ensure that the competition is not counterproductive."

Covassi said he made his way from the Canary Islands to Mauritania, narrowly avoiding arrest, and then to Egypt, where he had friends. He says he has been there since March. [*********]

From his refuge, he fires off e-mails to journalists and politicians. He threatens to disclose well-documented secrets if the congressional commission does not bring him back to Switzerland to testify. Despite Ramadan's family and ideological links to Egypt, Covassi insists that the Muslim Brotherhood has not given him shelter.

The runaway spy sounds plaintive, lost in his labyrinth.

"I don't have money," Covassi said. "I have made an effort to avoid being helped by any Islamist group so no one can claim that I am being manipulated or what have you. I am absolutely alone." [*********]

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/08/05/AR2005080501138.html
Terrorists Turn to the Web as Base of Operations

By Steve Coll and Susan B. Glasser
Washington Post Staff Writers
Sunday, August 7, 2005; A01 [I didn’t see this until may 23, 2006] [hydra] [alqaeda and others] [using the web] [as tool of choice for propaganda, basic communications] [dead drops] [followup] [this was in recent, 2006, Times-Dscovery series on al Qaeda 2.0] [use psci 469] [media jihad] [*******]
In the snow-draped mountains near Jalalabad in November 2001, as the Taliban collapsed and al Qaeda lost its Afghan sanctuary, Osama bin Laden biographer Hamid Mir [****]  watched "every second al Qaeda member carrying a laptop computer along with a Kalashnikov" as they prepared to scatter into hiding and exile. On the screens were photographs of Sept. 11 hijacker Mohamed Atta. [******]

Nearly four years later, al Qaeda has become the first guerrilla movement in history to migrate from physical space to cyberspace. With laptops and DVDs, in secret hideouts and at neighborhood Internet cafes, young code-writing jihadists have sought to replicate the training, communication, planning and preaching facilities they lost in Afghanistan with countless new locations on the Internet. [virtual training camps] [web replaced Afghanistan] [*****]

Al Qaeda suicide bombers and ambush units in Iraq routinely depend on the Web for training and tactical support, relying on the Internet's anonymity and flexibility to operate with near impunity in cyberspace. [*****] In Qatar, Egypt and Europe, cells affiliated with al Qaeda that have recently carried out or seriously planned bombings have relied heavily on the Internet. [*******]

Such cases have led Western intelligence agencies and outside terrorism specialists to conclude that the "global jihad movement," sometimes led by al Qaeda fugitives but increasingly made up of diverse "groups and ad hoc cells," has become a "Web-directed" phenomenon, [*******] as a presentation for U.S. government terrorism analysts by longtime State Department expert Dennis Pluchinsky [****] put it. Hampered by the nature of the Internet itself, the government has proven ineffective at blocking or even hindering significantly this vast online presence. [*******]

Among other things, al Qaeda and its offshoots are building a massive and dynamic online library of training materials [*******] -- some supported by experts who answer questions on message boards or in chat rooms -- covering such varied subjects as how to mix ricin poison,[****]  how to make a bomb from commercial chemicals,[*****] how to pose as a fisherman and sneak through Syria into Iraq,[******] how to shoot at a U.S. soldier,[****] and how to navigate by the stars while running through a night-shrouded desert. [****] These materials are cascading across the Web in Arabic, Urdu, Pashto and other first languages of jihadist volunteers.

The Saudi Arabian branch of al Qaeda launched an online magazine in 2004 that exhorted potential recruits to use the Internet: "Oh Mujahid brother, in order to join the great training camps you don't have to travel to other lands," [*****]declared the inaugural issue of Muaskar al-Battar, or Camp of the Sword.[*****] "Alone, in your home or with a group of your brothers, you too can begin to execute the training program."[********]
"Biological Weapons" was the stark title of a 15-page Arabic language document posted two months ago on the Web site of al Qaeda fugitive leader Mustafa Setmariam Nasar, [****] one of the jihadist movement's most important propagandists, often referred to by the nom de guerre Abu Musab Suri. [****] His document described "how the pneumonic plague could be made into a biological weapon," if a small supply of the virus could be acquired, according to a translation by Rebecca Givner-Forbes,[****]  an analyst at the Terrorism Research Center, an Arlington firm with U.S. government clients. Nasar's guide drew on U.S. and Japanese biological weapons programs from the World War II era and showed "how to inject carrier animals, like rats, with the virus and how to extract microbes from infected blood . . . and how to dry them so that they can be used with an aerosol delivery system." [********]
Jihadists seek to overcome in cyberspace specific obstacles they face from armies and police forces in the physical world. In planning attacks, radical operatives are often at risk when they congregate at a mosque or cross a border with false documents. They are safer working on the Web. Al Qaeda and its offshoots "have understood that both time and space have in many ways been conquered by the Internet," [*****] said John Arquilla, a professor at the Naval Postgraduate School who coined the term "netwar" more than a decade ago. [********]

Al Qaeda's innovation on the Web "erodes the ability of our security services to hit them when they're most vulnerable, when they're moving," said Michael Scheuer, former chief of the CIA unit that tracked bin Laden. "It used to be they had to go to Sudan, they had to go to Yemen, they had to go to Afghanistan to train," [*****] he added. Now, even when such travel is necessary, an al Qaeda operative "no longer has to carry anything that's incriminating. He doesn't need his schematics, he doesn't need his blueprints, he doesn't need formulas." Everything is posted on the Web or "can be sent ahead by encrypted Internet, and it gets lost in the billions of messages that are out there." [*******]
The number of active jihadist-related Web sites has metastasized since Sept. 11, 2001. When Gabriel Weimann, a professor at the University of Haifa in Israel, began tracking terrorist-related Web sites eight years ago, he found 12; today, he tracks more than 4,500. [********]Hundreds of them celebrate al Qaeda or its ideas,[****] he said.

