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1. Global Terrorism Monitor 

For detailed analysis, background information and source documents become a Global Terrorism Monitor subscriber. You can purchase this and other titles here:
TAMNI Publications
--------------------------------------------------
GTM Africa
--------------------------------------------------
Kenya hosted a meeting with International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda prosecutors. Discussions focused on the apprehension of Felicien Kabuga, who is thought to have financed and otherwise supported the 1994 Rwandan genocide. Kenyan authorities say they have not sheltered Kabuga and are unaware of information indicating that he regularly carries out business in Kenya.
http://69.94.11.53/ENGLISH/PRESSREL/2006/9-3-17.htm
http://www.nationmedia.com/dailynation/nmgcontententry.asp?category_id=1&newsid=82322
http://www.nationmedia.com/dailynation/nmgcontententry.asp?category_id=1&newsid=82316

The Moroccan Human Rights Association and other human rights activists are demanding that the government acknowledge secret US detention centers in Morocco, most likely in the intelligence service complex in Temara.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/5390646.stm

Moroccan security forces arrested six suspected members of the Islamic Liberation party.
http://www.adnki.com/index_2Level_English.php?cat=Politics&loid=8.0.344578240&par=0

The International Crisis Group reports that:
"Militant groups in the Niger Delta are proliferating, and the country’s security situation will worsen unless the government urgently addresses the region’s grievances. Piracy, kidnappings and attacks against government and oil targets have increased and threaten to cripple the oil industry. While the militant groups have legitimate grievances, such as poverty and government corruption, they are using them to justify the damaging attacks and feed on popular anger against the government. Policymakers – whether they are in Nigeria or countries that rely on Nigeria’s oil - need to understand that reform is the only way to promote stability in the Delta.
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4394&l=1

Former Rwandan Deputy Prosecutor Simeon Nchamihigo's trial began today. He is charged in the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda with genocide, extermination, murder and other inhumane acts in connection with recruiting and ordering Interahamwe militia to massacre Tutsi civilians and moderate Hutus.
http://69.94.11.53/ENGLISH/PRESSREL/2006/497.htm

Somalia's interim Prime Minister Ali Mohamed Ghedi called for help against further terrorist expansion. He was speaking after the Union of Islamic Courts (UIC), which denies alleged links to al Qaeda, seized the port of Kismayo. During the taking of the port on Sunday three people were killed. Accusing Ethiopia of sending troops to support the interim government, UIC claims that Ethiopia has declared war. The interim government responded with a warning to UIC that although foreign troops are not in the country, Ethiopia and Kenya will intervene if the interim government, which controls only a small area around the town of Baidoa, is attacked. Meanwhile, instability in the south, which is largely under UIC control, has led to a sharp increase in the number of refugees entering Kenya. And UIC has shut down a radio station and arrested several journalists.
http://www.nationmedia.com/dailynation/nmgcontententry.asp?category_id=1&newsid=82173
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55734
http://www.nationmedia.com/dailynation/nmgcontententry.asp?category_id=1&newsid=82370
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55764
http://www.mg.co.za/articlePage.aspx?articleid=285239

Somalia has arrested two Islamic militants, not members but affiliated with UIC, in connection with the 18 September suicide bomb attack against the interim President Abdullahi Yusuf. The president was unharmed, but his brother and four bodyguards were killed. 

Thousands of Uganda's Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels have been assembling at designated sites in Sudan, under the terms of the truce agreement currently in place. LRA claimed that the Ugandan army attacked one group of rebels last weekend, and now the Ugandan army says that a group of LRA rebels have left their designated camp. If this dispersal occurred, it could have been a response to the alleged army attack. Further LRA claims suggest that the Ugandan army has moved troops closer to the rebel assembly areas, which. Such incidents would violate the truce agreement, but even rumors of these activities could derail the ongoing peace talks.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55722
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55744
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55747
--------------------------------------------------
GTM Americas
--------------------------------------------------
In Canada, the public inquiry into the investigation of the 1985 Air India bombing has begun taking testimony.
http://www.majorcomm.ca/en/index.asp
http://www.terrorismcentral.com/Newsletters/2005/040305.html#FeatureArticle
http://www.terrorismcentral.com/Newsletters/2005/112705.html#FeatureArticle

Royal Canadian Mounted Police Commissioner Giuliano Zaccardelli accepted the 23 recommendations made by the public inquiry in the Arar case, in which Maher Arar was deported by US customs agents to Syria where he was tortured after false Canadian police claims of terrorism. He has acknowledged major mistakes among the police force, and has issued a public apology to Arar. These statements were made during a House of Commons Committee investigation of failings in the case.
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/speeches/sp_arar_e.htm
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/news/commissioner_statement_oconnor_e.htm
http://cmte.parl.gc.ca/cmte/CommitteeHome.aspx?Lang=1&PARLSES=391&JNT=0&SELID=e22_.1&STAC=1653496

Colombia has withdrawn security forces from two southern towns, in preparation for possible prisoner exchange negotiations with the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC).

Peruvian police seized a shipment of ammunition and weapons en route to FARC rebels.

US President Bush has disputed the assessment of his own administration officials that the war in Iraq has helped spawn a new generation of terrorists and an increased terrorist threat since 9/11. He has ordered some portions of the National Intelligence Estimate, entitled "Trends in Global Terrorism: Implications for the United States", to be declassified, but full disclosure of the other 90 percent of the document has been ruled out. The following links go to the original disclosure and subsequent commentary. To decide for yourself, go to Recommended Reading below.
http://blogs.chron.com/bluebayou/2006/09/followup_on_the_national_intel.html
http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/news/archives/2006/09/27/iraq_a_cause_celebre_for_jihadists.html
http://blogs.usatoday.com/ondeadline/2006/09/the_intelligenc.html
http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2006/09/post_29.html#more
http://commentisfree.guardian.co.uk/dilip_hiro/2006/09/post_444.html
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/D20DFDD1-C3F9-474A-8F25-0AAEF5C36C48.htm
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/opinion/286405_terrored.html
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N27410304.htm
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=aFWiBhMf9aIQ
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/editorial_opinion/editorials/articles/2006/09/27/bush_and_intelligence/
http://www.boston.com/news/nation/washington/articles/2006/09/27/report_sees_war_fueling_jihadists_1159338317/
http://www.cnn.com/2006/POLITICS/09/27/lowenthal/
http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0928/p01s02-usfp.html
http://www.defenselink.mil/news/NewsArticle.aspx?ID=1256
http://www.defenselink.mil/News/NewsArticle.aspx?id=1263
http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=109868&version=1&template_id=43&parent_id=19
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-terrorpol27sep27,0,490186.story
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/editorial/15608387.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/24/world/middleeast/24terror.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/27/opinion/27wed1.html
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/world/AP-US-Afghanistan.html
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2006/09/27/EDG6PKDU371.DTL
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/26/AR2006092600163.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/linkset/2005/04/11/LI2005041100879.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060927-2.html

Among a flurry of legislation in the US Congress as it breaks for mid-term elections, the House and Senate approved the Military Commissions Act of 2006. It attempts to set standards for interrogation of terrorism suspects and legalizes military commissions, granting broad powers of treatment, detention, and prosecution to the Executive. The bill is likely to open fresh legal battles. It has been condemned worldwide for provisions that:
* Establishes a new judicial system to try a wide variety of people in military commissions that lack minimal safeguards regarding coercive evidence and the right to examine evidence against the accused, even if the sentence could be death
* Expands the definition of "enemy combatant" to allow indefinite detention without charge or access to council for even minor acts, such as writing a check , and incorporates a broad definition that can include US citizens and legal permanent representatives
* Strips "enemy combatants" of the right to habeas corpus and allows the use of hearsay or coerced evidence under certain conditions
* Overrides retroactive immunity for those implicated in torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c109:H.R.6054

 HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c109:H.R.6054:" :
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/30/us/30detain.html
http://legalnews.tv/commentary/the_military_commissions_act_unintended_consequences_20060930.html
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/media/etn/2006/alert/270/
http://www.aclu.org/safefree/detention/26947prs20060928.html
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAMR511542006
http://www.frontpagemag.com/Articles/ReadArticle.asp?ID=24687
http://mediamatters.org/items/200609290010
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/09/29/europe/EU_GEN_Terror_Legislation_World_View.php
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/5134328.stm

The House Committee on International Relations, Subcommittees on International Terrorism and Nonproliferation and the Middle East and Central Asia, held a joint hearing on "Hezbollah's Global Reach".
http://wwwc.house.gov/international_relations/itnhear.htm
--------------------------------------------------
GTM Asia Pacific
--------------------------------------------------
Australian officials are escorting al Qaeda supporter Saleh Jamal from Lebanon, where he has been deported after his detention on a terrorism-related offense.  
http://www.smh.com.au/news/world/shooting-suspect-warns-australia-over-extradition/2006/09/25/1159036472236.html

David Hicks, an Australian detained at the US base in Guantanamo Bay, has been qualified as an "enemy combatant" and will be one of the first subject to a military tribunal.
http://www.theage.com.au/news/world/hicks-qualifies-as-an-enemy-combatant/2006/09/29/1159337341398.html
http://www.metimes.com/storyview.php?StoryID=20061001-080823-4754r

Indonesia and Australia have marked one year today since three suicide bombers in three Bali restaurants killed 20 people, including four Australians.
http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/bali-bomb-victims-remembered/2006/10/01/1159641198364.html

Indonesia's attorney general rejected the request of convicted 2002 Bali bombers Amrozi, Imam Samudra and Ali Imron to be decapitated instead of executed by firing squad. They had cited the inhumanity of taking two minutes to die after being shot, but Indonesian law has no provision for decapitation. The Bali bombers can continue to pursue other legal actions.

Indonesia has rejected paying to fly the body of al Qaeda in Iraq lieutenant Omar al-Farouq home, claiming he was not an Indonesian citizen. Several legislators have called for his repatriation, saying he is an Indonesian national whose basic rights should be respected. Al-Farouq's wife Mira Agustina says she was not officially informed of his death and believes he could still be alive.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Iraq/Story/0,,1881381,00.html

The family of Dominggus da Silva, one of the three men executed last week for inciting violence against Muslims in Poso, has called for an exhumation and autopsy to determine whether he was tortured before his execution.
http://www.cathnews.com/news/609/158.php

In the Philippines New People's Army (NPA) continued its activities, including setting fire to a passenger bus whose owner refused to pay for protection.

Southern Thailand's Islamic militants launched multiple attacks last week. These included drive-by shootings, assaults, and roadside bombs that killed at least seven people, and injured many others including civilians, teachers and police.

An arson attack against five schools in three districts of Kamphaeng Phet caused extensive damage, but are linked to the region's support for the ruling Thai Rak Thai party and the ongoing political crisis in Thailand.
--------------------------------------------------
GTM Europe
--------------------------------------------------
Former Czech military intelligence head Andor Sandor says that the Czech Republic is at higher risk from terrorism than Slovakia, which has fewer Jewish monuments and less involvement in the conflicts in Lebanon, Iraq or Afghanistan.
http://www.slovakspectator.sk/clanok.asp?cl=24734

Basque separatist group ETA told a rally in northern Spain that it will not end its fight nor relinquish weapons until independence from Spain is achieved.
http://www.eitb.com/content2/dokumentuak/ETA_komunikatua_en_20060925.pdf
http://www.thinkspain.com/news-spain/11900
http://www.mir.es/DGRIS/Terrorismo_de_ETA/

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mir.es/DGRIS/Terrorismo_de_ETA/%20%28in%20Spanish%29"  (in Spanish)

Swiss newspaper Blick has leaked an interim report by federal prosecutors that indicates the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) used Swiss air space to fly Egyptian cleric and suspected terrorist Osama Moustafa Hassan Nasr ("Abu Omar") to Egypt for forcible interrogation.
http://www.swissinfo.org/eng/front/detail/Report_says_CIA_rendition_flight_was_likely.html?siteSect=105&sid=7118395&cKey=1159635315000

In Turkey, the trial of 56 mayors has opened. They were indicted after writing to Danish Prime Minister Rasmussen to ask him not to close Kurdish Roj TV, which Turkey considers a mouthpiece for the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK). Denmark has left the station open for freedom of speech.
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L26913930.htm
http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/article.php?enewsid=55043
http://www.roj.tv/

Jailed Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) leader Abdullah Ocalan has called on his separatist fighters to observe an unconditional ceasefire with Turkey. Prime Minister Erdogan has rejected the ceasefire call, but PKK rebels have declared a unilateral ceasefire.
http://www.adnki.com/index_2Level_English.php?cat=Security&loid=8.0.345201928&par

 HYPERLINK "http://www.adnki.com/index_2Level_English.php?cat=Security&loid=8.0.345201928&par=" =
http://www.firatnews.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=14996

 HYPERLINK "http://www.firatnews.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=14996%20%28in%20Turkish%29"  (in Turkish)

British Prime Minister Blair, in his last speech to the Labor Party conference, argued that a retreat from Iraq and Afghanistan would put future security in "deepest peril" and insisted that people must stop blaming UK foreign policy because "This terrorism isn't our fault. We didn't cause it."

The Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) has drawn up plans to set up special police and intelligence units across England and Wales to address the current terrorism threat. The Home Office is reviewing the proposal prior to consultation.

Mark Haddock, a leading Belfast loyalist, has been cleared of attempted murder but found guilty of grievous bodily harm with intent, false imprisonment, and arson in connection with a 202 attack against a pub doorman.

In Northern Ireland, the trial of Sean Gerard Hoey, the only person charged in connection with the 1998 Omagh bombing, has opened.
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/story.jsp?story=707783
http://www.terrorismcentral.com/Library/Incidents/OmaghBombing/OmaghBombList.html
http://www.terrorismcentral.com/Newsletters/2002/021002.html#FeatureArticle
--------------------------------------------------
GTM Middle East
--------------------------------------------------
Al Arabiya television has quoted a Taleban official as saying Osama bin Laden is alive and well.
http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=109925&version=1&template_id=57&parent_id=56

In Gaza, the Israel Air Force destroyed the home of a Hamas leader, causing no reported casualties. Two teenage brothers, aged 14 and 16, were killed by an Israel Defense Forces ground strike while riding their bicycles. Strikes in Gaza on Saturday killed two Al-Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades militants and injured four civilians. Air strikes today killed a Palestinian militant and injured three people.

In Iraq on Monday a suicide motorcycle bomber attacked the headquarters of the Iraqi Communist party, killing five (none communists) and injuring at least 15. South of Baghdad, a car bomb and mortars destroyed a police station, killing three police officers and injuring several people including eight US soldiers. In Mahmudiya, bombs near an Iraqi army base killed five civilians, and another roadside bomb in Latifiya killed one and injured five. A car bomb in Baghdad's Zayuna neighborhood injured three, then a second explosion hit responders, killing two civilians and injuring 23 others, including eight policemen. Fighting in the Amil neighborhood killed three and injured ten. In Kirkuk, three explosions killed three civilians and injured seven. A crude oil pipeline was also blown up.

On Tuesday, US-led forces operating in Baquba reportedly killed eight people. They reported at least four militants, but relatives and residents said all were civilians and condemned it as a terrorist massacre. A roadside bomb next to a police patrol killed two policemen and two prisoners. A US soldier was killed in action in al-Anbar province. Wednesday, a shootout in Baghdad's al-Mashahada mosque against Sunni worshippers killed ten and injured eleven. A car bomb killed five. 

