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Soc 413: Sociology of Education

Theme: Schooling and Inequality

Professor Marisol Clark-Ibáñez (MCI)

“My primary concern is your learning.” 

CRNs: 30091 and 30202

Format: Fully Online

Optional In-Person Orientation: Wednesday, May 30, 3 – 5pm, KEL 3400

Consultation Hours: 

• Course WebMail (email me your questions, concerns)

• Appointment on campus (CRA 6206) (to meet in person) 

• Appointment to meet in Chat Room (to have an interactive experience) 

GUIDING QUESTIONS FOR THE COURSE

•  In what ways does schooling as a process and an institution create and maintain inequality in the U.S.? In Southern California?

•  Through what mechanisms is inequality created and maintained?

•  How can people in groups and organizations act to subvert the processes and institutions that maintain inequality?

MAJOR ASSUMPTIONS OF THE COURSE

•  We are not simply individuals with complete autonomy and self-determination, but rather social beings who both shape and are shaped by the social world in which we live.

•  A sociological analysis of education is useful, valid, and worth developing.

•  Social justice is worth striving for. Therefore, it is important to study social structures that create inequalities of race, class, gender, and sexuality. By studying these structures, we can figure out how to disrupt them.

COURSE GOALS

1. Understand the sociological perspective on schooling.

2. Analyze aspects of schooling from a sociological perspective.

3. Learn how to build convincing arguments using concepts and evidence.

4. Communicate your thoughts effectively in writing.

5. Learn to make effective, creative, and informative arguments using research.

6. Use sociological insights to make sense of your own schooling.

7. Understand how various mechanisms of inequality operate in schools.

8. Collect data through the Internet to better understand contemporary issues in education.

9. Express yourself and your knowledge of sociology through non-traditional mediums.

10. Learn how to discuss sociology in an engaging manner in an online environment.

COURSE TEXTS

Our only course textbook is a reader that I assembled that contains journal articles and book chapters. The material is specifically tailored to our class. You must do your readings to pass this class! The reading schedule is near the end of this syllabus. 

It is available at Copy Serve located at 754 S. Rancho Santa Fe Road, telephone: 760.599.9923. Directions from campus: go west on San Marcos Blvd. And then turn right in the Savon mini-mall just after you cross Rancho Santa Fe Road. Near specialty meat store.  See reading list with full citations in the back of syllabus. Open Monday through Friday from 9am – 6pm. 

Note:  

•  Students with disabilities who require academic accommodations must be approved for services by providing appropriate and recent documentation to the Office of Disabled Students Services. This office is located in Craven 5205 and can be contacted by phone 750.4905 or TDD 750.4909. Students authorized by DDS to receive accommodations or who have disability related questions should email me as soon as possible. 

ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING

Student Information Sheet & Syllabus Quiz 

These are fun and introductory activities but essential for your learning. Simply complete them in the time assigned for easy points. You will receive full credit for the Syllabus Quiz, you need a perfect score and will be allowed 3 attempts to take the quiz. Each answer missed on your final/best quiz will be subtracted from the 6 points. 

**Points: 2 points for Info Sheet and 6 points possible for Syllabus Quiz, 8 8 points total. 

Discussion Board Assignments
The discussion board assignments are meant to invite thoughtful reflection and critical thinking. It is an interactive and collaborative type of assignments: you will be posting and replying to each other. This is the biggest factor of your final grade! You will have about two discussion board assignments per week. See your course schedule for exact due dates. 

You will receive grades for each post/reply along the way so that you will be kept up-to-date on your progress and will have the ability to work on improving your discussion skills. 

Please read more about how to successfully completing the requirements of the Discussion Board at the end of the syllabus. 

**Points: 2 points per post, 2 points per reply (you reply twice) = 6 points per discussion board prompt. You will have 10 discussion board prompt for a total of 60 points for participation. 

Reading: 

You have quite a bit of reading for each Module. This is because each summer week represents 3 weeks of a regular semester class! I have really tried to make these readings somewhat enjoyable, intriguing, and current. Do all the readings by Wednesday of each week – you need to be informed by these studies in order to do a good job posting and replying to others. You may have to reserve some weekend time to ensure that the reading gets done. Schedule your time accordingly. The reading schedule is in this syllabus. 