“They are all linked indirectly through association of belief, belonging to some community. The Internet is the network that connects them all,” Weimann said. “You can see the virtual community come alive.” [*********]
Apart from its ideology and clandestine nature, the jihadist cyberworld is little different in structure from digital communities of role-playing gamers, eBay coin collectors or disease sufferers. Through continuous online contact, such communities bind dispersed individuals with intense beliefs who might never have met one another in the past. Along with radical jihad, the Internet also has enabled the flow of powerful ideas and inspiration in many other directions, such as encouraging democratic movements and creating vast new commercial markets. [********]

Since the U.S. invasion of Iraq more than two years ago, the Web's growth as a jihadist meeting and training ground has accelerated. [*****] [proliferated since march 03 when us invaded iraq] [**********]

But al Qaeda's move into cyberspace is far from total. Physical sanctuaries or unmolested spaces in Sunni Muslim-dominated areas of Iraq, in ungoverned tribal territories of Pakistan, in the southern Philippines, Africa and Europe still play important roles. [*****] Most violent al Qaeda-related attacks -- even in the most recent period of heavy jihadist Web use -- appear to involve leaders or volunteers with some traditional training camp or radical mosque backgrounds. [*********]

But the Web's growing centrality in al Qaeda-related operations and incitement has led such analysts as former CIA deputy director John E. McLaughlin to describe the movement as primarily driven today by "ideology and the Internet." [********]
The Web's shapeless disregard for national boundaries and ethnic markers fits exactly with bin Laden's original vision for al Qaeda, which he founded to stimulate revolt among the worldwide Muslim ummah , or community of believers. Bin Laden's appeal among some Muslims has long flowed in part from his rare willingness among Arab leaders to surround himself with racially and ethnically diverse followers, to ignore ancient prejudices and national borders. [*****] In this sense of utopian ambition, the Web has become a gathering place for a rainbow coalition of jihadists. [*****] It offers al Qaeda "a virtual sanctuary" on a global scale, Rand Corp. terrorism specialist Bruce Hoffman said. "The Internet is the ideal medium for terrorism today: anonymous but pervasive." [********]
In Afghanistan, the Taliban banned television and even toothbrushes as forbidden modern innovations. Yet al Qaeda, led by educated and privileged gadget hounds, adapted early and enthusiastically to the technologies of globalization, and its Arab volunteers managed to evade the Taliban's screen-smashing technology police. [********]

Bin Laden used some of the first commercial satellite telephones while hiding out in Afghanistan. He produced propaganda videos with hand-held cameras long before the genre became commonplace. Bin Laden's sons played computer games in their compound in Jalalabad, recalled the journalist Abdel Bari Atwan, who interviewed bin Laden late in 1996. [*******]

Today, however, bin Laden and his deputy, Ayman Zawahiri, have fallen well behind their younger followers worldwide. The two still make speeches that must be recorded in a makeshift studio and couriered at considerable risk to al-Jazeera or other satellite stations, as with Zawahiri's message broadcast last week. [******]Their younger adherents have moved on to Web sites and the production of short videos with shock appeal that can be distributed to millions instantly via the Internet.

Many online videos seek to replicate the Afghan training experience. An al Qaeda video library discovered on the Web and obtained by The Washington Post from an experienced researcher showed in a series of high-quality training films shot in Afghanistan how to conduct a roadside assassination, raid a house, shoot a rocket-propelled grenade, blow up a car, attack a village, destroy a bridge and fire an SA-7 surface-to-air missile. During a practice hostage-taking, the filmmakers chuckled as trainees herded men and women into a room, screaming in English, "Move! Move!"

One of al Qaeda's current Internet organizations, the Global Islamic Media Front, is now posting "a lot of training materials that we've been able to verify were used in Afghanistan," said Givner-Forbes, of the Terrorism Research Center. One recent online manual instructed how to extract explosive materials from missiles and land mines. Another offered a country-by-country list of "explosive materials available in Western markets," including France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the former Soviet Union and Britain.

These sites have converted sections of the Web into "an open university for jihad," said Reuven Paz, who heads the Project for the Research of Islamist Movements in Israel. "The main audience are the younger generation in the Arab world" who now can peruse at their own pace "one big madrassa on the Internet."

From One Site to Many
Al Qaeda's main communications vehicle after Sept. 11 was Alneda.com, a clearinghouse for new statements from bin Laden's leadership group as his grip on Afghan territory crumbled. An archive of the site, also obtained by The Post from the researcher, includes a library of pictures from the 2001 Afghan war, along with a collage of news accounts, long theological justifications for jihad, and celebrations of the Sept. 11 hijackers.

The webmaster and chief propagandist of the site has been identified by Western analysts as Yusuf Ayiri, a Saudi cleric and onetime al Qaeda instructor in Afghanistan. In the summer of 2002, U.S. authorities and volunteer campaigners who were trying to shut him down chased him across multiple computer servers. At one point, a pornographer gained control of the Alneda.com domain name, and the site shifted to servers in Malaysia, then Texas, then Michigan. Ayiri died in a gun battle with Saudi security forces in May 2003. His site ultimately disappeared.

Rather than one successor, there were hundreds.

Realizing that fixed Internet sites had become too vulnerable, al Qaeda and its affiliates turned to rapidly proliferating jihadist bulletin boards and Internet sites that offered free upload services where files could be stored. The outside attacks on sites like Alneda.com "forced the evolution of how jihadists are using the Internet to a more anonymous, more protected, more nomadic presence," said Ben N. Venzke, a U.S. government consultant whose firm IntelCenter monitors the sites. "The groups gave up on set sites and posted messages on discussion boards -- the perfect synergy. One of the best-known forums that emerged after Sept. 11 was Qalah, or Fortress. Registered to an address in Abu Dhabi, the United Arab Emirates, the site has been hosted in the U.S. by a Houston Internet provider, Everyone's Internet, that has also hosted a number of sites preaching radical Islam. Researchers who follow the site believe it may be connected to Saad Faqih, a leading Saudi dissident living in exile in Britain. They note that the same contact information is given for his acknowledged Web site and Qalah. Faqih has denied any link.