In the 24 hours between Wednesday and Thursday the bodies of 40 men, bound, tortured, and shot, were found in Baghdad. On Thursday in Baghdad, a car bomb and a second explosion timed to inflict maximum casualties killed five and injured 15. A suicide attack using a minibus against an army post killed two soldiers and injured 11, including one civilian. A child was killed when a mortar shell landed on a house. Three different bombings injured seven policemen and three Interior Ministry special forces. On Friday, gunmen murdered the brother-in-law and nephew of the chief judge, Mohammad Oreigi al-Khalifa in the Saddam Hussein genocide trial. 

A British raid on a house in Basra killed Omar al-Farouq, a senior al Qaeda operative in Indonesia who was captured in 2002 and escaped from a US military prison in Afghanistan last year. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/5379604.stm

Sheikhs in Iraq's western Anbar province have launched their own offensive against foreign extremists.
http://dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&categ_id=2&article_id=75798

Cluster bomblets have become a major problem throughout southern Lebanon, where estimates have now reached more than a million unexploded bomblets. Previously it was thought that cluster bombs failed to detonate about ten percent of the time, but UN Mine Action finds the failure rate is three times that, closer to 40 percent. At least 14 people have been killed and dozens injured, preventing villagers from returning home or harvesting their fields.
http://www.mineaction.org
http://dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=75803

The UN inquiry into the assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri has issued another report, confirming that a suicide bomber was probably the detonator of the fatal truck bomb. It is pursuing additional leads on those responsible for the attack.
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=2&article_id=75713
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2006/sc8841.doc.htm

Asher Weisgan has been sentenced in Israeli court to four life sentences for killing four Palestinians in the West Bank during the 2005 Israeli withdrawal from Gaza.

Yemeni tribesmen released four French tourists kidnapped more than two weeks after their abduction. They were freed following negotiations, but it is not clear whether the demands for release of imprisoned relatives has been met.

Yemen security forces report killing al Qaeda fugitive and prison escapee Fawaz al-Rabihi, who had been sentenced to death last year for plotting the October 2002 Limburg oil tanker bombing.
--------------------------------------------------
GTM South Asia
--------------------------------------------------
Afghanistan's defense ministry reports that combat last weekend, primarily in Helmand province, killed 40 Taleban. These numbers cannot be independently verified. On Monday, Kandahar's provincial women's department head Safia Amajan was killed in a drive-by shooting. Although no one claimed responsibility, Taleban opposed to female education are suspected. On Tuesday, a bomb placed under a bridge struck a NATO convoy in Kabul, killing one soldier and an Afghan child. Five soldiers and five civilians were injured. In Helmand, a suicide bomber exploded outside the compound of the provincial governor. Twelve civilians, three Afghan army soldiers, and three policemen were killed, and at least 17 were injured. A suicide bomber killed himself outside the interior ministry in the capital, Kabul, injuring at least 42 people. 

Afghan and US-led coalition forces report that Operation Mountain Fury has killed some 300 insurgents and injured 100 more since mid-September. There are also reports that since the truce between Pakistan's army and pro-Taleban militants in the west, cross-border attacks in Afghanistan have tripled.

The UK Defense Ministry have denied media reports suggesting that the government has covered up armed forces difficulties in Afghanistan.
http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/DefenceNews/DefencePolicyAndBusiness/ModRespondsToAllegationsOfAGovernmentCoverUpOverTheDifficultSituationInAfghanistan.htm

Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) leaders and members Ataur Rahman Sunny, Rezaul Haq Reza, Habibur Rahman Habib, Abdullah Al Shohail, and Mohammad Sagir Hossain were sentenced in Bangladesh court to 11 years' rigorous imprisonment. Habib and Sagir were sentenced in absentia. Mustafizur Rahman Musa was acquitted.

Appeals have been launched in Bangladesh by convicted JMB leader Bangla Bhai and Abdur Rahman, who have both been sentenced to death.

India ended a truce with the United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) following last week's death of two people, including a policeman, and resumed operations against the separatist rebels. In response, ULFA has withdrawn from the year-old peace process.

Additional convictions have been secured in the 1993 Mumbai bombings case. Five policemen have been found guilty of aiding and abetting those who carried out the explosions. Judgements continue.

In West Bengal, Indian police report that a new separatist group has been formed. The United Gurkha Revolutionary Front calls for a separate state of Darjeeling.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/5379676.stm

India's anti-terrorism court has set 20 October for the hanging of Mohammed Afzal, who was convicted in the December 2001 attack on parliament that killed nine people. Violent protests broke out in response to the death warrant. Police broke up the demonstration with teargas, but protests continued for three days, followed by a general strike. Regional moderates and opposition parties believe that the execution would harm the ongoing peace process.

Meanwhile, separatist militants in Indian-administered Kashmir continued attack. Jaish-e-Mohammad claimed responsibility for a grenade explosion in Srinigar that injured nine policemen and two civilians. Unnamed militants were also blamed for the death of a policewoman and three female officers when a grenade hit their jeep. Shooting attacks killed a number of police and civilians. An Indian army operation killed Hizbul Mujahideen militant Roshan Din when he attempted to escape arrest. 

Indian says it will provide evidence to Pakistan that demonstrates that its intelligence agency, ISI, was behind the 11 July training bombings in Bombay (Mumbai) that killed 186 people. The explosions were carried out by Lashkar-e-Toiba, a Pakistan-based militant group.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/2058899.cms
http://www.ndtv.com/template/template.asp?template=mumbaiblasts&slug=%27India+to+share+7%2F11+evidence+with+Pak%27&id=20393&callid=0 
http://www.zeenews.com/articles.asp?aid=326348&sid=NAT http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/2055360.cms

Pakistan's Supreme Court has upheld death sentences against five soldiers and seven civilians convicted of planning President Musharraf's assassination, in two failed 2003 attempts that killed at least 17 other people.

Pakistan and the UK have denied the findings of an unpublished UK Defense Ministry research paper that blamed Pakistan's ISI intelligence service for indirectly supporting extremism and terrorism, acting as a recruiting sergeant for Muslim extremists around the world.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/5390742.stm
http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/DefenceNews/DefencePolicyAndBusiness/ModRespondsToAllegationsOnBbcNewsnightProgramme.htm

The Sri Lankan navy says it killed up to 70 Tamil Tigers and sank 11 boats in an attack on board off the eastern coast near Trincomalee harbor. The Tigers dismissed claims of casualties and said only two vessels were damaged. 



2. Political Risk Monitor
For detailed analysis, background information and source documents available only to subscribers of the Political Risk Monitor, visit our online store:
TAMNI Publications 

--------------------------------------------------
PRM Africa
--------------------------------------------------
Democratic Republic of Congo's transitional President Kabila has garnered support from a coalition of political parties representing 300 of the 500 seats in the parliament. They have gathered together ahead of the 29 October presidential run-off vote with Jean-Pierre Bemba to garner a majority that demonstrates clear legitimacy. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55765

Eritrean Health Minister Saleh Meky, speaking at the UN General Assembly, condemned the Security Council for encouraging Ethiopia to defy international law by its rejection of the binding border demarcation decision. 
http://www.un.org/webcast/ga/61/pdfs/eritrea-e.pdf

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan reported to the Security Council concern over the stalemated peace process. He called it an untenable situation that if left to fester could lead to disastrous consequences for both countries and the entire Horn of Africa. Recent arrests, detentions and expulsions of UN observer staff is particularly troubling. Annan reiterated concerns over Ethiopia's refusal to accept the Boundary Commission decisions and Eritrea's refusal to continue to cooperate with the Commission.
http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=s/2006/749

Gambian President Yahya Jammeh was re-elected with 67 percent of the vote. Opposition leader Ousainou Darboe has rejected the official results, cited widespread intimidation, and is considering a legal challenge. Election observers support charges that events ahead of the election could have interfered with the results.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55712

In Ivory Coast the toxic waste health emergency has fallen, and attention is focused on responsibility and accountability. Parliament opened an inquiry into the scandal in Abidjan that killed eight (although autopsies have not been performed) and affected the health of more than 80,000 people in September. A legal investigation and at least three other inquiries are also under way. Trafigura, the company responsible for the incident, says that an independent analysis showed the sludge met international standards. Estonia has launched a criminal inquiry into the ship, Probo Koala, which has been impounded at the port of Paldiski. Ten people have now been charged in connection with the incident. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55760
http://www.trafigura.com/press_statement.aspx
http://www.groupe-seche.com/seche/1/doc/Communiques/ACTU_ABIDJAN.pdf (in French)
http://www.europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/06/1272&format=HTML
http://www.spiegel.de/international/spiegel/0,1518,437842,00.html

The trial of British aristocrat Thomas Cholmondeley for the murder of a black Kenyan he suspected of poaching has opened. He was charged in a similar incident last year, but the charges were dropped. 
http://www.nationmedia.com/dailynation/nmgcontententry.asp?category_id=1&newsid=82176

Charges against three journalists with the Standard and KTN television have been dropped. They had been arrested in February and charged with publishing false information in relation to a story about President Kibaki.

Constance Omoruyi has been sentenced to two years in prison and a fine. The father of five was found guilty of trafficking two women to Europe. Nigeria's National Agency for the Prohibition of Traffic in Persons brought the case, which they hope will help stem a growing problem.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55775

Thousands of people who fled the Bakassi Peninsula after it was handed over from Nigeria to Cameroon remain displaced in Nigeria, where they report harassment by Cameroonian security forces.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55745

Anarchy has been a feature of much Somali life for more than a decade, but the current upheaval is swelling refugee camps in Kenya and forcing people to seek safety in the northern, semi-autonomous enclave of Puntland.
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L26109619.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/UNHCR/0a1cc0cb63c3773db238f86486625f08.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/db/crisisprofiles/SO_PEA.htm?v=at_a_glance
http://www.alertnet.org/thepeople/whowhatwhere.htm?fb_countrycodes=217199&fb_emergencycodes=EA_HUN&fb_membnetcombocodes

 HYPERLINK "http://www.alertnet.org/thepeople/whowhatwhere.htm?fb_countrycodes=217199&fb_emergencycodes=EA_HUN&fb_membnetcombocodes=" =

Nobel prize winner Archbishop Desmond Tutu delivered the Steve Bantu Biko Memorial Lecture at the University of Cape Town on 26 September. In his speech, he warned that South Africa seems to have lost its moral compass. For example"
"We must take seriously the cry of those who say in the past we were not white enough, today we are not black enough, even if they are wrong", and 
"During our struggle against apartheid we refused to obey unjust laws because rightly we wanted to make South Africa ungovernable. We have achieved our goal. We are free. South Africa is a democracy. We have an obligation to obey the laws made by our own legislators.  We should be dignified, law abiding citizens, proud of our beautiful land, proud of our freedom won at such great cost. We should not devalue it.  We should not abuse our children, our womenfolk."
http://www.sowetan.co.za/PDFs/STEVEBANTUBIKOMEMORIALLECTURE.doc
http://www.mg.co.za/articlePage.aspx?articleid=285137&area=/breaking_news/breaking_news__national/
http://iafrica.com/news/sa/216146.htm
http://www.businessday.co.za/articles/national.aspx?ID=BD4A278321
http://www.pretorianews.co.za/index.php?fArticleId=3456708

These comments reverberated throughout the country, reinforced by new crime figures showing a sharp increase in armed robberies. Johannesburg-based Business Against Crime warned that continued high levels of crime deter foreign investment and must be addressed prior to the 2010 World Cup. The Sunday Times continued this theme in a front-page feature story today. 
http://www.saps.gov.za/statistics/reports/crimestats/2006/crime_stats.htm
http://allafrica.com/stories/200609280232.html
http://www.bac.co.za/
http://www.sundaytimes.co.za/articles/article.aspx?ID=ST6A210392

Zambia held presidential, parliamentary and local elections on 28 September under new and more democratic voting rules. There are claims of voting irregularities, as counting continues. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55728
http://www.mg.co.za/articlePage.aspx?articleid=285440

Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe says that the union leaders assaulted and tortured by police, including 12 in hospital, deserved their treatment for not obeying the police.
http://www.zimbabwejournalists.com/story.php?art_id=1043&cat=1
http://www.herald.co.zw/inside.aspx?sectid=9565&cat=1
--------------------------------------------------
PRM Americas
--------------------------------------------------
Mass demonstrations in Argentina are calling for the safe return of key "Dirty War" witness Julio Lopez, who disappeared the day before sentencing of a former police chief. He is feared dead, and judges and prosecutors report they are also receiving threats.
http://today.reuters.com/news/articlenews.aspx?type=worldNews&storyID=2006-09-28T015717Z_01_N27339449_RTRUKOC_0_US-RIGHTS-ARGENTINA.xml
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/09/29/america/LA_GEN_Argentina_Dirty_War_Witness.php

In Guatemala, prisoners took control of the Pavlon prison in 1996, turning it into a virtual town run by a prisoners committee. This week thousands of state security forces stormed the prison and retook control, leaving seven inmates dead.
http://www.guatemala.gob.gt/noticia.php?codigo=158&tipo=1

 HYPERLINK "http://www.guatemala.gob.gt/noticia.php?codigo=158&tipo=1%20%28in%20Spanish%29"  (in Spanish)
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/15608377.htm
http://today.reuters.com/news/articlenews.aspx?type=worldNews&storyID=2006-09-26T001859Z_01_N25294884_RTRUKOC_0_US-GUATEMALA-PRISON.xml

Mexico's Ministry of Foreign Affairs says that the physical barriers at the US border proposed by the US Congress would harm bilateral relations. It favors strengthening the border through shared responsibility and a holistic approach to migration that will not be addressed by solely focusing on physical security barriers.
http://www.sre.gob.mx/press/b200.htm
http://www.sre.gob.mx/english/events/doconmigration.htm

US President hosted meetings with Pakistan President Musharraf, Afghan President Karzai, and Kazakhstan President Nazarbayev. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060922.html
http://www.state.gov/p/sca/rls/pr/2006/72970.htm
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060926-3.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-bush-text,1,7865839.story?page=2&coll=chi-news-hed
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/29/AR2006092901539.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060927-6.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/from_our_own_correspondent/5392876.stm
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060929-5.html
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-uskazak30sep30,0,2881670.story
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.html?in_article_id=404852&in_page_id=1770

The US has reached agreement with Iceland to end its military presence in the country, making Iceland one of the few countries with no military whatsoever.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/30/AR2006093000717.html

The US Senate has ratified unanimously an extradition treaty with the UK. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=aEgU_TIgfK1U
http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/USExtradition_210503.pdf

Congress completed legislative business ahead of the break for mid-term elections. Among the measures undertaken was a bill to construct a fence between Mexico and the US. 

The Arizona Star published an excellent investigative series, "Sealing Our Border: Why It Won't Work". They explain that the boundary crosses miles of rugged canyons, and more than a dozen mountain ranges. It includes rivers and canals, an estuary, 24 miles of the Colorado River paralleled by the Salinity Canal, 53 miles of the All-American Canal, 1,254 miles of the Rio Grande, rolling sand dunes, vast desert spans and canyons as deep as 1,500 feet. They also warn of the negative impact on the environment.
http://www.azstarnet.com/secureborder/

Other legislative initiatives included authorization of $70 billion for ward n Afghanistan and Iraq, and approval of $500 million for Israeli defense projects. Energy bills and a number of homeland security initiatives did not progress to the floor. Legislation approving Bush's warrantless wiretaps didn't make it through, but the detainee bill did - described in detail in GTM, above.