**Points: The evidence of your completion and understanding the readings will be incorporated into the Discussion grade. 

Final Research Paper: An Issue in Schooling 

In this paper you will examine an issue related to schooling and inequality. This paper is 20 pages long and requires that you conduct extensive research using academic and governmental resources. You must sign up for one topic but you have some leeway in how to approach the topic. See the assignment guide for more detail. We will divide up the work through summer session, so be sure to keep up on the mini-deadlines. Due: Sunday, July 9th by midnight (two days after our class ends)

**Points: 30 points 

THE COMPONENTS FOR THIS ONLINE CLASS

Some of you may have never taken an online class while others of you are experts. Regardless of your experience, each professor does her or his class differently. I want to present the tools to my online teaching and explain what I mean by them. 

Module: A week long theme where all the associated reading, activities, lecture, etc. are located. There are 5 modules in this class. 

Learning Module: The “online lecture” – material that I have written out for you about the Module’s topic. For an online class, my “lectures” spell out the main issues and frame the arguments for the week’s topic. 

Discussion Board: A space where you exchange ideas, share thoughts, and learn by actively interaction with one another. For me, it represents the heart and soul of this class. 

WebMail: E-mails that stay within the class website. Don’t use regular my regular email address. It is much easier for me to respond to you in our course’s WebMail. 

Announcements: A tool that allows me to remind you about deadlines or offer any updates or commentaries. It’s located on the home page of our course. 

Assignment Tool: Where you upload your draft and final paper. This has a plagiarism detector, so you need to be extra careful about proper citation. 

Chat Room: A forum to discuss any group work or issues. I can also meet you in “office hours” in the chat room. However, the chat room only works for PC’s and not Mac’s. 

Who’s Online: This is place where you can see who in our class is online, including me. It’s a great opportunity to instant message (IM) me or your peers. 

What to print out: Some students tell me they like to print out learning modules because it’s easier to read (compared to online) and they can read it anywhere and take notes on it to prepare for the Discussion Board assignments. 

OTHER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS

Complaints – Bring Them On! 

Complaints and venting are good…It’s actually a sign of a healthy learning community. I want to know about any complaints, difficulties, and problems you are having in the class. I will create a DB specifically designed for you to vent called, “What’s Buggin’.” You’ll know it because the icon is a bug. I will do my best to help solve the problems or at least discuss them with you. Of course, I love positive feedback too! 

Online Etiquette / Netiquette

As part of the requirements of this course, you are to contribute to the discussion board assignments: post a thoughtful paragraph in response to the assigned task, read the posts of your classmates, and post a thoughtful response to the entry of at least two of your peers. Each learning module contains a detailed explanation of your posting on the discussion board. 

A few words about communication and online discussion are in order. As you can imagine, some conversations easily become emotional, especially if we touch on people’s deeply held beliefs. Unfortunately, online posting can mislead one into thinking that cyberspace is an “anything goes” kind of forum. This isn’t the case. Civil interaction is as much expected here as in the “traditional” classroom. Below I provide some guidelines for communicating more effectively online. I will deduct points from posts that violate the spirit of these suggestions. IF I DEEM THE COMMENTS ESPECIALLY EGREGIOUS I WILL DROP YOU FROM THE CLASS. 

Keep in mind: 

1) There will be disagreement (and this is good, otherwise we will be bored). 

2) Disagreement can be very constructive; it encourages us to reconsider our own positions and either recommit, expand, or discard them.

3) I must at all times hear you debating the IDEA and not making a personal attack on an individual. Note that this is a skill to learn like any other-- how to debate and get your point heard. 

4) Personal insults and attacks impede the development of critical thought. Avoid “you” statements, which can be more easily interpreted as accusations (“you don’t know what you’re talking about” “the problem is people like you,” etc., etc.). Try, instead, to use “I” statements (“I disagree with your position on X” or “I find that Durkheim was actually saying blah…”) 

5) In addition, people have to be given the benefit of the doubt on occasion. Because this is an online class and we cannot see each other's facial expressions or hear the tone in our voices, it is important to clarify issues that are confusing. Before jumping to a conclusion and putting words in someone's mouth, ask them to clarify their point. And if someone asks you to restate your opinion, do not be afraid to restate it.