On Qalah, a potential al Qaeda recruit could find links to the latest in computer hacking techniques (in the discussion group called "electronic jihad"), the most recent beheading video from Iraq, and paeans to the Sept. 11 hijackers and long Koranic justifications of suicide attacks. Sawt al-Jihad, the online magazine of al Qaeda in Saudi Arabia, was available, as were long lists of "martyrs" who had died fighting in Iraq. The forum abruptly shut down on July 7, hours after a posting asserted responsibility for the London transit bombings that day in the name of the previously unknown Secret Organization of al Qaeda in Europe.

Until recently, al Qaeda's use of the Web appeared to be centered on communications: preaching, recruitment, community-building and broad incitement. But there is increasing evidence that al Qaeda and its offshoots are also using the Internet for tactical purposes, especially for training new adherents. "If you want to conduct an attack, you will find what you need on the Internet," said Rita Katz, director of the SITE Institute, a group that monitors and tracks the jihadist Internet sites.

Jarret Brachman, director of research at West Point's Combating Terrorism Center, said he recently found on the Internet a 1,300-page treatise by Nasar, the Spanish- and English-speaking al Qaeda leader who has long trained operatives in poison techniques. The book urged a campaign of media "resistance" waged on the Internet and implored young prospective fighters to study computers along with the Koran.

The Nasar book was posted anonymously on the hijacked server of a U.S. business, a tactic typical of online jihadist propagandists, whose webmasters steal space from vulnerable servers worldwide and hop from Web address to Web address to evade the campaigners against al Qaeda who seek to shut down their sites.

The movement has also innovated with great creativity to protect its most secret communications. Khalid Sheik Mohammed, a key planner of the Sept. 11 attacks later arrested in Pakistan, used what four researchers familiar with the technique called an electronic or virtual "dead drop" [*******] on the Web to avoid having his e-mails intercepted by eavesdroppers in the United States or allied governments. Mohammed or his operatives would open an account on a free, public e-mail service such as Hotmail, write a message in draft form, save it as a draft, then transmit the e-mail account name and password during chatter on a relatively secure message board, according to these researchers.

The intended recipient could then open the e-mail account and read the draft -- since no e-mail message was sent, there was a reduced risk of interception, the researchers said.

Matt Devost, president of the Terrorism Research Center, who has done research in the field for a decade, recalled that "silverbullet" was one of the passwords Mohammed reportedly used in this period. Sending fake streams of e-mail spam to disguise a single targeted message is another innovation used by jihadist communicators, specialists said.

Al Qaeda's success with such tactics has underscored the difficulty of gathering intelligence against the movement. Mohammed's e-mails, once discovered, "were the best actionable intelligence in the whole war" against bin Laden and his adherents, said Arquilla, the Naval Postgraduate School professor. But al Qaeda has been keenly aware of its electronic pursuers and has tried to do what it can to stay ahead -- mostly by using encryption.

Building Cells on the Web
In the last two years, a small number of cases have emerged in which jihadist cells appear to have formed among like-minded strangers who met online, according to intelligence officials and terrorism specialists. And there are many other cases in which bonds formed in the physical world have been sustained and nurtured by the Internet, according to specialists in and outside of government. [********]

For example, Royal Canadian Mounted Police officers burst into the Ottawa home of Mohammed Momin Khawaja, a 24-year-old computer programmer, [*****] on March 29, 2004, arresting him for alleged complicity in what Canadian and British authorities described as a transatlantic plot to bomb targets in London and Canada. [****] Khawaja, a contractor with Canada's Foreign Ministry, met his alleged British counterparts online and came to the attention of authorities only when he traveled to Britain and walked into a surveillance operation being conducted by British special police, according to two Western sources familiar with the case. [**********]

British prosecutors alleged in court that Khawaja met with his online acquaintances in an Internet cafe in London, where he showed them images of explosive devices found on the Web and told them how to detonate bombs using cell phones. The first person jailed under a strict new Canadian anti-terrorism law passed after Sept. 11, Khawaja is not scheduled to have a preliminary hearing on his case until January.

The transit attacks in London may also have an Internet connection, according to several analysts. They appear to be successful examples of "al Qaeda's assiduous effort to cultivate and train professional insurgents and urban warfare specialists via the Internet," wrote Scheuer, the former CIA analyst. [*******]

In a posting not long after the London attacks, a member of one of the al Qaeda-linked online forums asked how to take action himself. A cell of two or three people is better, replied another member in an exchange translated by the SITE Institute. Even better than that is a "virtual cell, an agreement between a group of brothers over the Internet." [*****] It is "safe," extolled the anonymous poster, and "nobody will know the identity of each other in the beginning." Once "harmony and mutual trust" are established, training conducted and videos watched, then "you can meet in reality and execute some operation in the field."

Staff researcher Julie Tate contributed to this report.
© 2006 The Washington Post Company

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/22/AR2006052201627.html
Architect of New War on the West
Writings Lay Out Post-9/11 Strategy of Isolated Cells Joined in Jihad

By Craig Whitlock
Washington Post Foreign Service
Tuesday, May 23, 2006; A01 [Spanish citizen, Syrian by birth, alqaeda by ideology] [on day this was published in WP] [older pieces re-presented] [see above al qaeda on web piece] [originally from 2005] [I read it today, May 23, 2006] [jihadis] [use psci 469] [*********************] [Mustafa Setmariam Nasar] [media jihad]
MADRID -- From secret hideouts in South Asia, the Spanish-Syrian al-Qaeda strategist published thousands of pages of Internet tracts on how small teams of Islamic extremists could wage a decentralized global war against the United States and its allies. [*********]

With the Afghanistan base lost, he argued, radicals would need to shift their approach and work primarily on their own, though sometimes with guidance from roving operatives acting on behalf of the broader movement. [********]

Last October, the writing career of Mustafa Setmariam Nasar came to an abrupt end when Pakistani agents seized him in a friend's house in the border city of Quetta and turned him over to U.S. intelligence operatives, according to two senior Pakistani intelligence officials.

With Spanish, British and Syrian interrogators lining up with requests to question him, he has turned out to be a prize catch, a man who is not a bombmaker or operational planner but one of the jihad movement's prime theorists for the post-Sept. 11, 2001, world. [***********]

Counterterrorism officials and analysts see Nasar's theories in action in major terrorist attacks in Casablanca in 2003, Madrid in 2004 and London in 2005. In each case, the perpetrators organized themselves into local, self-sustaining cells that acted on their own but also likely accepted guidance from visiting emissaries of the global movement.