The House Government Reform Committee held a hearing on "Acquisition Under Duress: Reconstruction Contracting in Iraq". 
http://reform.house.gov/GovReform/Hearings/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=50958

The Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse (TRAC) reports that US Justice Department enforcement data documents 3,345 criminal immigration prosecutions in June, the highest since September when 4,425 immigration cases were filed. The June figures represent an increase of 5.2 percent over the previous month, though only a slight change (up 0.8 percent) from a year ago. White collar prosecutions in June fell 5.3 percent over the previous month, to 577. Overall, prosecutions have fallen 29.6 percent since 2001.
http://trac.syr.edu/tracreports/bulletins/immigration/monthlyjun06
http://trac.syr.edu/tracreports/bulletins/white_collar_crime/monthlyjun06/

US Representative Mark Foley has resigned following the disclosure of inappropriate contact with an underage male former page. He had been expected to win re-election next month, and Republican colleagues are attempting to address the fallout. The House declined a Democratic request for an investigation and instead referred the matter to the Republican-led ethics committee.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/29/AR2006092901574.html

The Government Accountability Office (GAO) released a flurry of reports before Congress closed:
"Estimating the Undocumented Population: A "Grouped Answers" Approach to Surveying Foreign-Born Respondents"
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-775
"Military Personnel: Actions Needed to Strengthen Management of Imminent Danger Pay and Combat Zone Tax Relief Benefits"
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-1011
"Purchase Cards: Control Weaknesses Leave DHS Highly Vulnerable to Fraudulent, Improper, and Abusive Activity"
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-1117
"Grants Management: Enhancing Performance Accountability Provisions Could Lead to Better Results"
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-1046

Venezuelan Foreign Minister Nicolas Maduro was detained by airport staff when he attempted to use cash to purchase a 1-way flight to Miami shortly before the flight was due to leave. He claims that he was abused by the staff in revenge for criticism of US policy at the UN General Assembly meeting, and has refused to accept a US Department of State apology. Venezuela lodged a formal complaint with the UN, which has launched an investigation.
http://www.mre.gov.ve/metadot/index.pl
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/09/24/america/NA_GEN_US_Venezuela.php
http://english.eluniversal.com/2006/09/25/en_pol_art_25A782193.shtml
http://today.reuters.com/news/articlenews.aspx?type=politicsNews&storyID=2006-09-25T152702Z_01_N23213694_RTRUKOC_0_US-VENEZUELA-USA-DETENTION.xml
--------------------------------------------------
PRM Asia Pacific
--------------------------------------------------
An Australian coroner has found that a police officer assaulted Cameron Doomadgee, an Aboriginal arrested for being drunk in public on Palm Island in 2004. His death in custody sparked rioting that burned the police station and court to the ground. Alcohol abuse, assaults, domestic violence and serious attacks against women are rife on the island, which has instituted no changes even after a 1980s Royal Commission report into deaths in custody of young Aboriginal men. In this case, the coroner found that police officers made no attempt at resuscitation, failed to investigate the death properly, and should never have arrested the victim in the first place. State prosecutors are evaluating possible charges against the officer, but police procedure and training will also be under scrutiny.
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/courts/coroner/findings/mulrunji270906.pdf
http://www.nit.com.au/story.aspx?id=7872

Burma has arrested pro-democracy activists Min Ko Naing, Ko Ko Gyi and Htay Kywe shortly before celebrations to mark the 18th anniversary of the founding of Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD) party. Back in New York, the UN held its first ever debate on the situation in Burma, which has been ruled by a military junta for more than 40 years.
http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=7940
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/HRW/8b8016847009cc50352df260ebd04eee.htm

Indonesians in East Java have grown increasingly irate at the response to the unending flow of toxic hot mud that has displaced thousands of people. Local police issued a shoot on site order against anyone intervening in disaster operations or public and state facilities. In an effort to divert the flow, Indonesia has decided to divert tons of the mud into the Java Sea. Responsibility and accountability for the disaster remain uncertain.
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/JAK270942.htm
http://www.theage.com.au/news/world/toxic-mud-spill-declared-disaster/2006/09/28/1159337281687.html
http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/full/313/5795/1865?ijkey=2t1Y4uXR91qIE&keytype=ref&siteid=sci

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi announced has stepped down after five years in office. Parliament has elected Abe as his replacement. In his first speech he called for a revision of the pacifist constitution and said he wants to regain trust and influence in the region.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/5346460.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/5362392.stm

Kazakhstan's President Nursultan Nazarbayev met with US President Bush, who praised the "free nation's" cooperation in the war on terror. 
http://www.inform.kz/showarticle.php?lang=eng&id=144911
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0609300103sep30,1,6574243.story
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2005/61656.htm

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in North Korea, Vitit Muntarbhorn,, painted a grim picture of the country's humanitarian situation, highlighting egregious transgressions involving the rights to food and life, humane treatment and a host of other freedoms.
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/501F6C11449D3A51C12571F60041A509?OpenDocument

The Solomon Islands new attorney general Julian Moti has been arrested in Papua New Guinea and faces extradition, just a week after his appointment, for an alleged offense against a child. He is being sought as a fugitive after failing to appear in court.
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/10/01/asia/AS_GEN_Papua_New_Guinea_Solomon_Islands.php

Following the military coup in Thailand, the US has cut off military assistance. Humanitarian aid remains in place. 
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/2006/73326.htm

Thailand has sworn in General Surayud Chulanont as interim Prime Minister. 
http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=189409
http://nationmultimedia.com/2006/10/02/politics/politics_30015145.php
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1540996,00.html

Vietnam has announced an additional prisoner amnesty for the end of October. Usually amnesties are granted to selected prisoners in January and September. The third amnesty is officially to clear up outstanding cases but happens to coincide with a US presidential visit and congressional votes on trade relations.
http://www.thanhniennews.com/society/?catid=3&newsid=20410
--------------------------------------------------
PRM Europe
--------------------------------------------------
The European Commission has approved Bulgaria and Romania accession to the EU on 1 January 2007. They join under stricter conditions than previously imposed. Further EU enlargement likely will slow down pending institutional and constitutional reforms.
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/president/focus/bulgaria_romania_en.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/europe/2002/eu_enlargement/default.stm

Austria's opposition Social Democrats have won a surprise electoral victory with 35.7 percent of the vote. The People's Party of current Chancellor Wolfgang Schuessel garnered 34.2 percent. These results do not include absentee ballots, but Social Democrat Alfred Gusenbauer is likely to be the next Chancellor.

Bosnia-Herzegovina is holding general elections today.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/5385084.stm

Bosnian Serb leader Momcilo Krajisnik was sentenced by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia to 27 years in prison for persecutions, extermination, murder, deportation and forced transfer of non-Serb civilians during the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina. He was acquitted of genocide.
http://www.un.org/icty/pressreal/2006/p1115-e.htm

Rioting in Brussels erupted on Monday night following the death in police custody of a young North African man. After two days of violence police calmed the situation, arresting at least 30 people.

It has been one year since a Danish newspaper published 12 cartoons depicting the Prophet Muhammad. People are still trying to understand how the cartoons could create a serious international crisis, whose consequences continue to reverberate today.
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/09/30/europe/EU_GEN_Denmark_Prophet_Drawings.php
http://borsen.dk/650.95779
http://www.guardian.co.uk/cartoonprotests/story/0,,1884506,00.html
http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/CrisesArticle.aspx?storyId=L29817043&WTmodLoc=World-R5-Alertnet-4
http://www.zaman.com/?bl=international&alt=&trh=20060930&hn=36928

French President Chirac was inspired by the film Indigenes, which tells the story of North African soldiers helping liberate France from the Nazis in 1944. Now, pensions of colonial soldiers will be brought in line with those of French soldiers.
http://www.lexpress.mu/display_article.php?news_id=73215
http://www.time.com/time/europe/eu/article/0,13716,1540655,00.html
http://www.festival-cannes.fr/films/fiche_film.php?langue=6002&id_film=4352781

French police have raided a housing estate near Paris where two policemen were assaulted and seriously injured last week. Eleven arrests were made. This took place nearly a year after countrywide rioting and a 3-month state of emergency. 
http://www.expatica.com/actual/article.asp?subchannel_id=25&story_id=33211
http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/09/25/news/france.php

Georgia and Russia are in the middle of a major diplomatic crisis. The dispute began when Georgia arrested four army officers and 11 Georgians for spying and planning a "major provocation". The Russian foreign ministry summoned the Georgian ambassador to demand the immediate release of the officers, while Georgian forces surrounded Russian army headquarters in Tbilisi, demanding that another suspect be handed over. Next, the Russian officers were charged and a 2-month detention approved pending investigation. The Russian ambassador was recalled, as well as most of the diplomats and their relatives. Russia will suspend withdrawal of its forces, and has deployed forces at the border. President Putin has deemed Georgia's arrest of the four officers as state terror.
http://www.forbes.com/business/feeds/ap/2006/10/01/ap3057881.html
http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/articlenews.aspx?type=topNews&storyID=2006-09-30T104008Z_01_L30887631_RTRUKOC_0_UK-GEORGIA-RUSSIA.xml
http://en.rian.ru/russia/20061001/54416697.html
http://msnbc.msn.com/id/15082143/site/newsweek/
http://www.interfax.ru/e/B/politics/28.html?menu=1&id_issue=11596759
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/5397102.stm

In Germany, the Berlin Opera has cancelled a production of Mozart's Idomeneo, The production features the severed heads of the Poseidon, Buddha, the Prophet Muhammad and Jesus, which they believe presented an incalculable security threat, particularly given the violence that erupted after the cartoons and, more recently, Pope Benedict's speech. German politicians condemned the decision, but the government held a major summit of Muslim community leaders to address better communication and integration of Germany's Muslim population: three million strong.
http://www.deutscheoperberlin.de/ (in German)
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,2144,2186167,00.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/0,1518,439393,00.html
http://www2.dw-world.de/southasia/germany/1.198411.1.html

Following recent electoral successes, Germany's radical right National Democratic Party plans to repeat these victories in national elections, and are using Neo-Nazi television to support these plans.
http://www.spiegel.de/international/spiegel/0,1518,439493,00.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/0,1518,439543,00.html

Hungarian Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany apologized for foul language in a speech that triggered mass protests and calls for resignation, but he did not withdraw the central accusation of knowingly misleading the public about the economy, instead promising to undertake more measures to reduce the deficit. Today, Hungary is holding municipal elections.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/5396334.stm

Pope Benedict XVI held a meeting with Muslim ambassadors and representatives to repair relations harmed during a speech he gave in Germany.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/5379450.stm

Russia is the scene of another apparently racially motivated murder, in which an Indian medical student was stabbed to death outside his St Petersburg hostel. The case has generated protests and calls for better security. Russia has been plagued with increasing racial violence.
http://en.rian.ru/world/20060925/54250575.html

Sergeant Alexander Sivyakov has been sentenced in Russian court to four years in prison for abusing 18-year-old conscript Andrei Sychev so badly on New Year's Eve 2005 that he remains in hospital without legs or genitals. The sentence has been condemned as wholly inadequate, but has fueled calls for military reform. Two co-defendants received brief suspended sentences.
http://en.rian.ru/russia/20060926/54275642.html

In Serbia, the G17 Plus party has quite the governing coalition to protest the failure to capture war crimes suspect Ratko Mladic. Since general elections are forthcoming, this is not expected to lead to a government collapse.

Switzerland's national referendum on tougher asylum laws was passed by over two-thirds of the voters. The new laws - the strictest in Europe - are incompatible with EU legislation, and were criticized by the UN refugee agency. 
http://www.swissinfo.org/eng/front/detail/Swiss_voters_take_hard_line_on_asylum_and_immigration.html?siteSect=105&sid=7095607&cKey=1159168496000

Ukraine marked on 26 September the 65th anniversary of the Babi Yar massacre in which Nazis shot more than 30,000 Jews, Soviet prisoners of war, Ukrainian nationalists, Roma and others, ten days after the occupation of Kiev began.
http://www.kyivpost.com/top/25118/

Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary has called for the UK armed forces to ensure that organized criminal gangs stop recruiting servicemen and women, particularly in overseas locations where guns and drugs are readily available. Ten soldiers in Iraq have been investigated over illegal guns. The "Inspection of Royal Military Police - Special Investigations Branch" warns that "any large-scale criminal activity...could do serious harm to UK and other communities and damage the reputation of the military". 
http://inspectorates.homeoffice.gov.uk/hmic/inspect_reports1/other-reports/rmp-sib06/rmp-sib.pdf

British Home Secretary John Reid has also met with Muslim groups, calling for extremists to be faced down and for parents to ensure their children are not radicalized.
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/home-sec-speech
--------------------------------------------------
PRM Middle East
--------------------------------------------------
Efforts to form a Palestinian unity government appear unlikely. Fatah insists that Hamas explicitly acknowledge the state of Israel, as demanded by the Quartet, and will not accept the implicit recognition contained in various Hamas proposals and statements. They also disagree over blanket acceptance of previous agreements between the Palestinian Authority and Israel. Gun battles between Hamas and Fatah militants today killed six Palestinians and injured 75. 

The humanitarian situation in Gaza has reached intolerable levels, characterized by UN official John Dugard as a prison from which Israel threw away the key. Israeli military operations, blockades and demolitions have destroyed the infrastructure and the economy and created a situation in which three-quarters of the population depend on food aid. 
http://www.un.org/unrwa/

Thousands of government employees, security officials, and others filled the streets of Gaza in violent protests against delayed salaries, forced by an international economic boycott. Qatar and Saudi Arabia have donated funds that allowed partial payments of salaries. Clashes today killed eight Palestinians, including four civilians, and injured 60. Property damage was widespread.

Iraq's growing insecurity continues to interfere with political progress. Anticipating disturbances during the month of Ramada, extra security measures have been imposed, including a total curfew in Baghdad all weekend. Efforts to purge police of militants and to end sectarian death squads are also underway, and parliament has had angry discussions regarding a federalism proposal.

Hundreds of homeless people in Baghdad protested their eviction from public buildings where they have taken refuge in light of a serious housing shortage.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55719

A video featuring al Qaeda in Iraq leader Abu Hamza al-Muhajer proclaimed victory and called for more kidnappings of Westerners, ultimately to gain freedom for imprisoned "Blind Sheikh" Omar Abdel Rahman, who was convicted in connection with the 1993 World Trade Center bombing.
http://www.spiegel.de/international/0,1518,439884,00.html

Nasser al-Shaer, Palestinian deputy prime minister, has been freed in Israeli military court six weeks after his detention. 21 other officials remain in detention pending legal procedures.

A bomb planted under the drivers seat in a car in Rishon Letzion, south of Tel Aviv, killed the driver. Police believe it was a criminal, not a terrorist act. The explosion also injured five passersby. 

A board of inquiry into an Israeli attack in Lebanon that killed four UN military observers in July had no access to the commanders involved and was therefore unable to determine why the attacks were not halted despite repeated appeals from UN personnel, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. Annan suggested a joint Israeli-UN investigation, and the Security Council called on Israel to ensure a comprehensive investigation.
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2006/sgsm10666.doc.htm

The leader of the Lebanon's UN peacekeeping force UNIFIL said Israel made significant progress in withdrawing from southern Lebanon, but did not meet the goal of complete withdrawal this weekend. Israel has been reluctant to withdraw from areas it believes presents a continuing security risk, although this is now the responsibility only of UNIFIL and Lebanon. 