6) Finally, I will be most impressed with individuals who can incorporate course materials into their posts. A key skill you should leave college with is the ability to support your positions; this online forum is an appropriate place to hone this skill. Refer to readings and modules to support your points.

Missed Exams and Late Work

If you anticipate scheduling conflicts or other problems meeting the requirements of the class, please consult with me via Course Mail well in advance.

Postings typically cannot be made up for reasons other than a documented medical or family emergency. Reasons such as out of town weddings and trips to México are not excuses for not doing the work. This is the beauty and the curse of online courses -- they can go with you :). Make arrangements now for internet access, if you want credit for participation while you are out of the area.

I cannot stress to you how important communication is in any class, but especially an online course. I will not know what is going on with you unless you actively tell me, there will be no way for me to figure these things out on my own. You absolutely cannot communicate too much with me. 

Online teaching and learning sometimes has problems that are beyond our control. Sometimes the system goes “down” and other times your computer goes haywire. We must be patient with each other and the technology. 

Thus, I will allow for 3 late postings/replies during summer session. You still must do the work but I understand there may be delays that are outside of your control. 

Incomplete Policy

It would be very easy in an online course, such as this one, to fall behind on reading or graded work. DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN. However, if for a justifiable reason, a long-term illness or death in the family, for example, you need to take an incomplete in this course you must notify me as soon as possible so that proper arrangements can be made. Access to the materials for this online course are restricted after the course session is over, therefore, any incomplete work will have to be made up in an alternate manner.

If you are near enough to completion of the course [in other words, you just need to take the last exam], informal arrangements can probably be made.

If you are taking an incomplete that requires you to complete more than this final requirement [for example, daily discussion exercises] you will be required to retake the course in a later session or semester. All incompletes at CSUSM must be completed for a final grade within one year or the Incomplete becomes an 'F'. I cannot change the grade at that time. 

A failing or low grade is not a justifiable reason for requesting an incomplete.  Incompletes will not be given for this reason.

Extra Credit

There will be no extra credit in this class.

Questions / Comments / Concerns About the Course

An online course is extremely different from a traditional course in some ways. You won’t ever see your classmates and you probably won’t ever see me. But don’t forget we are out there. You are not taking this class alone. You need to remember to utilize everyone as resources when you have a problem.

If you have questions comments concerns or praise about assignments, lectures, readings, or anything else related to the course material and content, please either contact me via Course Mail or post a question to the Discussions tool if you think your classmates may be able to help you with it. I will not know you have a question unless you ask it, so please ask.

If you have questions comments concerns or praise about a technical part of class, something to do with email or the web pages, how to post, etc. please contact the CSUSM help desk [sth@csusm.edu or 760-750-6505]. They are an extremely valuable resource and want to help you get the most out of this class you can. 

Your computer at home might be slow or you might experience problems with the technology. You can also do your work in the computer labs on campus. During summer session, ACD 202 is open M-Th 8.30am - 7pm and the Kellogg Student Lab (on the second floor) is open M- Th 7am – 9pm, F 8am – 5pm, and Sa-Su 10am - 5pm. 

COURSE ACTIVITIES AND MODULES

This section gives an overview of the various course activities and modules. For a separate schedule – due dates – see the next section and the COURSE CALENDAR on our homepage. You may need to right-click on the yellow bar that shows up on your browser in order to download from WebCT6 for the first time. 

In a nutshell, each week will have the following components:

1) Before you begin the new module, do the first posting of the week. This usually involves your opinion or personal experience. 

2) On Monday, read the Learning Module -- think about the content and email me any questions or thoughts you have.

3) On Wednesday, finish the reading for the week and be ready to write your second discussion board posting. 

4) On Friday, reply to two others in the class and work on an aspect of your final project. 

Module 0: Introductions

The goal of this module is to introduce yourself, meet others in the class, and obtain an overview of the class.