Nasar's masterwork, a 1,600-page volume titled "The Call for a Global Islamic Resistance," has been circulating on Web sites for 18 months. The treatise, written under the pen name Abu Musab al-Suri, draws heavily on lessons from past conflicts. [******************]

Nasar, 47, outlines a strategy for a truly global conflict on as many fronts as possible and in the form of resistance by small cells or individuals, rather than traditional guerrilla warfare. [*******] To avoid penetration and defeat by security services, he says, organizational links should be kept to an absolute minimum.

"The enemy is strong and powerful, we are weak and poor, the war duration is going to be long and the best way to fight it is in a revolutionary jihad way for the sake of Allah," [*****] he said in one paper. "The preparations better be deliberate, comprehensive and properly planned, taking into account past experiences and lessons." [************]
Intelligence officials said Nasar's doctrine has made waves in radical Islamic chat rooms and on Web sites about jihad -- holy war or struggle -- over the past two years. His capture, they added, has only added to his mystique. [********]

"He is probably the first to spell out a doctrine for a decentralized global jihad," [*****] said Brynjar Lia, a senior counterterrorism researcher at the Norwegian Defense Research Establishment, who is writing a book on Nasar. "In my humble opinion, he is the best theoretician among the jihadi ideologues and strategists out there. Nobody is as systematic and comprehensive in their analysis as he is. His brutal honesty and self-criticism is unique in jihadi circles." [*****] [does ayman al-zawahiri see him a competition for lead theoretican for alqaeda?] [look for signs of discontent between them] [**************]
After the bombings in Madrid and London, investigators fingered Nasar as the possible hands-on organizer of those attacks, because he had lived in both cities in the 1990s. [******] But so far, investigators have unearthed no hard evidence of his direct involvement in those attacks or any others, although they suspect he established sleeper cells in Spain and other European countries.

'A Very Difficult Man'
Nasar was born in Aleppo, Syria, in 1958 and studied engineering. In the early 1980s, he took part in a failed revolt by the fundamentalist Muslim Brotherhood against Syrian strongman Hafez al-Assad. [****] According to his own written accounts, he fled the country after that, then trained in camps in Jordan and Egypt. Later, he said, he moved to Europe when it became clear that Assad was firmly entrenched in power. [************]

He arrived in Spain in 1985. He married a Spanish woman who had converted to Islam, and through that connection, he became a dual Spanish-Syrian citizen. [*****] He also made contacts with other Syrian emigres who belonged to the Muslim Brotherhood. [*********] His neighbor in a small town in the province of Granada was Tayssir Alouni, a journalist for the al-Jazeera satellite television network who would later interview Osama bin Laden. Another friend was Imad Eddin Barakat Yarkas, who was convicted last fall on charges of running an al-Qaeda cell in Spain. [*********]

In 1987, Nasar journeyed to Pakistan and Afghanistan to help Muslim fighters in their rebellion against Soviet forces in Afghanistan. He trained at camps, met bin Laden and joined the ruling council of al-Qaeda, [******] according to a Spanish indictment filed against him.

When he returned to Spain in 1992, he concentrated on building his own cell there and also traveled widely in Europe to set up other al-Qaeda groups in Italy and France, according to the Spanish. [***********]

"He's pretty much designed the structure of the cells that have operated in Europe," [*******] said Rogelio Alonso, a terrorism expert and professor at King Juan Carlos University in Madrid. "He was the one with the prominent role as the individual who had the links with the higher echelons of al-Qaeda."

Although Nasar attracted the notice of Spanish police, investigators did not classify him as a serious threat. According to Spanish court papers, detectives had Nasar under surveillance in 1995. But when he moved to London that year, they stopped paying attention. [***********]

In London, Nasar led an above-ground life as a writer and voice of Islamic extremism. [******] He did publicity work for al-Qaeda, helping to arrange interviews with bin Laden in Afghanistan for CNN and the BBC. [*********]
He edited an Arabic-language newsletter called al-Ansar, which was devoted primarily to the cause of fundamentalists fighting a long and bloody civil war in Algeria. [*****] Even in London's sizable community of Arab exiles and radical Muslims, Nasar stood out for his strong views and unwillingness to compromise. [********]

In his newsletter, he defended the Armed Islamic Group, the Algerian rebel force known by its French acronym, GIA, for targeting Algerian civilians in a series of massacres that destroyed entire villages. When other Arab dissidents decried the tactics, Nasar turned on them as well, denouncing his critics in letters and in person. [********]

"In Algeria, he pushed people to violence," said one Arab exile living in Britain who tangled with Nasar in the mid-1990s. "He was not just an editor. He served as a strategist for those people and played a very bad role in what happened in Algeria," said the exile, who spoke on condition of anonymity, saying he feared harassment from al-Qaeda supporters. [*********]

British intelligence officials also took note of Nasar's activities in their country and questioned him on at least two occasions, according to people who knew him. But he was never placed under formal investigation, [******] they said.

“He’s very intelligent and powerful in making his arguments,” said an Arab dissident who knew Nasar well and also spoke on condition of anonymity. “But he is also a very difficult man. His tough attitude created many, many enemies for him, even in jihadi circles.” [**************]
With his pale white skin and red hair, Nasar physically blended into British society more easily than many Islamic fundamentalists. [******] But he sometimes struggled to reconcile his beliefs with his surroundings.