Saudi Arabia categorically denied reports of secret talks with Israel.
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&categ_id=2&article_id=75716

Syria has released Kurdish rights activists Mohammed Chanem and Lashfan Hassan Abdo.
http://www.forbes.com/home/feeds/ap/2006/10/01/ap3057873.html
--------------------------------------------------
PRM South Asia
--------------------------------------------------
Major military operations in southern Afghanistan have displaced nearly 15,000 families and led to serious issues in meeting minimal food needs.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=20078&Cr=Afghan&Cr1

 HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=20078&Cr=Afghan&Cr1=" =

Relations between Afghanistan and Pakistan are at a very low ebb, with each side accusing the other of housing Osama bin Laden and Taleban, supporting militants, and being out of touch with the people. Both leaders had dinner with George Bush at the White House, but would not shake hands with each other. 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/politics/july-dec06/allies_09-28.html
http://www.irna.ir/en/news/view/menu-234/0610017349124219.htm

The ruling Bangladesh National Party has offered to hold talks with the opposition Awami League following weeks of street protests demanding electoral reform ahead of elections scheduled for January. 
http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/09/30/d6093001096.htm

The most recent demonstrations have focused on frequent power cuts in the capital Shaka and elsewhere. Thousands of protestors have engaged in pitched battles with police, and there have been dozens of attacks on power offices. At least 200 people have been injured, and police have filed charges against more than 22,000 unidentified persons for taking part in the protests. The state minister for power has accepted responsibility for failures in the electricity sector, and has announced his resignation. 
http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/09/30/d6093001107.htm

India has more than doubled troops along the border with Bhutan to prevent Maoist rebels using it for cross-border attacks. The decision follows the end of a ceasefire between the government and Assamese separatists. 

The Supreme Court has ruled that illegal businesses - previously ordered to shut immediately - can stay open until the end of October. Protests against the order had killed four people and injured many others. The governing Congress party is trying to find a solution for the situation, which affects the livelihoods of at least half a million people.

Nepal's Deputy Prime Minister K. P. Sharma Oli address to the UN General Assembly called the UN-assisted peace process in Nepal as a model for other countries. He said the restoration of parliamentary democracy earlier this year was a momentous change that had led to a ceasefire between Maoist and Government forces. He said that for the first time in its history, the people of Nepal have become the real sources of sovereignty and State authority.
http://www.un.org/webcast/ga/61/pdfs/nepal-e.pdf
http://www.kantipuronline.com/kolnews.php?&nid=87648

Nepalese Prime Minister Girja Prasad Koirala and Maoist leader Prachanda have agreed to summit talks no 8 October. Meanwhile, reports indicate that Maoists continue to engage in abduction, beatings, torture, killings, and extortion. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55743

In Pakistan's Balochistan province 85 tribal leaders from Balochistan, Sindh and Punjab and other areas met in the first grand tribal jirga in more than a century. They would like to appeal to the International Court of Justice, although it has no jurisdiction over the issue, to investigate possible violation of a 1948 treaty they believe granted autonomy to the province. With other political avenues unclear and national institutions distrusted, regional anger is likely to led to continued conflict. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55717

Amnesty International has criticized Pakistan for detaining hundreds of terrorist suspects without legal processes, including some who have been tortured or ill-treated.
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGASA330362006

The Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM) reports that both the government and Tamil Tiger rebels have openly violated a 2002 ceasefire, leading to at least 200 civilian deaths in two months of intense fighting.
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/09/28/asia/AS_GEN_Sri_Lanka.php
http://www.hrw.org/english/docs/2006/09/19/slanka14215.htm
http://www.slmm.lk/ 



3. AML/CFT Monitor
The AML/CFT Monitor is a monthly 16-page print publication. News highlights from the past week are provided in this free email update, but detailed analysis, background information and source documents are only available to subscribers. Purchase a subscription at our online store:
TAMNI Publications 

--------------------------------------------------
AML/CFT Incidents/Cases
--------------------------------------------------
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police Integrated Market Enforcement Team arrested and charged Aneillo Peluso, Michael Ciavarella, and Michael Milton with charges that include fraud, robbery, possession, laundering, and extortion in connection with a pump and dump stock scam.
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/on/press/2006/06-09-26_imets_e.htm

Colombian drug kingpins Gilberto and Miguel Rodriguez Orejuela pleaded guilty in US federal court to conspiring to import 441,000 pounds of cocaine into the US. In a plea agreement they have each been sentenced to 30 years in prison and forfeiture.
http://www.treas.gov/press/releases/hp112.htm
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/pressrel/pr092606a.html

Iran has lodged a complaint with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) regarding sanctions imposed by the US Treasury on Iran's central bank, Bank Saderat.
http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/09/26/d60926050562.htm

Police in both the Irish Republic and Northern Ireland launched a cross-border money laundering investigation associated with proceeds of alleged insurance and mortgage frauds. One man was arrested in a series of raids.
http://www.irishexaminer.com/breaking/story.asp?j=84061398&p=84x6y7xx&n=84061778&x

 HYPERLINK "http://www.irishexaminer.com/breaking/story.asp?j=84061398&p=84x6y7xx&n=84061778&x=" =

Jamaican authorities arrested Brian Beckford at the airport after customs officials found GBP 44,000 strapped to his body. He and his colleague Roderick Francis were released during the investigation and are now being sought on a customs violations and money laundering charges.
http://www.radiojamaica.com/news/story.php?category=2&story=28557

Malaysian authorities have laid 202 money laundering charges against Businessman Teo Chin Hua.  and two other men. In another case businessman Lee Swee Chwee, and unemployed Ng Lian Chi face 62 money laundering charges.
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2006/9/28/courts/15566854&sec=courts

Namibia will extradite former Comverse Technologies head Jacob ("Kobi") Alexander to the US on an arrest warrant under an indictment that contains 32 charges. The charges relate to stock frauds, and include channeling a secret slush fund and other monies through multiple banks, including large accounts in Israel and New York. 
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/768737.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=aC5ptXt1xXhg
http://allafrica.com/stories/200609290070.html

Dutch and British authorities collaborated in a carousel tax fraud, finding that the criminals all used an account with the First Curacao International Bank (FCIB), which has been shut down by Dutch police.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/frontpage/story/0,,1877248,00.html
http://home.businesswire.com/portal/site/google/index.jsp?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId=20060913006031&newsLang=en
http://www.theroyalgazette.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060922/NEWS/109220125

Mehreen Haji has been charged in UK court on two charges of entering into funding arrangements for the purposes of terrorism, in connection with supporting her husband Habib Ahmed when he attended terrorism training in Pakistan.
http://www.pakistantimes.net/2006/09/26/top6.htm
http://www.gmp.police.uk/mainsite/pages/67FD708A4C854772802571F4003E5DC2.htm

Bank of America has entered into an agreement with Manhattan's District Attorney under which it will pay $7.5 million to settle charges that it failed to prevent money laundering in connection with wire transfers undertaken by Brazilian companies.
http://www.manhattanda.org/whatsnew/press/2006-09-27.html

Dinesh Dalmia, Ashish Paul,, and William Dowling face charges including conspiracy, wire fraud and money laundering in a 16-count indictment unsealed in the US state of New Jersey. 
http://www.nj.com/news/ledger/jersey/index.ssf?/base/news-4/1159590211111350.xml&coll=1
--------------------------------------------------
AML/CFT Legislation and Regulation
--------------------------------------------------
The Bangladesh Bank has sent letters to all banks requesting reports on the volume and nature of business undertaken by eleven importers suspected of money laundering. The companies under investigation are Arif Gaffar, Harun Gaffar, Sabbir Gaffar, Eusuf Gaffar, Gaffar Food Products, Royal Engineering, Mecca Poultry, Joynab Works, Bashundhara Overseas, Eusuf Poultry and Fish Feed, and Kustia Flour Mills.
http://www.thedailystar.net/2006/09/28/d60928050455.htm

The European Parliament has called on the European Central Bank (ECB) to state officially what it knew of the controversial US surveillance of international banking transactions. The investigation also wants to know whether central banks in Europe have broken data protection laws. A hearing has been set for 4 October. The Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT), which handles the transactions, said they had been forced to deliver records to the US Treasury under a secret subpoena following 9/11, and had informed its overseers.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/hearings/20061004/libe/programme_en.pdf
http://www.swift.com/index.cfm?item_id=60531
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/29/world/europe/29swift.html

India has set up a high level panel to monitor cases of organized crime and money laundering.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/2033255.cms

The Communist Party of India has collected contributions for the Palestine Fund to offset the economic blockade, but can't figure out how to transfer the monies.
http://www.indianexpress.com/story/13186.html

After further review, South Africa's National Gambling Board has admitted that Reserve bank allegations that robbers were using casinos to launder stolen money may have basis in fact, following a finding that one casino has insisted that ink-stained notes in its possession are legal tender.
http://www.int.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click_id=13&art_id=vn20060929004027737C587557

The UK Economic Secretary to the Treasury, Ed Balls, launched a public consultation on proposals to address AML/CFT controls for money services businesses. It proposes:
* Keep criminals out of the money services business sector by replacing the current registration system with a licensing system;
* Strengthen HM Revenue and Customs’ enforcement activity on the highest risk operators with tougher action against, including prosecution for persistent non-compliance;
* Require financial records to be maintained in a consistent form, and in English, to establish stronger audit trails for investigators;
* Build a more effective compliance culture in the money services business sector through enhanced guidance for, and engagement with, the money services business sector; and
* Robustly tackle serious or persistent non-compliance among money services businesses, including through prosecution.
http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/newsroom_and_speeches/press/2006/press_69_06.cfm
http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/media/C60/87/msb_review_v3.pdf

The US has used multiple agencies and a private nonprofit entity to implement domestic and international provisions of the Clean Diamond Trade Act (CDTA). CDTA provides the statutory framework for US implementation of the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) to curtail the trade of rough diamonds that had fueled conflicts in Africa. The Government Accountability Office (GAO) completed their study, "Conflict Diamonds: Agency Actions Needed to Enhance Implementation of the Clean Diamond Trade Act". In this report, they cite continued vulnerability to illicit trade and recommend the multiple agencies involved improve accuracy of trade data, import/export procedures including periodic physical inspections and receipt confirmation, oversight of certification authorities, and providing assistance.
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-978

The US Department of Treasury updated Anti-Terrorist Financing Guidelines: Voluntary Best Practices for US-based Charities (Guidelines). They incorporate public comments to protect against potential abuse while keeping communication channels open and maintain charitable gifts.
http://www.treas.gov/press/releases/hp122.htm

The US Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) designated nine members of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) as narcotics kingpins:
"Six of the nine individuals named today were indicted as part of a narcotics conspiracy along with other high ranking members of the FARC in March 2006 in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia: Jose Juvenal Velandia ("Ivan Rios"), Jose Lisandro Lascarro ("Pastor Alape"), Alvaro Alfonso Serpa Diaz ("Felipe Rincon"), Gener Garcia Molina ("John 40"), Gerardo Antonio Aguilar Ramirez ("Cesar") and Gentil Alvis Patino ("Chiguiro"). Also designated today is Ferney Tovar Parra, a FARC member and right hand man to previously designated FARC commander "Fabian Ramirez." Tovar Parra has been indicted on federal drug trafficking charges in the Southern District of Florida. U.S. authorities are seeking the extradition of Gentil Alvis Patino and Ferney Tovar Parra, who are currently in Colombian custody. Also designated today are Rodrigo Granda Escobar and Jesus Emilio Carvajalino. Rodrigo Granda Escobar, an international representative for the FARC, is also in Colombian custody. Jesus Emilio Carvajalino, a member of the FARC Secretariat, is one of Colombia's most wanted terrorists."
http://www.treas.gov/press/releases/hp119.htm

OFAC identified five companies and six individuals they believe have acted as fronts for designated drug kingpin Manuel Aguirre Galindo, a leader of Arellano Felix Organization. 
http://www.treas.gov/press/releases/hp120.htm
--------------------------------------------------
AML/CFT Modalities
--------------------------------------------------
A fake online employment site in New Zealand used a phishing scam to trick people into inadvertently permitting their bank accounts to launder money.
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3808748a11,00.html

Following increased airport security in the US, smuggling cash from drug profits between Mexico has increased.
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/nation/20060925-9999-1n25smuggle.html 



4. Emerging Threat Monitor 
For detailed analysis, background information and source documents consider subscribing. Subscriptions to Emerging Threat Monitor can be purchased at our online store:
TAMNI Publications 

--------------------------------------------------
ETM Corruption and Transnational Crime
--------------------------------------------------
Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Liangyu has been dismissed for corruption in connection with misuse of the city's pension fund. The most senior Communist Party official in the city, he has also been suspended from the Politburo. Other cases may follow as the investigation progresses.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2006-09/25/content_5134994.htm
http://english.people.com.cn//200609/28/eng20060928_306950.html

Nigeria's Senate unanimously voted to investigate allegations of fraud made by President Obasanjo and the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) against Vice President Atiku Abubaker, in connection with his administration of the Petroleum Technology Development Fund. Abubakar has been suspended from the ruling People's Democratic Party (PDP). Although he will remain vice president, the suspension renders him ineligible for nomination as a PDP presidential candidate.
http://www.vanguardngr.com/articles/2002/headline/f126092006.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/200609270685.html

EFCC previously detained all 24 Plateau State legislators on corruption charges. A federal judge has called for EFCC to appear in court on 3 October to explain why the legislators are being indefinitely detained.
http://www.vanguardngr.com/articles/2002/north/nt127092006.html

The new anti-corruption organization established by Thailand's coup leaders has opened an investigation into more than 10,000 allegations of corruption against ousted Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/5376732.stm

Roselane Driz, has been convicted in British court of blackmailing a female immigration judge and stealing intimate tapes from her male colleague. The UK Department of Constitutional Affairs is evaluating disciplinary proceedings against the two judges, who both had hired her illegally as a cleaner.
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2-2378047,00.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/09/27/ujudge.xml

The US Senate Committee on the Judiciary held a hearing on "Illegal Insider Trading: How Widespread is the Problem and is there Adequate Criminal Enforcement". Senators suggested a need for more vigorous law enforcement, while regulatory officials described increasing numbers of cases. Insider trading by hedge funds posed particular concerns.
http://judiciary.senate.gov/hearing.cfm?id=2405
http://www.forbes.com/business/energy/feeds/ap/2006/09/26/ap3047336.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/27/business/27sec.html

The House Government Reform Committee released an investigative report on the nature and extent of the relationship between the White House and disgraced lobbyist Jack Abramoff and his associates. The investigation found more extensive contacts than previously admitted, but there were a number of cases of fraudulent recording of client billing records.  
http://reform.house.gov/GovReform/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=51048
http://reform.house.gov/GovReform/Files/?CatagoryID=152

The House Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, held two days of hearings on "Internet Data Brokers and Pretexting: Who Has Access to Your Private Records?" The hearings were launched in connection with the Hewlett-Packard board spying scandal. Several HP executives and the investigators they hired were subpoenaed before the panel, but most called on fifth amendment protection against self-incrimination and answered few if any questions. The corporate counsel, who resigned shortly before her appearance, was among those taking the fifth.
http://energycommerce.house.gov/108/Hearings/09292006hearing2047/hearing.htm
http://www.hp.com/
http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/newsroom/press/2006/060928a.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601109&sid=arnPXt4olDI8
http://thechronicleherald.ca/Business/531254.html
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2006/09/29/SCENE.TMP
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,200-2380350,00.html