Here is what you need to do in Module 0…

• Read Learning Module 0, “Introductions”

• Post and reply to the Discussion Board (DB), “Get to Know You” 

• Read over syllabus

• Take syllabus quiz

• Enter your information in the student information sheet

• Take “Are You Ready?” Quiz

• Read Roper’s “How Students Develop Online Learning Skills” and “Tips for the Online Student” in your course reader; it contains tips from online students and is short

By the end of this module, you should know whether your computer can handle the various components of WebCT6, you will know several other classmates, and you will have tested your familiarity of the course syllabus.

Module 1: Schooling and Inequality

The goal of this module is to learn about the state of inequality in education, some history of education, and the main theories that explain educational inequality. 

Here is what you need to do in Module 1…

• Post your opinion and reply to others on the DB, “What explains Inequality in Schools?”

• Read Learning Module 1, “History and Theories of Inequality” 

• Read the selection from the reader 

• Post and reply to the DB, “My Take on the Theories”

• Read over the assignment, “Issues in Education” and sign up for the issue you want to research and take the plagiarism quiz

Make sure you do the readings by Wednesday! 

By the end of Module 1, you should have a better understanding of the history of schooling in the United States. You will also have learned and critically thought about the theories that explain inequality in schooling. Finally, you will have been given the opportunity to reassess or further refine your personal opinions about inequality in education. 

Module 2: Class and Inequality

The goal of this module is to read and think about the ways in which being poor, middle class, and upper class can affect students’ experiences in school. 

Here is what you need to do in Module 2…

• Post your opinion and reply to others on the DB, “Does class matter?” 

• Read Learning Module 2, “Issues in Class Inequality and Schooling”

• Read the selection from the reader

• Post and reply to the DB, “The Role of Cultural Capital in Education”

• Begin your preliminary research on your final paper – write a draft of the section of your paper called, “The Issue: …” 

Make sure you do the readings by Wednesday!

By the end of this module, you should have a more clear idea of how class operates and affects students’ educational experiences, opportunities, and outcomes. You will have reflected on the idea of “cultural capital” by applying it to the reading for this week and your own life. 

Module 3: Racial Issues in Schools and Universities

The goal of this module is to introduce you to ethnographic studies on race and racism in educational settings. You will also learn about and critically assess theories such as Critical Race theory. Note: I ask that we discuss these issues in a respectful and academic way. 

Here is what you need to do in Module 3…

• Post your opinion and reply to others on the DB, “How does race affect education?” 

• Read Learning Module 3, “Issues in Racial Inequality and Schooling”

• Read the selection from the reader

• Revisit your old postings and replies – How would you revise or expand your ideas now? Post to DB, “Revisiting Race” 

• Begin collecting and reading scholarly research articles, book chapters, or books for your final paper. Decide on the 10 best studies that you will use. 

Make sure you do the readings by Wednesday!

By the end of this module, you will have gained profound new insight into how race operates in school settings. You will have been given the opportunity to adjust your initial thoughts and opinions about race – this does not mean you changed your mind! However, you will have evolved your thoughts into a more scholarly, research-based perspective. 

Module 4: Gender in Schools and Universities

The goal of this module is to explore the issues for boys and girls in school and then follow the gender dynamics into higher education. Theories of socialization and gender code will be highlighted. Your own experiences of gendered schooling will be examined. 

Here is what you need to do in Module 4…

• Post your opinion and reply to others on the DB, “My Gender Story” 

• Read Learning Module 4, “Gender in Schools”

• Read the selection from the reader

• Post and reply to the DB, “The Three Most Important Aspects of Gender in School”

• Write your literature review, “The Research,” Turn in whatever type of draft you have to me by Saturday, June 23rd in the Assignment Tool, “Draft of Final Paper.” 

Make sure you do the readings by Wednesday!

By the end of this module, I hope you will have a more complex understanding of gender. There are many complex social aspects of “why boys and girls do what they do;” a biological explanation is quite limiting! You will improve your ability to critically analyze and understand gender by reading ethnographies and studies of gender. 

Module 5: School Reform

The goal of this module to understand and critique the various approaches to school reform. Regardless of your political values, schools need change but the question is why type, how much, and who will benefit. 

Here is what you need to do in Module 5…

• Prepare for a debate online! 

• Read Learning Module 5, “School Reform”

• Read the selection from the reader

• Participate in the debate: The Battle of School Reform

• Continue to write your final paper

• Evaluate the course online

Make sure you do the readings!