For instance, friends said, he was well educated on the finer points of Western classical music and enjoyed talking at dinner parties about composers. But he refused to actually listen to the music, for religious reasons. [******] And while he rejected the authority of secular institutions, he once filed a libel lawsuit in a British court against the Arabic-language newspaper al-Hayat. [********]

Unlike many of his acquaintances who favored arranged marriages, the unsmiling Nasar possessed a romantic streak and surprised friends by doting on his Spanish-born spouse. "I was in his house once and he was putting out all these romantic touches for his wife," [******]  said one of the Arab dissidents. "I asked him, 'Where did you learn how to do that?' He said, 'We Syrians, we know these things.' "

Moving Beyond Al-Qaeda [***********************]
Nasar departed London in 1998 to return to Afghanistan, according to intelligence sources. There, he forged close ties with the new Taliban government and swore an oath of allegiance to Mohammad Omar, the Taliban leader. He was given a position in the Taliban Defense Ministry. [***********]

He also resumed his contacts with al-Qaeda, but frequently clashed with bin Laden, [*****] according to Arab dissidents and Nasar's own writings.  [very intriguing:  not only does he represent a challenge to bin Laden and even more, ayman al-zawahiri, he’s personally clashed with OBL] [**************]

In an e-mail to bin Laden in 1999, recovered from a computer hard drive in Kabul by the Wall Street Journal, Nasar complained that bin Laden was getting a big head from his frequent media appearances. [******] "I think our brother has caught the disease of screens, flashes, fans, and applause," Nasar wrote.

In public statements and in interviews with Arab media, Nasar said he was happy to work with al-Qaeda but emphasized that he was an independent operator. His theories of decentralization had already taken shape: It would be a mistake, he said, for the global movement to pin its hopes on a single group or set of leaders. [***************] [read bin laden’s alqaeda] [****************]

"My guess is that he saw bin Laden as a narrow-minded thinker," [*****] said Jarret Brachman, research director for the Combating Terrorism Center at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. "He clearly says that al-Qaeda was an important step but it's not the end step and it's not sufficient." [***********]
Nasar's theories of war also called for the most deadly weapons possible. In Afghanistan, he worked with al-Qaeda leaders to train fighters in the use of "poisons and chemicals" at two camps near Jalalabad and Kabul, according to the State Department. After the Sept. 11 hijackings, Nasar praised the attacks. But he said a better plan would have been to load the hijacked airplanes with weapons of mass destruction. [**********]

"Let the American people -- those who voted for killing, destruction, the looting of other nations' wealth, megalomania and the desire to control others -- be contaminated with radiation," he wrote. "We apologize for the radioactive fallout," he declared sarcastically.

After the U.S.-led invasion of Afghanistan in late 2001, Nasar went into hiding, moving to Iran, northern Iraq and Pakistan, according to intelligence officials. In November 2004, the State Department posted a $5 million reward for his capture. [********]

Within a few weeks, Nasar responded by posting a lengthy statement on the Internet. He denied reports that he was involved in the Sept. 11 attacks or the Madrid bombings, but issued warnings of his own. [**********]

"As a result of the U.S. government's declaration about me, the lies it contained and the new security requirements forced upon us, I have taken the decision to end my period of isolation," he wrote. "I will also resume my ideological, media-related and operational activities. I wish to God that America will regret bitterly that she provoked me and others to combat her with pen and sword." [**********]
Around the same time, Nasar posted his 1,600-page book on the Internet. In it, he critiqued failed insurgencies in Syria, Egypt and Afghanistan and offered a new model aimed at drawing individuals and small groups into a global jihad. [**********]

Reuven Paz, director of the Project for the Research of Islamist Movements, in Herzliya, Israel, called Nasar's book "brilliant -- from their point of view." He said researchers fear that it is already serving as a how-to manual for uniting isolated groups of radical Muslims for a common cause. [*******]

"We are witnessing a new generation of jihadists who were not trained in the camps in Afghanistan," [*******] Paz said. "Unfortunately, this book has operational sections that may be more appealing to this new generation." [***********]
Staff writer Karen DeYoung in Washington and special correspondent Kamran Khan in Karachi, Pakistan, contributed to this report.
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350 Held in Bombay Train Bombings 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Filed at 10:32 a.m. ET [Bombay simultaneous detonation of 6-10 bombs on first class compartments of trains] [trains mainstay of India’s transportation system] [while no one has yest claimed credit, appears to fit Kashmiri Jihadis m.o.] [followup] [latest] [use psci 469] [***************]
BOMBAY, India (AP) -- Police on Thursday detained about 350 people [****]for questioning in the Bombay train bombings amid suspicion that Kashmiri militants [******] could be linked to the attacks that killed at least 200 people.

The detentions came as a man claiming to represent al-Qaida said the terror network had set up a wing in Kashmir and praised Tuesday's bombings. [******]

A senior intelligence official said the government was taking the claim seriously and authorities were trying to trace a call the man made to a Kashmiri news service.

''Our immediate effort is to locate the caller and ascertain the authenticity of the claim,'' the official said on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the media. [****]''The government is taking it very seriously.''

There have been allegations that Islamic militants fighting to wrest predominantly Muslim Kashmir from India have ties to al-Qaida, but Thursday's statement would be the first time Osama bin Laden's network claimed to have spread to Indian territory. [**********]

Police Inspector S. Goshal said most of the 350 detentions were made overnight in Malwani, a northeastern suburb of Bombay. They were rounded up only for questioning to help with the investigations, and none have been charged [*****] [sounds as though the usual suspects] or formally arrested, he said.

Bombay police Commissioner A.N. Roy said those rounded up included known thugs, gangsters and troublemakers who might have information about the culprits.

Seven teams of investigators are moving ahead in their inquiry and ''should have something substantial soon,'' [****]said D.K. Shankaran, the top bureaucrat in Maharashtra state, in a telephone interview.

Investigators were looking into a possible link with Lashkar-e-Tayyaba, [******] [also spelled Lashkar-e-Taiba and other ways] [****] an Islamic militant group based in Kashmir, said P.S. Pasricha, police chief of Maharashtra state. Lashkar has in the past employed near-simultaneous explosions to attack Indian cities.

A spokesman for Lashkar, Abdullah Ghaznavi, denied the group was involved. [*******]

The purported al-Qaida member, [*****]who identified himself as Abu al-Hadeed, [*******] appealed to Indian Muslims to take up jihad and said ''whosoever has carried out the attacks in Bombay we express our gratitude and happiness.'' It was impossible to verify his identity or his claims independently.

The train bombings ''are a reaction to what is happening to the minorities, especially Muslims in India,'' [*********]the man said in a statement read over the phone to Kashmir's Current News Service.