Gambino organized crime family leader John A. Gotti's attorneys said they would file a motion to have racketeering charges dismissed following a third mistrial.
http://www.newsday.com/news/local/longisland/ny-nygott0929,0,3802458.story
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/g/john_a_gotti/index.html

Former Enron finance officer Jeffrey Skilling has been sentenced to six years in prison. He previously had forfeited more than $24 million in connection with the fraudulent schemes to hide company debts. He has agreed to assist attorneys in a class-action shareholder lawsuit directed against the banks that helped Enron disguise its financial problems.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/25/AR2006092501364.html
http://www.terrorismcentral.com/Newsletters/2006/052806.html#4
--------------------------------------------------
ETM Economies and Financial Systems
--------------------------------------------------
The World Economic Forum (WEF) released the Global Competitiveness Report 2006-2007. Switzerland replaced the US as the most competitive. The US fell from first to sixth. The other top ten were, in order, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Singapore, Japan, Germany, Netherlands and the UK. At the bottom were Ethiopia, Mozambique, East Timor, Chad, Burundi and Angola, at number 125.
http://www.weforum.org/en/initiatives/gcp/Global%20Competitiveness%20Report/index.htm

The World Trade Organization (WTO) opened its Public Forum on 25 September. Director-General Pascal Lamy's opening remarks noted the "frustration and regret" of members, academia and civil society over the risk of "losing a major - maybe unique - opportunity to integrate more vulnerable economies into international trade, and undermining their potential for contributing to sustainable growth and poverty alleviation".
http://www.wto.org/english/forums_e/public_forum_e/forum06_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/sppl_e/sppl38_e.htm

World Tourism Day was marked on 27 September by highlighted the major role the industry plays in combating poverty in developing countries.
http://www.unwto.org/wtd/eng/doc/wtd_06_mesg_en.pdf

The US House Committee on Financial Services Subcommittee on Capital Markets, Insurance and Government Sponsored Enterprises and the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations held a joint hearing on "Protecting Americans from Catastrophic Terrorism Risk". Testimony from businesses, insurers, and others called for a permanent solution to safeguard the economy against future terrorist attacks. In particular, a continued federal role is needed to ensure terrorism risk insurance will be available after the Terrorism Risk Extension Act expires.
http://financialservices.house.gov/hearings.asp?formmode=detail&hearing=511
--------------------------------------------------
ETM Environment and Climate Change
--------------------------------------------------
Researchers at NASA's Goddard Institute for Space Studies and colleagues from other organizations have concluded that the world's temperature is the warmest it has been for 12,000 years, as the result of rapid warming over the last 30 years.
http://www.giss.nasa.gov/research/news/20060925/

The UN Commission for Sustainable Development inaugurated the Secretariat of the Global Bio-energy Partnership (GBEP) to promote bio-energy sources.
http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2006/1000405/index.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2006/1000405/index.html" "

The Asian Carbon Trade Exchange (ACT) has opened its trading participation platform.
http://www.asiancarbontrade.com/i

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) completed an Environmental Performance Review of Korea. It praised achievements in reduced emissions, improved water quality and waste recycling, and strengthened environmental laws and investments. They called for stronger international cooperation especially on ozone layer protection, greenhouse gases, and marine issues. It recommends more efficient energy use, economic instruments to support the environment, integration water management improvements; integrating environmental concerns in energy and transport policies, and increasing protection of natural resources both for their economic value and to mitigate disasters. 
http://www.oecd.org/document/44/0,2340,en_2649_201185_37435692_1_1_1_1,00.html

UK Environment Secretary David Miliband has launched a blog to help scare people about global warming and prepare them to take action.
http://www.davidmiliband.defra.gov.uk/blogs/ministerial_blog/about_blog.aspx

The House Committee on Government Reform, Subcommittee on Energy and Resources, held a hearing on  "Rebalancing the Carbon Cycle". Chairman Issa insisted that nuclear power would be part of the solution to climate change. Testimony focused on the state of current research, new technologies, and renewables, and other issues.
http://reform.house.gov/ER/Hearings/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=50989

California Governor Schwarzenegger has signed greenhouse gas legislation into law, requiring a 25 percent reduction no later than 2020.
http://gov.ca.gov/index.php?/press-release/4111/

Airborne contaminants in homes can range from allergic agents such as mold to potentially lethal threats such as carbon monoxide. Engineers at the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) have developed a database of U.S. residential housing to help conduct nationwide analyses of ventilation, air cleaning or moisture control strategies to reduce indoor air pollution.
http://www.bfrl.nist.gov/IAQanalysis/case%20studies/cwcase_11.htm
--------------------------------------------------
ETM Human Rights
--------------------------------------------------
UN Member States are more willing than ever to join to prevent the movement of terrorists and their supporters across borders, but unpoliced frontiers and forged documents still allow such travel. The expert monitors of sanctions against al Qaeda and the Taleban believe that the arms embargo should take into account the evolution in terrorists' tactics in order to address the threat posed by listed individuals and entities. They also cited a lack of knowledge and understanding of the threat, and called for improved procedures in maintaining the consolidated list.
http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=s/2006/750
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2006/sc8840.doc.htm

Martin Scheinin, Special Rapporteur on the protection and promotion of human rights while countering terrorism, said that five current trends in fighting the global scourge of terrorism risk violating human rights:
* Resorting to the notion of "terrorism" to stigmatize political, ethnic or other movements they simply did not like
* Questioning or compromising the absolute prohibition of torture and of all forms of cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment
* Going beyond the criminalization of incitement to commit serious crime, by penalizing the "glorification" or "apology" of terrorism, or the publication of information that "could be useful" in the commission of acts of terrorism
* Justifying tightening immigration controls by the risk of terrorism
* The issue of terrorism largely replacing drug-related crime as the primary public justification for extending the powers of the police, coupled with the abandonment of many of the traditional safeguards
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/E39456F5145ABC85C12571F4005BA06C?OpenDocument

Radhika Coomaraswamy, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for children and armed conflict, told the Security Council that this had been a terrible year for children affected by war, with no guarantee that combatants would create humanitarian space for the protection of children. She will work with UNICEF to launch a two-year strategy aimed at ending grave violations against children in armed conflict by promoting protection, raising awareness and making the issue central to peacekeeping and peacebuilding.
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/012A9399A86385A7C12571F8004CC0BB?OpenDocument
In the past, all combatants would create the humanitarian space for the protection of children but today there was an uphill battle to ensure that these principles remained entrenched, she said.

The US Congressional-Executive Commission on China released its 2005 report on human rights and the rule of law in China. It says, "The Commission is deeply concerned that some Chinese government policies designed to address growing social unrest and bolster Communist Party authority are resulting in a period of declining human rights for China's citizens. The Commission identified limited improvements in the Chinese government's human rights practices in 2004, but backward-stepping government decisions in 2005 and 2006 are leading the Commission to reevaluate the Chinese leadership's commitment to additional human rights improvements in the near term." China has rejected all accusations in the report as groundless and suggested that the US pay more attention to their own problems, stop interfering with Chinese internal affairs, and focus on improving relations.
http://www.cecc.gov/pages/hearings/2006/20060920/index.php
http://www.cecc.gov/pages/annualRpt/annualRpt06/index.php
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2006-09/25/content_5136056.htm
--------------------------------------------------
ETM Infectious Diseases
--------------------------------------------------
The number of H5N1 avian influenza fatalities has now reached 52, out of 68 confirmed cases. Thailand's Ministry of Public Health has confirmed the 25th human infection, which was the third detected this year and the third fatality this year: in all 17 have been fatal.
http://www.who.int/csr/don/2006_09_27a/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/csr/don/2006_09_27/en/index.html

Cumulative laboratory confirmed cases of avian influenza now stand at 251, or which 148 have proven fatal.
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/country/cases_table_2006_09_28/en/index.html

Europe is preparing for an increased threat this autumn as migratory birds begin to travel.
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L27330428.htm

The European Commission has adopted a communication on international health regulations that calls for proactive implementation, taking into account pandemic flu.
http://www.europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/06/1276&format=HTMLn

An analysis of mice infected with the reconstructed 1918 influenza virus has revealed that although the infection triggered a very strong immune system response, the response failed to protect the animals from severe lung disease and death. This out of control immune response counters previous findings that the high deaths in 1918 were due to a second wave of infection striking those already hit by the flu.
http://fusion.mssm.edu/media/content.cfm?storynum=304
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/health/286768_1918flu28.htmls

"Pandemic Flu: Are We Properly Prepared" was a conference last week in London that reviewed preparation, and predicted these steps and vaccines may not stop a pandemic. 
http://www.pandemicfluconference.com/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/medicine/story/0,,1881748,00.html
http://www.dh.gov.uk/AboutUs/MinistersAndDepartmentLeaders/ChiefMedicalOfficer/Features/FeaturesArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4102997&chk=OcYuEL

The World Health Organization's Influenza Pandemic Task Force (IPTF), which will advise the world body on how best to respond to health issues of global concern related to bird flu and pandemic influenza, has held its first meeting in Geneva.
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/notes/2006/np28/en/index.html
--------------------------------------------------
ETM Legal Systems
--------------------------------------------------
"Political Parties of the Republic of Tajikistan - 2006," outlines the platforms and programs of Tajikistan's eight registered political parties, as well as the legal background for their activities, and is available in Tajik, Russian and English.
http://www.osce.org/item/20774.html

The UK Association of Police Officers has called for information between police, social services and health professionals to reduce violent deaths and serious assaults.
http://www.acpo.police.uk/pressrelease.asp?PR_GUID={291F13E2-9057-4F6B-8EB4-F8521062879D}

The annual inspection of Pentonville prison in North London reiterated their finding from 2005:
"...a prison built in 1843, and in which two prisoners routinely share cells designed for one, is unsuitable to house prisoners in the twenty-first century. Much of the fabric of the institution (boilers, kitchens and water supplies, for example) is beyond its useful life and unable to cope with the needs of over 1,200 prisoners and 600 staff. In our opinion, only a major program of investment, either on-site or elsewhere, would fully alleviate the problems which the prison faces and which will only get worse with the passage of time". Even worse are the more graphic findings of an unannounced inspection in June. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/prisons/story/0,,1882790,00.html
http://society.guardian.co.uk/crimeandpunishment/story/0,,1882609,00.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/london/5386530.stm
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,6-2379987,00.html
http://www.imb.gov.uk/annual-reports/1857341/pentonville-06
http://inspectorates.homeoffice.gov.uk/hmiprisons/
http://www.hmprisonservice.gov.uk/prisoninformation/locateaprison/prison.asp?id=632,15,2,15,632,0

The US Senate Committee on Armed Services held a hearing to receive testimony on military voting and the federal Voting Assistance Program.
http://armed-services.senate.gov/e_witnesslist.cfm?id=2409
--------------------------------------------------
ETM Natural Resources
--------------------------------------------------
The United Nations environment agency calls for better balance between trade and natural resources to guarantee sustainability for future generations. http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=487&ArticleID=5360&l=en

Botswana addressed the UN General Assembly on the need for international cooperation to ensure that the diamond industry can foster development. Foreign Minister Lieutenant General Mompati Merafhe said that the African diamonds had been long associated with conflict, but prudent management of diamond revenues can instead be used effectively to educate people, provide potable water and healthcare, and build critical infrastructures such as roads, telephones, and electricity. 65 percent of the world's diamonds come from African countries.
http://www.un.org/webcast/ga/61/pdfs/botswana-e.pdf

Independent journalist Rafael Marques published "Operation Kissonde: the diamonds of humiliation and misery". The report raises serious concerns about killings, torture, beatings and other abuses by security companies employed by diamond firms in Angola
http://www.business-humanrights.org/Documents/Angola-diamonds

Brazil's Acre state in the Amazon has established a nursery for mahogany, acai, Brazil nut, palm, and other trees that it will provide to cattle ranchers, who must reforest up to a third of their land.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/nolpda/ifs_news/hi/newsid_5361000/5361840.stm?ifs=1
http://www.wwf.org.br/ (in Portuguese)
http://www.ac.gov.br/ (in Portuguese)
--------------------------------------------------
ETM Populations
--------------------------------------------------
The International Day of Older Persons was marked on 25 September. In Europe, the over 65-years-of-age population will double between 1995 and 2050, with nearly a third of the population aged 65 or older n 2050.
http://www.europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=STAT/06/129&format=HTML

Standard and Poor's issued two reports regarding the aging population in the US.
"As The U.S. Population Ages, Health Insurers Are Seeking Out The Opportunities Among The Challenges" is an article from Standard and Poor's that says: "...when the health care system becomes strained by higher costs related to aging, health insurers' most pressing fear is that legislators might use a heavier hand in mandating benefits, setting rates, and establishing underwriting practices. Were that to happen, basic but limited health coverage could become the norm. Or perhaps legislators will be motivated to move to commoditized, standardized health plans - such as the Federal Employee Plan - for all." "An Aging Population Challenges U.S. State Budgets And Renews Interest In Health Care Reform" warns that large employers that will face a surge in payments related to pension, post-retirement health care costs, and additional benefits as retirements accelerate, they also have other unique funding responsibilities that will require significant future resources.
http://www.standardandpoors.com

The US Comptroller General addressed a number of related issues in his presentation to the Southern Employee Benefits Conference.
http://www.gao.gov/cghome/d061108cg.pdf
--------------------------------------------------
ETM Social Responsibility
--------------------------------------------------
The World Trade Organization's Public Forum held a session on Corporate Social Responsibility and the Doha Development Round: Are there any Win-Win Opportunities for the Private Sector and Developing Countries? Panelists from NGOs and public companies contributed numerous creative suggestions.
http://www.wto.org/english/forums_e/public_forum_e/session_25_num11_e.htm

G. Jeffrey MacDonald, a Christian Science Monitor correspondent, describes how to take an ethical vacation in "Travel Globally, Spend Locally".
http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0925/p13s02-litr.html
--------------------------------------------------
ETM Technology
--------------------------------------------------
Highlighting concerns over biotechnology, a new investigation has contributed more details in the disastrous monoclonal antibody clinical trial that left six men seriously ill. New documents indicate that, among other causative issues, the drug used was administered 15 times more quickly than it had been in animal safety studies. 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2087-2372235_3,00.html
http://www.emergingthreatmonitor.com/2006/05/ETM2801.shtml
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/home/idcplg?IdcService=SS_GET_PAGE&useSecondary=true&ssDocName=CON2023515&ssTargetNodeId=389
http://www.parexel.com/news_and_events/press_releasesSingle.asp?id=236
http://www.the-scientist.com/news/display/23275/
http://www.nwlh.nhs.uk/news/item.cfm?id=97
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/4989810.stm

The National Research Council Committee to Review the National Nanotechnology Initiative describes initial progress in overseeing the government's role in developing nanotechnologies. The report is generally positive but points to improvement needed in determining potential safety risks, and tracking economic returns on federal funding. The report recommends expanding funds to establish safety standards for consumers, workers, and the environment. Knowledge of the effects of engineered nanomaterials is in its infancy.
http://www.nationalacademies.org/morenews/20060925.html

China has completed a successful test of a thermonuclear fusion reactor, an "artificial sun", that could revolutionize energy production.
http://english.people.com.cn//200609/28/eng20060928_307241.html

The UK Information Commissioner has released guidance for individuals and organizations regarding use of Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tags and application of data protection laws.
http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/pressreleases/2006/rfid_advice_on_tagging.pdf

