Grading Rubric for the Research Final Paper, Soc 413, Summer 2007

	
	30 - 24 points
	23-18 points
	17-12 points
	11-6 points
	0-5 points

	Ideas
	Excels in responding to assignment. Addresses all the sections outlined in the assignment guideline. Presents analytical voice through out each section. States a clear thesis.
	A solid paper, responding appropriately to assignment. Begins to address important ideas in each section or slightly uneven coverage within sections. Analytical voice present but not strong through out. Has a thesis but may not be totally clear or relevant.
	Adequate but weaker and less effective, possibly responding less well to assignment. Presents ideas in each section, however, only addresses each goal superficially. Analytical voice weaker. Thesis statement less clear.


	Does not adequately address the assignment. Ideas, analytical voice, and thesis may be present but not relevant or accurate.
	Does not respond to the assignment, lacks depth in the various sections, and may neglect thesis statement and analytical voice.

	Support
	Incorporates evidence appropriately, such as studies, statistics, and learning module lectures. Provides sufficient evidence and explanation to convince. Draws on diverse sources within the sections. May include experiences from own life. 
	Begins to incorporate evidence appropriately, such as studies, statistics, and learning module lectures. Has some or uneven evidence and/or explanation to convince. Weaker links to main idea of the paper. Its examples bear some relevance.
	Often uses generalizations to support its points. May use examples, but they may be obvious or not relevant. Assumes that evidence speaks for itself and needs no application to the point being discussed.


	Depends on clichés or overgeneralizations for support, or offers little evidence of any kind.
	Uses irrelevant details or lacks supporting evidence entirely. May be unduly brief.

	Bibliography & Citations
	Bibliography meets or exceeds minimum requirements. Citation style appropriate and consistent. 
	Bibliography may be slightly lacking. Citation style appropriate but may not be consistent.
	Bibliography is not sufficient and citation style incorrect, inconsistent.
	Bibliography is severely insufficient and citation style incorrect, inconsistent.


	No bibliography, minimum citations, if any. 

	Mechanics
	Almost entirely free of spelling, punctuation, syntax, and grammatical errors. 
	May contain a few errors, which may distract the reader but not impede understanding. 
	Contains several mechanical errors, which may temporarily confuse the reader but not impede the overall understanding. 
	Contains either many mechanical errors or a few important errors that block the reader’s understanding and ability to see connections between thoughts.


	Contains so many mechanical errors that it is impossible for the reader to follow the thinking from sentence to sentence.