''We appeal to Muslims in India to fight for freedom and Islam and choose jihad as their way to achieve freedom and establishing Islamic ways,'' [*********]he was quoted as saying.

The Current News Service said the man spoke in Urdu, the language of most Muslims in the Indian subcontinent, [*********] [and a predominant language in Pakistan] though he identified himself with an Arabic name.

''Today a unit of al-Qaida has been established in Jammu and Kashmir which shall henceforth be called al-Qaida Jammu and Kashmir,'' [******] the man said. ''We shall be giving out statements regularly and will soon announce our aims and objectives.'' [*******]
The government, meanwhile, reiterated its commitment to fight terrorism.

''Nothing will deter us from our firm policy to fight this menace till it is wiped out. We are determined to apprehend and bring to justice all those responsible for the evil acts in Mumbai,'' [**********] said a Cabinet statement. Bombay is also known as Mumbai.

The Indian Foreign Ministry demanded Wednesday that neighboring Pakistan dismantle all terrorist networks on land it controls -- but fell short of directly accusing it for the attacks. [*********]

Kashmir is divided between the two countries but claimed by both. The region is largely Muslim, and the militants want a Kashmir independent of Hindu-majority India or joined to Pakistan. [*******] [irredentism] [psci 350]

In an interview with The Associated Press in Washington, Pakistan’s foreign minister bristled at suggestions that his country bore responsibility for the attacks.

‘’You can’t really blame everything on Pakistan; it’s very unfair,’’ Khurshid Kasuri said. ‘’India is a vast country. There are lots of people who have their own agendas, not just in Kashmir.’’ [**************]
Bombay, a city of 16 million people, was back on track Thursday with tens of thousands of people jamming the commuter train service that was hit by eight bombs, killing at least 200 people and wounding 700. [***********]

''The city has faced attacks in the past. It has always bounced back quickly ... people have to go to work. What else are we going to do,'' said Ashwini Lolo, an office worker in his 20s, at the Bandra station waiting to board a train.

Associated Press reporters Ramola Talwar and Tim Sullivan in Bombay, Mujtaba Ali Ahmad in Srinagar, and Vijay Joshi and Matthew Rosenberg in New Delhi contributed to this story.
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India Searches for Answers in Debris of Blasts
Pakistani Official Draws Criticism for Remarks on Kashmir

By Muneeza Naqvi
Special to The Washington Post
Thursday, July 13, 2006; A14 [Bombay simultaneous detonation of 6-10 bombs on first class compartments of trains] [trains mainstay of India’s transportation system] [while no one has yest claimed credit, appears to fit Kashmiri Jihadis m.o.] [followup] [latest] [use psci 469] [***************] [ditto]
BOMBAY, July 12 -- In the house of B.P. Keshriwal on Tuesday evening, the TV set suddenly began to display images of twisted metal and bloodied bodies. Keshriwal watched anxiously. "For a long time it did not sink in," he recalled. "It was so terrible." [****] [reminiscent of my 9/11 experience]
Then, as he began to grasp the enormity of what had happened -- coordinated bomb blasts tearing apart rush-hour commuter trains along a single rail corridor -- he had a very troubling thought: His nephew, Vasant Torka, usually rode that line home, right at this time.

He dialed Torka's cellphone. No response. "We couldn't get through . . . and we felt such enormous panic," the elegantly dressed man said Wednesday, twisting a large diamond ring around his finger.

For the next two hours, with television announcing an ever-rising death toll, Keshriwal, 64, rushed to and from seven different hospitals. But at each there was no sign of his nephew, whose wife and two young children waited anxiously at home.

Finally, in the emergency room of a private hospital, crowded with police and fast-working doctors, he found Torka -- alive.

The 48-year-old was being treated for serious head injuries, a dislocated shoulder and broken ribs that ruptured his lungs. He had been making his regular ride home when the fourth of the seven bombs exploded in a first-class train compartment near the suburb of Mahim.

All over this city of 16 million people, families like these gathered outside hospital emergency rooms Wednesday, a day after the explosions. Some grieved as they claimed the bodies of loved ones; others rejoiced as they located missing members of their families.

Authorities on Wednesday raised the death toll to 183, with more than 700 people wounded. [********]But by midday the city, India's financial and commercial capital, was fast returning to normal. Trains were running again on the stricken line and were almost as crowded as before the bombings.

Police said they were investigating whether the radical Pakistan-based Islamic group Lashkar-e-Taiba, [***********] [also spelled Lashkar-e-Tayyaba ] blamed for other terrorist bombings in India, played a role in the attacks. But officials said that they had nothing conclusive. The group has been banned by the Pakistani government, but many analysts say it continues to operate under different names. [**********]

"We have some clues and an investigation is underway," said P.S. Pasricha, director general of police of Maharashtra state. Bombay, also known as Mumbai, is the state capital.

In New Delhi, Foreign Ministry spokesman Navtej Sarna repeated an Indian demand that Pakistan crack down on Islamic radicals. "We would urge Pakistan to take urgent steps to dismantle the infrastructure of terrorism on the territory under its control and act resolutely against individuals and groups who are responsible for terrorists' violence," Sarna said.

He was responding to comments by Pakistani Foreign Minister Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri in Washington on Tuesday that solving the two countries' dispute over the divided region of Kashmir was the best way of tackling extremism in South Asia. [********]

"We find it appalling that Foreign Minister Kasuri should seek to link this blatant and inhuman act of terror against innocent men, women and children to the so-called lack of resolution of disputes between India and Pakistan," [******] Sarna said. "His remarks appear to suggest that Pakistan will cooperate with India against the scourge of cross-border terrorism and terrorist violence only if such so-called disputes are resolved." [*************]
In a conversation with Washington Post reporters and editors Wednesday, Kasuri called the Bombay bombings "completely horrendous," the work of "people who are opposed to the peace process." [**************]
He noted allegations that Lashkar members were acting under new organizational names but said they were being "watched like hawks" by Pakistani authorities. [********]

Indian officials have accused their neighbor of arming and funding Islamic secessionists active in the Indian part of Kashmir. Pakistan has denied those charges. [************]

In 2001, India blamed Pakistan for an attack on the Parliament building in New Delhi by a band of gunmen, and the two nuclear-armed neighbors came close to war. They have since initiated a peace process aimed at resolving their competing claims over Kashmir and other disputes.