A French medical team successfully operated on a human volunteer on an aircraft specially designed for weightlessness. This is the first test that surgery could be performed in space.
http://www.esa.int/esaHS/SEM8WZ8YFDD_research_0.html

Los Alamos National Laboratory, the National Institute of Standards and Technology, and Albion College set a new record for distributing keys for quantum encryption, the most secure method known for protecting the privacy of information. The team generated and transmitted secret quantum keys over 184.6 kilometers (km) of fiber-optic cable, beating the previous record of 122 km. 
http://www.nist.gov/public_affairs/releases/qkd_release.html

University of Manchester (UK) researchers are investigating whether spinach and other vegetables rich in lutein can help prevent age-related macular degeneration (AMD), a leading cause of blindness in the west.
http://www.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/news/pressreleases/spinach/

These reports form the US Government Accountability Office address vulnerabilities, risks, and opportunities in space:
"NASA: Sound Management and Oversight Key to Addressing Crew Exploration Vehicle Project Risks"
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-1127T
"Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellites: Steps Remain in Incorporating Lessons Learned from Other Satellite Programs.
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-993
--------------------------------------------------
ETM Weapons (WMD, Proliferation)
--------------------------------------------------
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has called on UN Member States to provide the political, financial and technical support necessary to prevent nuclear and radiological terrorism.
http://www.iaea.org/NewsCenter/News/2006/gc_resolutions.html

Iran and the EU ended talks over Iran's nuclear program. There was little movement and both pessimism regarding the outcome and hope for progress soon. Avner Cohen suggests that Iran may be mimicking the Israeli model of nuclear development, sharing "secrecy, concealment, ambiguity, double talk and denial". ISIS lays out a list of suspected Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) violations and other issues.
http://today.reuters.com/misc/PrinterFriendlyPopup.aspx?type=tnBusinessNews&storyID=nL28446243
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/world/4222853.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/27/AR2006092700921.html
http://www.isis-online.org/publications/iran/irannptviolations.pdf

Center for International Policy Asia Program Director Selig Harrison reports that on a visit to North Korea he heard from their nuclear negotiation team that North Korea will shut down the Yongbyon reactor early to retrieve fuel rods for up to six additional weapons.  They believe this will increase pressure on the US to resolve the stalemate. Despite having the weapons, US officials believe that North Korea's long-range missile capabilities do not extend to the US. More worrying are indications that North Korea is willing to export a nuclear device or material to other countries or non-state actors.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/23/AR2006092300139.html
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-korea23sep23,1,4511977.story?
http://www.nti.org/d%5Fnewswire/issues/2006/9/28/a8406a79%2Defa5%2D4115%2Db3ea%2D3b2f06bc0a09.html

Russia's parliament has approved the International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism.

Mitutoyo Corporation Vice Chairman Norio Takatsuji, President Kazuasaku Tezuka, and two of their colleagues have been arrested for illegally exporting precision measuring devices that can be used in nuclear weapons production.
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/09/28/asia/AS_GEN_Japan_Nuclear_Exports.php

International efforts to stem nuclear proliferation have made notable progress but lack in many areas. A determined country can steal a nuclear weapons program, and the IAEA have weaknesses that include poor access to non-NPT countries India, Israel, North Korea and Pakistan. Even NPT member nations have bot brought into force the additional, most avoid serious review, and a personnel crisis is looming as many personnel are retiring. These are among the topics discussed in a hearing by the House Committee on Government Reform, Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats, and International Relations
http://reform.house.gov/NSETIR/Hearings/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=50879

US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) analysis of the anthrax used in attacks five years ago seems to be less sophisticated than originally believed, widening the number of suspects in the incident, which killed five people. Citing previous leaks, the FBI has refused a House Intelligence Committee request for a briefing on the investigation's progress.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/24/AR2006092401014.html
http://www.twincities.com/mld/pioneerpress/15577458.htm
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/09/28/america/NA_GEN_US_FBI_Anthrax.php

The Central African Republic has acceded to the Chemical Weapons Convention.
http://www.opcw.org/pressreleases/2006/PR63_2006.html

In her address to the UN General Assembly, Nigeria's Foreign Minister U. Joy Ogwa praised the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) for adopting the Convention on Small Arms this June. She contrasted this with the inability of the UN Review Conference on Small Arms and Light Weapons failure to agree on a final document, including a similar ban on arms suppliers and non-state actors.
http://www.un.org/webcast/ga/61/pdfs/nigeria-e.pdf 


5. Critical Infrastructure Monitor
Critical Infrastructure Monitor gives you the background and analysis missing from these news briefings. Subscriptions can be purchased from our online store:
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--------------------------------------------------
CIM Agriculture and Food
--------------------------------------------------
The Global Online Research in Agriculture project has been expanded to make available the leading food and agriculture journals at little or no cost to more than 100 of the world's poorest countries. 
http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2006/1000406/index.html
http://www.aginternetwork.org/en/

The second annual International Symposium on Agroterrorism took place this week in Kansas City. The meeting focused on the continuing threat of an attack, which could have devastating impacts in both rural and urban communities. Following are the event announcements and press coverage:
http://www.fbi-isa.org/index.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/page2/september06/agroterror092506.htm
http://edition.cnn.com/2006/WORLD/americas/09/25/agroterrorism/
http://westernfarmpress.com/news/09-01-06-plans-essential-agroterrorism/
http://www.mininggazette.com/stories/articles.asp?articleID=3701
http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0929/p08s02-comv.html
http://www.cattlenetwork.com/content.asp?contentid=71856
http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/local/15634323.htm
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0609300079sep30,1,3620534.story

"Fish Dish: exposing the unacceptable face of seafood" is a new WWF report that addresses the destructive, illegal and wasteful fishing which lies behind favorite seafood dishes.
http://www.panda.org/news_facts/newsroom/index.cfm?uNewsID=80820

Similarly, the European Commission has called for effective international action against destructive deep sea fishing practices.
http://www.europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/06/1291&format=HTML

Bangladesh is working with micro credit facilities to aid agrarian reform and rural transformation.
http://nation.ittefaq.com/artman/publish/article_31155.shtml

India is investing in rural infrastructure and agriculture in Assam to help turn around the economy.
http://indiaenews.com/2006-09/24180-rs300-bn-investments-around-assam-economy.htm

Gaza's agricultural sector has been devastated by an economic boycott against the Palestinian Authority.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55749

The UK Pesticide Residues Committee has completed their most recent testing, finding that pesticide residues in excess of legal limits increased to 1.7 percent of cases, a 30 percent increase over 2005 because more exotic foods were being tested. A further third has traces within legal limits.
http://www.pesticides.gov.uk/

The US Food and Drug Agency has released the findings of its investigation into an outbreak of E. coli in spinach. As of September 26, a total of 183 persons had been infected from 26 states. Among the ill persons, 95 (52 percent) were hospitalized, 29 (16 percent) had hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS), and one person died. All spinach implicated in the current outbreak has traced back to Natural Selection Foods LLC of San Juan Bautista, California.
http://www.fda.gov/bbs/topics/NEWS/2006/NEW01474.html
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm55d926a1.htm
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Banking and Finance
--------------------------------------------------
The China International Banking Convention 2006, held in September, featured a keynote address by Alastair Clark, adviser to the governor of the Bank of England. He described the differences between the UK's regulatory model and the current systems in China, pointing to different regulatory requirements based on the differences in the economies.
https://www.theasianbanker.com/A556C5/Update.nsf/webAnalysis/A6D7BED4AEED0DE9482571F5002EAF71?Opendocument

The Central Bank of Nigeria has waived processing fees for some community banks to facilitate conversion to micro-finance banks before a 31 December 2007 deadline.
http://www.cenbank.org/OUT/CIRCULARS/OFID/2006/OFID-07-2006.PDF

Heise Security reports that many internet banking sites have not addressed frame-spoofing vulnerabilities, making them more vulnerable to phishing frauds. Cross-site scripting attacks also continue to present a threat.
http://www.heise-security.co.uk/articles/76590
http://www.heise-security.co.uk/news/78615

US federal financial regulators issued final guidance to address risks posed by nontraditional mortgages that allow borrowers to defer repayment of principal and sometimes interest. In particular, management should:
* Ensure that loan terms and underwriting standards are consistent with prudent lending practices, including consideration of a borrower's repayment capacity 
* Recognize that many nontraditional mortgage loans, particularly when they have risk-layering features, are untested in a stressed environment. These products warrant strong risk management standards, capital levels commensurate with the risk, and an allowance for loan and lease losses that reflects the collectibility of the portfolio
* Ensure that consumers have sufficient information to clearly understand loan terms and associated risks prior to making a product or payment choice.
http://www.occ.gov/ftp/release/2006-107a(Guidance).pdf
http://www.occ.gov/ftp/release/2006-107b(Illustrations).pdf
http://www.occ.gov/ftp/release/2006-107c(Addendum).pdf

The US Senate Banking Committee held a hearing regarding An Update on the New Basel Capital Accord". Large banks expressed concern that the new standards would make them less competitive with Europe and make foreign acquisitions easier.
http://banking.senate.gov/index.cfm?Fuseaction=Hearings.Detail&HearingID=241
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Chemical 
--------------------------------------------------
The US Congress approved chemical security legislation that if passed would require establishment of risk-based performance standards and Department of Homeland Security regulations to fulfill these. The chemistry industry supports the proposed legislation in its current form, lending credence to critics that it is a weak bill that lacks enforcement provisions. No further action on the bill will be taken prior to the mid-term elections.
http://markey.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2183&Itemid=73
http://hsgac.senate.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=PressReleases.Detail&Affiliation=C&PressRelease_id=1340&Month=9&Year=2006
http://www.americanchemistry.com/s_acc/sec_news_article.asp?CID=206&DID=3897
http://sev.prnewswire.com/oil-energy/20060929/DCF06429092006-1.html
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c109:S.2145:
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Cybersecurity
--------------------------------------------------
Microsoft has broken its normal release schedule to release a security patch to address a critical Internet Explorer vulnerability that has been increasingly exploited. An unofficial patch from the Zeroday Emergency Response Team helped apply pressure for an official fix. The underlying flaw in Microsoft's Direct Animation Path ActiveX control has not been fixed.
http://www.microsoft.com/technet/security/Bulletin/MS06-055.mspx
http://isc.sans.org/diary.php?storyid=1727
http://secunia.com/advisories/21989
http://isotf.org/zert
http://www.symantec.com/outbreak/vml_vulnerability.html
http://www.f-secure.com/weblog/archives/archive-092006.html#00000974

Manuals for programming Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) are available online, suggesting a number of potential avenues for would-be hackers.
http://www.eweek.com/article2/0,1895,2018674,00.asp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmW_4R81jVU
http://www.wired.com/news/technology/0,71832-0.html?tw=wn_technology_1

Trend Micro released InterCloud Security Service to specifically the increased threat of botnets. To address these networks of remotely controlled compromised machines, the new service incorporates a Behavioral Analysis Security Engine (BASE) that analyzed application and network infrastructure data to detect aberrant botnet-related behavior that identifies and isolated them in real time.
http://www.trendmicro.com/en/about/news/pr/archive/2006/pr092506.htm

Symantec's latest Internet Security Threat Report shows that home users are increasingly targeted for financial gain because they are more vulnerable. In addition to increasing desktop attacks, the report cites rising use of evasive techniques, including an 81 percent increase in phishing attacks. Symantec documented 2,249 vulnerabilities in the first six months of 2006, an 18 percent increase over the prior period and the highest number ever recorded. The window of exposure was down from 50 to 28 days. Denial of Service attacks in the US accounted for 54 percent of the worldwide total. The report predicts future increases in polymorphism and other evasive techniques, increased exploits of web 2.0 concepts, and vulnerabilities from fuzzer programs that look for code vulnerabilities.
http://www.symantec.com/about/news/release/article.jsp?prid=20060925_02

" No Data Secure With iPods in the Workplace" discusses the risk to confidential information presented by small portable devices.
http://www.ecommercetimes.com/story/rYZ8dTA7z6SnhR/No-Data-Secure-With-iPods-in-the-Workplace.xhtml

European governments, having established best practices in data protection, are turning attention to updating legislation to address attacks against information systems.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/4651572.stm
http://www.bmj.bund.de/enid/2f99c147790664d0475a936f509414f9,792f74707265737365617274696b656c5f6964092d0932353638093a096d795f79656172092d0932303036093a096d795f6d6f6e7468092d093039093a095f7472636964092d0932353638/Presse/Pressemitteilungen_58.html
http://www.bmj.bund.de/media/archive/1317.pdf (In German).
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9003516&source=rss_news10)
http://www.heise.de/english/newsticker/news/78488

A UK investigation found credit care, passport, and other personal data are being stolen from Indian call centers and sold to the highest bidder.
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2087-2383227,00.html

General Electric announced that an authorized employee had his laptop stolen from a hotel room. It contained names and Social Security numbers of 50,000 current and former workers.
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=abYZEjwImupI

Six laptops containing data on some 9,000 patients were stolen from Nagasaki hospital.
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/20060924TDY02007.htm

A computer containing personal information on 16,000 motorists was stolen from North Carolina's Division of Motor Vehicles.
http://www.newsobserver.com/102/story/491642.html

The US House Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, held two days of hearings on "Internet Data Brokers and Pretexting: Who Has Access to Your Private Records?" The hearings were launched in connection with the Hewlett-Packard board spying scandal. HP officials provided little or no information. Telephone companies explained the difficulties in security, particularly in mobile communications, where customers have refused to use passwords and other protections. Several lawsuits have been launched.
http://energycommerce.house.gov/108/Hearings/09292006hearing2047/hearing.htm
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-060929hp-story,1,3544633.story
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D8KEMAG00.htm
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Dams and Bridges
--------------------------------------------------
Angola and Namibia have decided to revive development of the Epua dam that would feed a hydrological power plant in northwest Namibia, where the Kuene River forms a natural border between the two countries. Local environmental groups object to the plan for its impact on the local population and risks presented by climate change.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55696

The reservoir dam in Nigeria's northern town of Gusau is the main source of drinking water for the state capital. Heavy rainfall has caused the dam to collapse.
http://www.mg.co.za/articlePage.aspx?articleid=285453

In Republic of Congo the Imboulou Dam project is a key component in providing electricity to all parts of the country. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55748
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Defense Industrial Base
--------------------------------------------------
As the US Congress wrapped up business before mid-term elections, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) released several reports related to Defense Department personnel and project practices:
"U.S. Aerospace Industry: Progress in Implementing Aerospace Commission Recommendations, and Remaining Challenges"
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-920
"DOD Civilian Personnel: Greater Oversight and Quality Assurance Needed to Ensure Force Health Protection and Surveillance for Those Deployed"
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-1085
"DOD Contracting: Efforts Needed to Address Air Force Commercial Acquisition Risk"
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-995
"Iraq Contract Costs: DOD Consideration of Defense Contract Audit Agency's Findings"
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-1132
"Interagency Contracting: Improved Guidance, Planning, and Oversight Would Enable the Department of Homeland Security to Address Risks"
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-996
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Emergency Services
--------------------------------------------------
The US Government Accountability Office (GAO) released "Hurricane Katrina: Status of Hospital Inpatient and Emergency Departments in the Greater New Orleans Area", which addresses the lack of availability of hospital inpatient care and emergency department services in the greater New Orleans area.
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-1003

That is only one example of what the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) explains is a chronic problem. "Staffing, Capacity, and Ambulance Diversion in Emergency Departments: United States, 2003-04" finds:
*  An average of 4,500 EDs were in operation in United States during 2003 and 2004.
* Crowding in metropolitan EDs was associated with a higher percentage of nursing vacancies, higher patient volume, and longer patient waiting and treatment durations.
* Over half the EDs saw fewer than 20,000 patients annually but one out of 10 had an annual visit volume of more than 50,000 patients.
* Most EDs used outside contracts to provide physicians (64.7 percent).
* Half of EDs in metropolitan areas had more than 5 percent of their nursing positions vacant.
* Approximately one-third of U.S. hospitals reported having to divert an ambulance to another emergency department due to overcrowding or staffing shortages at their ED.
http://www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media/pressrel/r060927.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/ad/ad376.pdf

The US National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) conducted a study of portable radios at elevated thermal conditions, representing situations firefighters sometimes face with blazes as high in temperature as 500 degrees F (260 degrees C). Testing revealed that although firefighting gear and self-contained breathing apparatus can allow firefighters to safely work for a limited time in such conditions, they can't rely on their unprotected handheld radios even in routine firefighting situations, much less in higher-temperature fires, where good communications are especially crucial. Based on the findings, NIST will develop test methods and recommendations for optimal design of portable radios in elevated thermal conditions.
http://www.fire.nist.gov/bfrlpubs/NIST_TN_1477.pdf

The Public Safety Committee in Los Angeles, California, reports that it is one of the most understaffed in the US, and plans a staff increase of nearly 50 percent.
http://www.latimes.com/business/careers/work/la-me-reorg26sep26,1,1114436.story?coll=la-headlines-business-careers

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health has released draft guidelines for comment regarding "Standardized Postmortem Examination Guidelines for Individuals Dying After Environmental Exposures Related to the Collapse of the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001"
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/wtc/WTC_examguidel-draft.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/front/story/454223p-382146c.html
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Energy
--------------------------------------------------
Speaking at the World Trade Organization's Public Forum, Ted Turner suggested that a focus on biofuels could generate enough global demand to break the current deadlock on world trade talks.
http://www.wto.org/english/forums_e/public_forum_e/session_25_num2_e.htm

Dutch, Japanese, UK and US officials  have all raised concerns over the future of the Sakhalin-2 energy project. They have called on Russia to explain the political dispute that has arisen, and explains its position on the strategic plan. The latest wrench in the works is Russia's revocation of environmental permits previously granted and insistence on another full environmental investigation.  Sakhalen-2 is due for completion in 2008, when it will be the largest integrated oil and gas field in the world.
http://www.sakhalinenergy.com/en/
http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/09/25/business/rusoil.php

Egypt plans to restart its civilian nuclear power program with a new plant at El-Dabaa on the Mediterranean coast. Egypt maintains a small experimental nuclear reactor, but closed its nuclear power program after the Chernobyl accident.

Iran and Russia have agreed their schedule for supplies of fuel in the Russian-built Bushehr reactor that is scheduled to begin operating next year.
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2006/September/middleeast_September579.xml&section=middleeast
http://www.sharewatch.com/story.php?storynumber=214102
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1159125866396&pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull

Iran has told Japan to finalize the Azadegan oil field development deal or lose the job to a domestic contractor.

The Republic of Congo has begun to build an energy grid to link the north and south of the country, incorporating the Imboulou Dam project. They estimate that some 75 percent of the urban population and 50 percent in rural areas will have electricity by 2015. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55748

The Center for American Progress released "Energy Security in the 21st Century: A New National Strategy". The report identifies the most serious threats to homeland security as dependence on foreign oil and gas, proliferation threats posed by nuclear energy technologies, failure to failure to protect and modernize the global energy infrastructure, failure to combat climate change, and failure to foster cooperative energy security relationships.
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2006/09/energy_security.html

Given increased use of wind energy, the US Department of Defense has investigated the impact on air defense and missile warning radar, finding that careful siting and mitigation processes need to be taken into account to avoid any impact on military readiness.
http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/pdfs/WindFarmReport.pdf

The US Department of Energy's Inspector General called for improvements in cybersecurity, including addressing deficiencies previously identified that have not been addressed. The department should complete an information systems inventory, perform necessary systems certifications and accreditations, devise business continuity plans, and address exiting weaknesses to prevent unauthorized system modification of the loss or disclosure of information.
http://ig.energy.gov/documents/IG-0738(1).pdf
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Information Technology
--------------------------------------------------
The Pew Internet and the American Life Project released a report on the future of the internet and its impact on social, political, and economic life in the year 2020. A majority believe that:
* A low-cost global network will be thriving and creating new opportunities in a "flattening" world.
* Humans will remain in charge of technology, even as more activity is automated and "smart agents" proliferate. However, a significant 42 percent of survey respondents were pessimistic about humans’ ability to control the technology in the future. This significant majority agreed that dangers and dependencies will grow beyond our ability to stay in charge of technology. This was one of the major surprises in the survey.
* Virtual reality will be compelling enough to enhance worker productivity and also spawn new addiction problems.
* Tech "refuseniks" will emerge as a cultural group characterized by their choice to live off the network. Some will do this as a benign way to limit information overload, while others will commit acts of violence and terror against technology-inspired change.
* People will wittingly and unwittingly disclose more about themselves, gaining some benefits in the process even as they lose some privacy.
* English will be a universal language of global communications, but other languages will not be displaced. Indeed, many felt other languages such as Mandarin, would grow in prominence
http://www.pewinternet.org/PPF/r/188/report_display.asp

On Sept. 26, 2006, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) released three draft information technology security publications for public comment:
* Special Publication (SP) 800-54, Border Gateway Protocol Security
* SP 800-82, Guide to Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) and Industrial Control Systems Security
* SP 800-98, Guidance for Securing Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) Systems.
http://csrc.nist.gov/publications/drafts.html

Concern over portable computer batteries grew last week following a Lenovo ThinkPad that self-immolated at Los Angeles airport. Thinkpads use more than one type of battery, and Sony is investigating whether one of its components was involved. A similar incident occurred with an HP notebook. Toshiba has announced a recall of some 830,000 batteries.
http://news.com.com/2100-1044_3-6117833.html
http://www.reghardware.co.uk/2006/09/25/man_saves_laptop/
http://arstechnica.com/news.ars/post/20060919-7774.html
--------------------------------------------------
CIM National Monuments and Icons
--------------------------------------------------
The US Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs held a hearing on "Securing the National Capital Region: An Examination of the NCR's Strategic Plan"
http://hsgac.senate.gov/index.cfm?Fuseaction=Hearings.Detail&HearingID=403
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Nuclear Reactors, Materials, and Waste
--------------------------------------------------
Drilling in BHP Billiton's Olympic Dam uranium deposit in South Australia has increased the resource estimate by more than 11 per cent. At more than 1.5 million tone, this represents about 40 percent of the world's known uranium resources. The mine also produces copper and gold.
http://www.theage.com.au/news/business/drilling-reveals-far-more-uranium-copper-and-gold-at-olympic-dam/2006/09/25/1159036472874.html

Note this transcript of the Arms Control Association press conference on the North Korean nuclear challenge:
http://www.armscontrol.org/events/20060919_NKPanel_transcript.asp
http://www.armscontrol.org/country/northkorea/

Russia has agreed to remove spend fuel from a Serbian research reactor no longer in use. They are also holding discussions with IAEA officials regarding the creation of a central uranium enrichment facility for all countries.
http://english.pravda.ru/print/world/84653-reactor-0
http://en.rian.ru/russia/20060928/54341691.html

The US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is responsible for overseeing the 103 commercial nuclear power plants to ensure safe operation. The US Government Accountability Office (GAO) reviewed NRC's activities and issued its findings in "Nuclear Regulatory Commission: Oversight of Nuclear Power Plant Safety Has Improved, but Refinements Are Needed". The report analyzed operations and recommended aggressive monitoring, evaluation, and additional measures to increase the effectiveness of its safety culture, and make more information on it public.
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-1029

The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and the Environmental Measurements Laboratory (EML) tested how quickly data can be obtained from radioactive samples after an accident or attack, and how accurate the results are likely to be. Considering how to improve response to a radiological emergency, the authors recommended developing informational guides on estimating measurement uncertainties,  increased technical exchange, development of guidelines, and other measures.
http://www.nist.gov/public_affairs/newsfromnist/newsfromnist_emerg_resp.htm
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Public Health and Healthcare 
--------------------------------------------------
The Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the European Conference of Ministers of Transport (ECMT) released "Young Drivers: The Road to Safety". The study identifies road crashes as the single biggest killer of 15-24 year olds in industrial countries. Among recommendations to address this they call for:
* Oblige young drivers to spend time driving with an experienced driver in addition to taking driving lessons before a test. When Sweden raised the number of hours of driving practice required by law from 50 to 120 hours in 1993, the number of crashed involving young novice drivers fell by 40% within two years.
* Impose a maximum blood alcohol content (BAC) of 0.2 g/l on novice drivers, since young drivers have been shown to be more susceptible to the effects of alcohol than older drivers. This is less than half the 0.5 g/l BAC limit recommended by the ECMT and applied across most of Europe.
* Impose probationary periods on young drivers during which they can lose their license and/or have to undergo further training if they break the rules of the road. If drivers are penalized on a system of demerit points, the threshold for removing the license should be set lower for novice drivers.
* Enforce the rules of the roads rigorously for all drivers, with a particular focus on infractions commonly committed by young drivers, such as not wearing a seat-belt, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs and breaking the speed limit.
* Focus training more on creating safe drivers, and less on helping people pass their driving test.
*Explore the potential of new technologies, including black boxes and smart keys, to reduce dangerous driving.
http://www.cemt.org/JTRC/WorkingGroups/YoungDrivers/YoungDriversSummary.pdf

The Pan American Health Organization released its annual report, focusing on closing the gaps in health in the least protected populations of the Americas, where unequal access to services and disparities between rural and urban areas continue to mar the health systems in North and South America and the Caribbean. 
http://www.paho.org/English/DD/PIN/pr060926.htm
http://www.paho.org/english/gov/cd/cd47index-e.htm

US Federal District Judge Jack Weinstein has ruled in the case of Schwab, et al v. Philip Morris et al that the case can proceed as a class action. The lawsuit in question accuses tobacco companies of leading smokers to falsely believe that "light" cigarettes are less harmful. 
http://www.nyed.uscourts.gov/pub/rulings/cv/2004/04cv1945mo.pdf
http://www.nyed.uscourts.gov/pub/rulings/cv/2004/04cv1945mo-app.pdf
http://www.philipmorrisusa.com/en/health_issues/low_tar_cigarettes.asp?source=home_fca1

The US Government Accountability Office (GAO) released "Hurricane Katrina: Status of Hospital Inpatient and Emergency Departments in the Greater New Orleans Area", which addresses the lack of availability of hospital inpatient care and emergency department services in the greater New Orleans area.
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-1003
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Telecommunications
--------------------------------------------------
The Mobile Top Level Domain (MTLD) has begun open registration for mobile specific website addresses with the new .mobi domain. MTLD points out that there are four times as many mobile phones as there are PCs in the world.
http://pc.mtld.mobi/
http://www.iana.org/root-whois/mobi.htm

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the Commonwealth Telecommunication Organization (CTO) released a roadmap for information and communications technology in disaster response, focusing on the Caribbean. 
http://www.itu.int/newsroom/press_releases/2006/18.html

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission recently extended its mandate to key fixed network services, including broader regulatory questions related to emerging market, technological, and network development. Telstra is Australia's largest telecommunications company, and it has been at odds with the expanded regulatory environment. The latest battle is a disagreement over government plans to appoint former communications executive and Prime Ministerial advisor Geoff Cousins to the board. Telstra recommended against voting for him, and said that his appointment could jeopardize the possible sale of the Australian Government's remaining shares in Telstra, known as T3, which has been scheduled for 23 October..
http://www.smh.com.au/news/business/telstra-bosss-87m-pay-day/2006/09/25/1159036455906.html
http://www.smh.com.au/news/business/telstra-battle-over-board-appointment/2006/09/25/1159036449467.html
http://www.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/719844
http://www.telstra.com.au/

Indian telecommunications companies are disappointed in higher than expected prices for 3G licenses.
http://www.financialexpress.com/fe_full_story.php?content_id=141766

Philippines legislators call for the government to consider using voice over internet protocol to lower telecommunications costs.
http://www.sunstar.com.ph/static/man/2006/10/01/news/lawmaker.urges.gov.t.to.tap.voice.over.internet.protocol.to.cut.on.costs.html

The UK Information Commissioner (ICO) has ordered Ofcom to provide all data on mobile phone base stations held within its Sitefinder database, which was established to research possible health risks from mobile phones. Ofcom refused the original request on grounds of national security, public safety and intellectual property rights. ICO determined that database rights and copyright exist, but should not prevent information disclosure, and that Ofcom has not presented sufficient evidence to suggest a particular risk to the security of base stations. http://www.ico.gov.uk//upload/documents/pressreleases/2006/ic_rules_against_ofcom_on_mobile_phone_base_stations_13090….pdf

The Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe paid TelOne's Intelsat bill, restoring internet access to the country.
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Transportation
--------------------------------------------------
Talks between the EU and US on sharing passenger information have broken down.
http://www.europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/06/360&format=HTML
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/5390074.stm

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and its International Explosives Technical Commission are developing a new list of prohibited items, addressing new risks uncovered in recent airliner terror plots.
http://www.icao.int

Forty years after development began, Thailand has opened a new state-of-the art airport serving Bangkok. Suvarnabhumi Airport has opened without any major hitches, welcoming thousands of passengers.
http://www.bangkokairportonline.com/
http://www.pattayadailynews.com/shownews.php?IDNEWS=0000001459
http://www.forbes.com/home/feeds/afx/2006/09/29/afx3054271.html

World Maritime Day was marked on 28 September.
http://www.worldmaritimeday.com/

Dominican Republic's Port of Caucedo, Spain's Port of Freeport, the Bahamas, Jamaica, and Taiwan will all implement the Container Security Initiative (CSI).
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/newsroom/news_releases/09292006_8.xml
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/newsroom/news_releases/09292006_7.xml
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/newsroom/news_releases/09292006_6.xml
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/newsroom/news_releases/09282006_1.xml
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/newsroom/news_releases/09262006_2.xml

Estonia has launched a criminal inquiry after finding toxic waste on board the Greek-owned, Panamanian-registered tanker, Probo Koala, leased by Dutch company Trafigura Beheer BV. The ship has been at the center of an environmental disaster in Ivory Coast. Greenpeace had blockaded the ship for three days prior to a request from Ivory Coast and decision by Estonian authorities to proceed with the investigation.
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/news/estonia-seizes-probo-koala-060927
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L27420901.htm
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,13509-2378039,00.html

Facing the World Health Organization forecast that road traffic injuries will be the most prevalent cause of worldwide death or injury-related disability and would rank sixth among all causes of death, Michelin has focused this year's Challenge on "Sharing the Road". It calls for innovative design to answer the challenge of vehicle safety. 
http://www.michelinchallengedesign.com/MCD_2006/Site/mcd_news_sharing_road_2007.asp

Daimler-Chrysler sites technological innovations such as emergency braking and radar-based obstacle detection as ways to save lives, but point to adoption rates of only about five percent.
http://www.todaystrucking.com/news.cfm?intDocID=16725&login=anna%40tamni%2Ecom&datalogin=%28%3D12%3DJ%29%2C9OJ%40%20%0A
--------------------------------------------------
CIM Water
--------------------------------------------------
"Progress for Children: A Report Card on Water and Sanitation" is a new report from UNICEF. It says that although more than 1.2 billion people have gained access to safe drinking water since 1990, at least four of every 10 people still lack basic sanitation, contributing to the deaths from diarrhea of about 1.5 million children under the age of five each year
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_36034.html
http://www.unicef.org/progressforchildren/2006n5/index.html 



6. Disaster Reduction Monitor 
News highlights from the past week are provided in this free email update, but detailed analysis, background information and source documents are only available to subscribers. Disaster Reduction Monitor subscriptions and other titles can be purchased here:
TAMNI Publications 

--------------------------------------------------
DRM Incidents
--------------------------------------------------
At the end of last week more than 2,000 Bangladesh fishermen were missing following a severe storm in the Bay of Bengal. Officials report that more than 1,300 have now returned safely. 54 bodies have been found, and some 400 people are still missing. 