On Wednesday, five Indian tourists were wounded in a grenade attack in Gulmarg, a resort town in Indian Kashmir. On Tuesday, eight people were killed by grenade attacks in Srinagar, the summer capital of Indian Kashmir.

The Pakistani Foreign Ministry has strongly condemned the Bombay attacks and Pakistan's president, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, offered condolences over the loss of life.

Police official Pasricha called Tuesday's attacks "an effort to halt the country's economic growth," adding that "I'm very sure that the city will be back to normal soon." The stock market rose by 3 percent on Wednesday.

"Bombay doesn't stop for anything. Everything is already back to normal," said Vaibhavi Seth, a hotel executive who rides trains to work every day.

"Life in this city is faster than any other city in the country," said the gray-haired Keshriwal as he prepared to spend the night in the waiting room at Hinduja Hospital, the facility where he found his nephew. "And we must move on. Maybe some people will be anxious about taking trains for a few days, but then life will go on."

The doctors told him that in two weeks his nephew may be ready to go back home.

Correspondent Pamela Constable in Washington contributed to this report.
© 2006 The Washington Post Company
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Militants in Egypt Terror Group Are Said to Be Joining Al Qaeda 

By AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE [alqaeda] [zawahiri] [tape] [claims alqaeda is joing forces with forces in Egypt] [Al Gamaa al-Islamiyya] [interesting because muslim brotherhood well entrenched in Egypt] [though outlawed officially, the brotherhood served in govt roles] [renames itself something for elections] [use psci 469 ] [**********]

DUBAI, Aug. 5 (Agence France-Presse) — Al Qaeda’s second in command, Ayman al-Zawahri, announced Saturday that it was being joined by a string of major players from Al Gamaa al-Islamiyya, [********]the Egyptian militant group.

In a message run by Al Jazeera television, Mr. Zawahri, who was born in Egypt, welcomed “a number” of the group’s leaders “under the Al Qaeda banner.” [attempting to remain relavant following Hezbollah’s recent popularity] [may presage something big coming] [*****************]
They have decided, he said, to “merge with Al Qaeda to unite the forces of the nation into one, to face its enemies which are launching the most ferocious campaign ever seen against Islam.” 

The group was behind the 1981 assassination of President Anwar el-Sadat of Egypt, and continued to battle the country’s military in the 1980’s. Its six-year bombing campaign in the 1990’s killed 1,300 people. [***********]

Its members were suspected of playing a role in the 1997 attack in Luxor, Egypt, which killed 58 tourists and 4 Egyptians. [********]

While the mainstream group’s leaders in Egypt renounced violence nine years ago, several exiled figures rejected the move toward peace. [**********]
Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company
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Plot to Bomb U.S.-Bound Jets Is Foiled
Britain Arrests 24 Suspected Conspirators

By John Ward Anderson and Karen DeYoung
Washington Post Foreign Service
Friday, August 11, 2006; A01 [London] [hydra] [UK] [EU] [8-10-06] [the day after the alleged attacks were thwarted] [lots of coverage] [nearly every conceivable angle] [both in external, societal, and govt] [use psci 469] [this piece very interesting in that DeYoung clearly has a source or sources in the ODNI] [here recent reporting on the DNI has been incredibly positive and at dod’s expense] [********************]
LONDON, Aug. 10 -- A plot to simultaneously blow up as many as 10 U.S.-bound passenger jets with liquid explosives hidden in carry-on luggage was foiled with the arrest of 24 suspects, [alqaedaq mo] [******] British and U.S. officials said Thursday. Tough new security measures snarled air traffic through the day and filled departure lounges in Britain and the United States with crowds of frustrated travelers.

British authorities had been secretly watching the alleged conspirators, most of them British citizens of Pakistani origin, since late last year, officials said, and moved in to make arrests after concluding they were close to trying to stage their suicide attacks. [******] [nicely finessed] Officials warned that some members of the plot may remain at large.

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security increased its threat level for U.S.-bound commercial flights from Britain to "red" -- the first use of this highest terrorism alert signaling imminent attack, invoked in this case out of prudence to conform with a British alert. Officials said they had no information that the plot was to include attacks in the United States.

At the Washington area's three main airports, many flights were canceled and security screening lines grew long and slow-moving as passengers underwent special inspections after drinks and most other liquids and gels were banned as carry-on items. At British airports, carry-on bags were prohibited altogether, with passengers allowed to take aboard only essentials such as wallets, eyeglasses and baby formula.

By day's end, commercial aviation was returning to normal. Officials said that people boarding flights from the United States to Britain and on some other routes could continue to face extra screening Friday and that restrictions on carry-on items would remain in force for the time being.

"Put simply, this was a plot to commit mass murder on an unimaginable scale," said Paul Stephenson, deputy commissioner of the London Metropolitan Police, describing a plot that if successful could have rivaled the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks in death toll. [*****]

The plot "was sophisticated, it had a lot of members and it was international in scope," Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff told reporters. He said the suspects planned to smuggle bombs and detonators disguised as beverages, electronic devices and other everyday objects onto planes. [read it was alqaeda or affiliate] [*********]

He expressed concern that components, each benign on its own, might be brought aboard, then mixed together to create a bomb.