Brazil's air force has located the wreckage of Gol Transportes Aereos Flight 1907 that went down over the Amazon rainforest with 155 people on board. All are presumed dead. Troops are attempting to reach the remote location.

Typhoon Xangsane struck the Philippines, killing at least 76 people, with some 69 still missing. Vietnam evacuated more than 180,000 people ahead of the typhoon's arrival. Despite this, at least ten lives were lost.

Near Ecuador's capital Quito a bus overturned on a mountain road, killing 47 of the 52 people on board. Five survivors, all children, are being treated in hospital.

At least 40 people died when the reservoir dam in Nigeria's northern town of Gusau collapsed following heavy rains.
http://www.mg.co.za/articlePage.aspx?articleid=285453

The death of all 24 helicopter passengers on a WWF helicopter is a both a personal tragedy and a catastrophic loss for Nepal's conservation efforts.
http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/where_we_work/asia_pacific/where/nepal/news/index.cfm?uNewsID=81560

The World Health Organization is investigating a likely outbreak of pneumonic plague in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo. The highly contagious disease has a mortality rate of about 50 percent. There are 20 confirmed deaths and dozens more suspected.

In Pakistan, a head-on collision between a truck and a minibus traveling on a bridge killed 22 people, including four children, and seriously injured five.

Flooding in Niger has led to a cholera epidemic that has infected 206 and killed 21.

In northern Liberia an outbreak of Lassa fever, a hemorrhagic virus, has claimed seven lives, and there are reports of at least three other cases. Transmitted by rodents, the outbreak illustrates severe gaps in the country's health infrastructure.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55761

Bush fires and arson attacks in Democratic Republic of Congo's southeastern gold mining province of Maniema have destroyed eight villages, leaving at least 10,000 people homeless. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=55723
--------------------------------------------------
DRM Response and Recovery
--------------------------------------------------
The Dutch Safety Board completed their investigation into the October 2005 fire at Amsterdam's Schiphol airport, killing 11 of 350 immigrants held at the airport detention center. Dutch Justice Minister Piet Hein Donner and Housing Minister Sybilla Dekker have resigned the government after accepting responsibility for avoidable safety faults amounting to negligence. The immigration service has also been criticized for not meeting its obligations. The most serious of many violations was the decision by prison guards to leave the door open, allowing the fire to spread rather than dying out.
http://www.onderzoeksraad.nl/nieuws/pb20060921.htm (in Dutch)
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/09/21/europe/EU_GEN_Netherlands_Airport_Fire.php
http://www.radionetherlands.nl/currentaffairs/min060921

Philippine authorities reported slow recovery operations after typhoon Milenyo. In addition to the predictable electricity outages, debris, fallen trees, and so on, they cite lack of cooperation and incidents of theft.
http://www.philstar.com/philstar/News200610010401.htm

The US National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) released preliminary information into the crash of Comair 5191 that killed 49 people. NTSB reported that there was about 45 seconds in which the pilots could have identified they were on the wrong runway. 
http://www.ntsb.gov/Pressrel/2006/060925.htm

Florida's Insurance Commissioner announced a settlement with AIG insurance under which businesses will be refunded more than $13 million in excessive Terrorism Risk Insurance Act coverage.
http://www.floir.com/PressReleases/ViewMediaRelease.asp?ID=2445

The New Orleans Super Dome sports stadium became notorious as the last resort of Hurricane Katrina refugees. This week it has reopened with rock bands and a sellout football game. The New Orleans Saints won 23 to 3 over the Atlanta Falcons.
http://www.neworleanssaints.com/newsroomarticle.cfm?articleid=2942
http://www.superdome.com/

The US Government Accountability Office (GAO) released "Hurricanes Katrina and Rita: Unprecedented Challenges Exposed the Individuals and Households Program to Fraud and Abuse; Actions Needed to Reduce Such Problems in Future". The report recommends that the Federal Emergency Management Agency address the potential for fraud and abuse in the Individuals and Households Program of direct assistance by ensuring that payments go to recipients at valid addresses; establishing procedures to avoid duplicate lodging payments; increasing accountability over debit cards; and identifying ad recouping payments based on improper and potentially fraudulent applications. 
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-1013

Renewed conflict in Sri Lanka has stopped most tsunami reconstruction work.
--------------------------------------------------
DRM Risks
--------------------------------------------------
The UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO) forecast a weak to moderate El Nino persisting into next year, but warned against trying to predict any impact at this early stage, particularly given warmer climate patterns overall.
http://www.wmo.ch/news/download/El%20Nino_La%20Nina%20Update%20(Sept%2006)%20(E).pdf

Indonesian emergency planners meeting over the weekend cited multiple vulnerabilities that include poor coordination, no permanent disaster management organization, and lack of funding. 

Scientists say the hot toxic mud that has displaced 10,000 Indonesians in Java could be oozing from a mud volcano, rather than oil drilling in the area. They warn the flow could last a century, wiping mores villages off the map and polluting the ocean off Java as well as local rivers.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/indonesia/Story/0,,1881096,00.html

Knowledge@Wharton released "Flexibility in the Face of Disaster: Managing the Risk of Supply Chain Disruption". It explains:
" When it comes to global supply chains, the potential for disruption comes in many forms, from large-scale natural disasters and terrorist attacks to plant manufacturing fires, wide-spread electrical blackouts, and operational challenges such as shipping ports too small to handle the flow of goods coming into a country. Today's leaner, just-in-time globalized supply chains are more vulnerable than ever before to natural and man-made disasters -- a reality that creates greater demands on companies to keep supply chains flexible and integrate disruption risk management into every facet of supply chain operations."
http://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article.cfm?articleid=1548
--------------------------------------------------
DRM Mitigation
--------------------------------------------------
UN disaster experts and partners meeting in the Caribbean, still reeling from the 2005 hurricane season, issued a roadmap on how to use information and communication technologies to improve search-and-rescue missions, medical care and emergency relief.
http://www.itu.int/newsroom/press_releases/2006/18.html

The UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has committed more than $170 million for more than 250 projects in 26 countries in the seven months since it was launched.
http://ochaonline.un.org/webpage.asp?Page=873&Lang=en

A new Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) survey, "Catastrophe Risk Management: Preparing for potential storms ahead", finds significant regional differences in catastrophe preparedness. North American companies were generally better prepared than in Europe of Asia-Pacific, with smaller companies particularly vulnerable. Those surveyed rated power outage as the most significant threat, followed by bird flu and extreme weather. 
http://store.eiu.com/index.asp?layout=pr_story&press_id=1420001942&ref=pr_list

Terrorism insurance was the main subject at the US House Committee on Financial Services Subcommittee on Capital Markets, Insurance and Government Sponsored Enterprises and the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations joint hearing on "Protecting Americans from Catastrophic Terrorism Risk".  Industry representatives and analysts all insisted that any long-term solution to terrorism exposure requires a government reinsurance backstop.
http://financialservices.house.gov/hearings.asp?formmode=detail&hearing=511
http://www.insurancejournal.com/news/national/2006/09/27/72845.htm

A related report was released form the Government Accountability Office. "Terrorism Insurance: Measuring and Predicting Losses from Unconventional Weapons Is Difficult, but Some Industry Exposure Exists". It concludes unequivocally that a nuclear, biological, chemical, or radiological terrorist attack is uninsurable. It says, "despite the attempts by private insurers to exclude NBCR risks, the marketplace remains significantly vulnerable to a catastrophic NBCR event for the insurance lines of workers' compensation, health, life and fire (following for property coverage in  some states, where NBCR cannot be legally or practically excluded)."
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-1081 



7. Recommended Reading 
DECLASSIFIED KEY JUDGMENTS OF THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE "TRENDS IN GLOBAL TERRORISM: IMPLICATIONS FOR THE UNITED STATES" DATED APRIL 2006

Key Judgments

United States-led counterterrorism efforts have seriously damaged the leadership of al-Qa’ida and disrupted its operations; however, we judge that al-Qa’ida will continue to pose the greatest threat to the Homeland and US interests abroad by a single terrorist organization. We also assess that the global jihadist movement—which includes al-Qa’ida, affiliated and independent terrorist groups, and emerging networks and cells—is spreading and adapting to counterterrorism efforts.

* Although we cannot measure the extent of the spread with precision, a large body of all-source reporting indicates that activists identifying themselves as jihadists, although a small percentage of Muslims, are increasing in both number and geographic dispersion.

* If this trend continues, threats to US interests at home and abroad will become more diverse, leading to increasing attacks worldwide.

* Greater pluralism and more responsive political systems in Muslim majority nations would alleviate some of the grievances jihadists exploit. Over time, such progress, together with sustained, multifaceted programs targeting the vulnerabilities of the jihadist movement and continued pressure on al-Qa’ida, could erode support for the jihadists.

We assess that the global jihadist movement is decentralized, lacks a coherent global strategy, and is becoming more diffuse. New jihadist networks and cells, with anti-American agendas, are increasingly likely to emerge. The confluence of shared purpose and dispersed actors will make it harder to find and undermine jihadist groups.

* We assess that the operational threat from self-radicalized cells will grow in importance to US counterterrorism efforts, particularly abroad but also in the Homeland.

* The jihadists regard Europe as an important venue for attacking Western interests. Extremist networks inside the extensive Muslim diasporas in Europe facilitate recruitment and staging for urban attacks, as illustrated by the 2004 Madrid and 2005 London bombings.

We assess that the Iraq jihad is shaping a new generation of terrorist leaders and operatives; perceived jihadist success there would inspire more fighters to continue the struggle elsewhere.

* The Iraq conflict has become the "cause celebre" for jihadists, breeding a deep resentment of US involvement in the Muslim world and cultivating supporters for the global jihadist movement. Should jihadists leaving Iraq perceive themselves, and be perceived, to have failed, we judge fewer fighters will be inspired to carry on the fight.

We assess that the underlying factors fueling the spread of the movement outweigh its vulnerabilities and are likely to do so for the duration of the timeframe of this Estimate.

* Four underlying factors are fueling the spread of the jihadist movement: (1) Entrenched grievances, such as corruption, injustice, and fear of Western domination, leading to anger, humiliation, and a sense of powerlessness; (2) the Iraq "jihad" (3) the slow pace of real and sustained economic, social, and political reforms in many Muslim majority nations; and (4) pervasive anti-US sentiment among most Muslims - all of which jihadists exploit.

Concomitant vulnerabilities in the jihadist movement have emerged that, if fully exposed and exploited, could begin to slow the spread of the movement. They include dependence on the continuation of Muslim-related conflicts, the limited appeal of the jihadists' radical ideology, the emergence of respected voices of moderation, and criticism of the violent tactics employed against mostly Muslim citizens.

* The jihadistsí greatest vulnerability is that their ultimate political solution - an ultra-conservative interpretation of sharia-based governance spanning the Muslim world - is unpopular with the vast majority of Muslims. Exposing the religious and political straitjacket that is implied by the jihadists' propaganda would help to divide them from the audiences they seek to persuade.

* Recent condemnations of violence and extremist religious interpretations by a few notable Muslim clerics signal a trend that could facilitate the growth of a constructive alternative to jihadist ideology: peaceful political activism. This also could lead to the consistent and dynamic participation of broader Muslim communities in rejecting violence, reducing the ability of radicals to capitalize on passive community support. In this way, the Muslim mainstream emerges as the most powerful weapon in the war on terror.

* Countering the spread of the jihadist movement will require coordinated multilateral efforts that go well beyond operations to capture or kill terrorist leaders.

If democratic reform efforts in Muslim majority nations progress over the next five years, political participation probably would drive a wedge between intransigent extremists and groups willing to use the political process to achieve their local objectives. Nonetheless, attendant reforms and potentially destabilizing transitions will create new opportunities for jihadists to exploit.

Al-Qa’ida, now merged with Abu Mus’ab al-Zarqawi’s network, is exploiting the situation in Iraq to attract new recruits and donors and to maintain its leadership role.

* The loss of key leaders, particularly Usama Bin Ladin, Ayman al-Zawahiri, and al-Zarqawi, in rapid succession, probably would cause the group to fracture into smaller groups. Although like-minded individuals would endeavor to carry on the mission, the loss of these key leaders would exacerbate strains and disagreements. We assess that the resulting splinter groups would, at least for a time, pose a less serious threat to US interests than does al-Qa'ida.

* Should al-Zarqawi continue to evade capture and scale back attacks against Muslims, we assess he could broaden his popular appeal and present a global threat.

* The increased role of Iraqis in managing the operations of al-Qa'ida in Iraq might lead veteran foreign jihadists to focus their efforts on external operations.

Other affiliated Sunni extremist organizations, such as Jemaah Islamiya, Ansar al-Sunnah, and several North African groups, unless countered, are likely to expand their reach and become more capable of multiple and/or mass-casualty attacks outside their traditional areas of operation.

* We assess that such groups pose less of a danger to the Homeland than does al-Qa'ida but will pose varying degrees of threat to our allies and to US interests abroad. The focus of their attacks is likely to ebb and flow between local regime targets and regional or global ones.

We judge that most jihadist groups - both well-known and newly formed - will use improvised explosive devices and suicide attacks focused primarily on soft targets to implement their asymmetric warfare strategy, and that they will attempt to conduct sustained terrorist attacks in urban environments. Fighters with experience in Iraq are a potential source of leadership for jihadists pursuing these tactics.

* CBRN capabilities will continue to be sought by jihadist groups.

While Iran, and to a lesser extent Syria, remain the most active state sponsors of terrorism, many other states will be unable to prevent territory or resources from being exploited by terrorists.

Anti-US and anti-globalization sentiment is on the rise and fueling other radical ideologies. This could prompt some leftist, nationalist, or separatist groups to adopt terrorist methods to attack US interests. The radicalization process is occurring more quickly, more widely, and more anonymously in the Internet age, raising the likelihood of surprise attacks by unknown groups whose members and supporters may be difficult to pinpoint.

 We judge that groups of all stripes will increasingly use the Internet to communicate, propagandize, recruit, train, and obtain logistical and financial support.

SOURCE:
http://www.dni.gov 



8. Asset Management Network News
For the first anniversary of the 7 July London bombings, we compiled "Report of the Official Account of the Bombings in Haven't heard of botnets? Not sure if nanotechnology is an idea or a threat? Heard about disaster plans but don't have one? Want to educate your own staff about insider threats? Need a list of companies that provide biometric identification products?  Have you read a news topic where we didn't provide enough background, or missed a major issue on your radar screen? Contact us with questions, or consider our custom research and report services, for internal use or customized information distribution. 