Intelligence officials and private analysts expressed suspicion that the plot was an al-Qaeda operation, but said there was no confirmation. [********]News that all of the suspects were British citizens fit with some analysts' view that future Islamic terrorism attacks will be organized by locally based groups acting largely on their own, with inspiration but not direction from Osama bin Laden. [***********] [what’s the practical difference?] [if he gets credit that’s what matters] [note how bin Laden and Zawahiri have been desparate to eclipse Hassan Nazrallah (Hebollah)] [even though plot was “thwarted” bin Laden and Zawahiri make the news, get credit, and push Nazrallah off the front page, above the fold] [**********************]

Many young Muslims in Britain are angry with the U.S. and British governments over the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. [**********]Three of the four suicide attackers who killed 52 passengers in London's transit system last summer were British citizens of Pakistani origin, investigators concluded. The fourth was identified as a Jamaican-born convert to Islam. [********]

President Bush [*********]called Thursday's arrests "a stark reminder that this nation is at war with Islamic fascists who will use any means to destroy those of us who love freedom, to hurt our nation." [if US govt has known since last year, this speech was written long ago to await the “thwarting” of the plot] [************]
British officials did not announce the suspects' names, and other basic details of the alleged plot remained unknown. Officials speaking not for quotation by name offered sometimes conflicting partial information.

Counterterrorism officials said the plotters intended to strike at United, American and Continental airline flights to New York, Washington and California. [********]But law enforcement officials said that no specific cities were targeted, just the United States in general, and that the suspects were interested in nonstop flights between Britain and the United States, which would have made New York and Washington obvious candidates.

A U.S. intelligence official, who would not be quoted by name, said that British Airways flights were also targeted, although it did not appear that plans had progressed to "specific flights" on specific days. However, it was "certainly to the point of where it could have been carried out in the very near future. I'm talking about days or a few weeks. This month. They were very, very far along."

A senior U.S. law enforcement official said the working theory was that the bombs would be detonated in midair, similar to the so-called Bojinka plot, a code name used by bin Laden operatives for a 1995 plan to bomb 11 U.S. airliners simultaneously over the Pacific Ocean. [*********]The "similarities to Bojinka are striking, [*****]and are very much on everyone's mind," the official said. Simultaneous detonation would maximize the death toll in part by preventing authorities from grounding other planes carrying explosives. [Bojinka, olf course, was a product of KSM and Ramzi Yousaf, his nephew I think] [****************]

U.S. and European intelligence officials said that the 24 people arrested by British police in London, [***********]the London suburb of High Wycombe and the city of Birmingham were all British citizens, in their twenties, and that most, perhaps all, were of Pakistani origin or had roots in Pakistan. Many had traveled to that country recently, the officials said.

[Early Friday, the Bank of England froze the assets of 19 people, naming them as people arrested Thursday in connection with the plan, the Associated Press reported.]

Pakistani officials said Thursday they had worked closely with U.S. and British intelligence since December to counter the plot. Tasnim Aslam, spokeswoman for Pakistan's Foreign Ministry in Islamabad, said several arrests were made in Pakistan on Wednesday; security sources said the arrests took place in Punjab province.

Until recently, authorities believed they had the entire group of plotters under surveillance and were allowing them to continue their planning as police secretly gathered evidence for trial. But authorities became concerned in recent days that there might be additional unknown conspirators, according to two senior intelligence sources.

The lack of certainty forced authorities to begin the arrests sooner than anticipated, U.S. and European intelligence officials said, and to impose a ban on taking liquids aboard planes in case other plotters moved forward in response to the arrests.

"This is by no means over," said one U.S. intelligence source, who like others agreed to discuss limited elements of the plot on condition of anonymity.

The strict security measures caused cancellations, delays and congestion at Heathrow -- Europe's busiest airport with 186,000 passengers on a typical day -- and other large airports in Gatwick, Manchester and Stansted, north of London. The problems reverberated across Europe, as major carriers including Air France, KLM, Lufthansa and Iberia canceled most or all of their flights to Britain.

Airline employees in Britain struggled to cope with crowds of frustrated, confused and sometimes worried and angry passengers who found their business and vacation plans suddenly disrupted, with few options for leaving the island.

Many were forced to repack in the middle of terminals, told that they could carry nothing on board but the most essential items, such as wallets, travel documents, medicines and eyeglasses. No liquids were allowed unless they could be verified, and mothers were forced to sample their babies' bottles in front of security guards to confirm their contents.

Travelers swarmed ticket counters, awaiting word on their flights. Thousands of stranded passengers flooded local hotels and jockeyed for seats on crowded trains to France, Belgium and Switzerland.

"This is the way of life now," said Craig Burgess, a UNICEF employee who got stranded at Heathrow and went into London to try to catch a train to Paris or Geneva so he could continue on to New Delhi to join his family. "I understand the caution and the safety. You'd rather have this happen than something tragic," [******] he said. [one can hope but it will be interesgting to see how fast Americans and others forget] [most had forgotten 9/11 prior to this wake-up call] [***********]

Muslim community leaders in Britain expressed skepticism that a grand plot by Muslims had been discovered. [*********]They noted that most other alleged conspiracies announced by British police unraveled for lack of proof. Leaders said they feared a renewed Islamophobia.

Mohammad Naseem, chairman of Birmingham Central Mosque -- close to the scene of some of Thursday's raids -- said the community reaction was "dismay and anxiety. People have lost trust in politicians. All we are asking for is proof." [understandable] [each time something happens they get pounced on which is also understandable] [******]
Ahmed Versi, editor of Britain's Muslim News, said hate mail had already started pouring into his office over the Internet on Thursday morning, saying Muslims were unwelcome in Britain. "Muslims are worried they may face physical attacks," he said in a telephone interview.

On quiet two-lane Walton Drive in High Wycombe, west of London, police raided a two-story brick duplex. Police officers stood sentry on either end of the block and in front of the house at No. 36 throughout the day; blue-and-white police tape kept people off the small patch of lawn and flowers in front of the glass front door. Inside, investigators in light-colored hazard suits inspected the home.

People on the street said at least six people lived in the house, including two brothers in their twenties who frequently played soccer at a local park. [*****]The people in the house were described as pleasant, if reserved.

"They don't seem like terrorists, they are family people. They never had any trouble with the neighbors," said neighbor Kamran Haider, 25. "I wouldn't suspect them to be involved in any criminal activity."

DeYoung reported from Washington. Staff writers Dafna Linzer, Anushka Asthana and Dan Eggen and researcher Julie Tate in Washington and special correspondents Kamran Khan in Karachi, Pakistan, and Corinne Gavard in Paris contributed to this report.
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