By the end of the module, you will know about current reforms affecting our schools. You will have built a solid, research-based argument for your perspective. You will have been able to explain and defend your ideas to peers. 

COURSE CALENDAR

(For a handout of just the calendar, go to our course website and print out the document entitled, COURSE CALENDAR)

 Below is a day-to-day calendar to help guide your work. Be sure to note when you have a discussion board posting due! 

	Module
	Tasks 
	Date Due

	Zero
	• Read Learning Module 0, “Welcome!”

• Post and reply to the Discussion Board (DB), “Get to Know You” 

• Read over syllabus

• Take syllabus quiz

• Enter your information in the student information sheet

• Take “Are You Ready” Quiz

• Read Roper’s article
	By Midnight Sunday, June 3rd


	Module
	Tasks
	Due Date

	One

June 4th  through June 8th 
	• Post your opinion and reply to others on the DB, “What explains Inequality in Schools?”

• Read Learning Module 1, “History and Theories of Inequality” 
	By midnight Monday, June 4th (you can begin Sunday)

	
	• Read the selection from the reader 

• Post to the DB, “My Take on the Theories”


	By midnight Wednesday, June 6th 

	
	• Reply to two others on DB “My Take on the Theories”

• Read over the assignment, “Issues in Education” and sign up for the issue you want to research 

• Take the plagiarism quiz
	By midnight Saturday, June 9th 


	Module
	Tasks
	Due Date

	Two 

June 11 through June 15
	• Post your opinion and reply to others on the DB, “Does class matter?” 

• Read Learning Module 2, “Issues in Class Inequality and Schooling”
	By midnight Monday, June 11th (you can begin Sunday)

	
	• Read the selection from the reader

• Post to the DB, “The Role of Cultural Capital in Education”
	By midnight Wednesday, June 13th  

	
	• Reply to 2 others in the DB, “The Role of Cultural Capital in Education”

• Begin your preliminary research on your final paper – write a draft of the section of your paper called, “The Issue:…” 
	By midnight Saturday, June 16th 


	Module
	Tasks 
	Due Dates

	Three

June 18 through June 22


	• Post your opinion and reply to others on the DB, “How does race affect education?” 

• Read Learning Module 3, “Issues in Racial Inequality and Schooling”
	By midnight Monday, June 18th (you can begin Sunday)

	
	• Read the selection from the reader
	By midnight Wednesday, June 20th 

	
	• Revisit your old postings and replies – How would you revise or expand your ideas now? Post to DB, “Revisiting Race”

• Begin collecting and reading scholarly research articles, book chapters, or books for your final paper. Decide on the 10 best studies that you will use. 
	By midnight Saturday, June 23rd  


	Module
	Tasks
	Due Dates

	Four

June 25 through June 29 


	• Post your opinion and reply to others on the DB, “My Gender Story” 

• Read Learning Module 4, “Gender in Schools”
	By midnight Monday, June 25th 

	
	• Read the selection from the reader

• Post to the DB, “The Three Most Important Aspects of Gender in School”
	By midnight Wednesday, June 27th 

	
	• Reply to two others in the DB, “The Three Most Important Aspects of Gender in School”

• Write your literature review, “The Research” 


	By midnight Saturday, June 30th 

	
	Turn in whatever type of draft you have to me by Saturday, June 23rd in the Assignment Tool, “Draft of Final Paper.”
	By midnight, Saturday, June 30th


	Module 
	Tasks 
	Due Date

	Five

July 3 through July 7
	• Prepare for a debate online! 

• Read Learning Module 5, “School Reform”

• Read the selection from the reader


	By midnight, Monday, July 2rd 

	
	• Participate in the debate on DB: “The Battle of School Reform”
	Through out the week, participate at least 3 times until Saturday

	
	• Continue to write your final paper

• Evaluate the course online
	By midnight Saturday, July 7th 

Last Class!

	
	Turn in Final Paper! 
	By midnight, Sunday, July 8th 


Further Description of Discussion Board Assignments

Your participation grade is based on your answers to module questions and responses to classmates’ answers. Perfect participation will be posting by midnight on the assigned day and responding to at least one other person in each discussion in a thoughtful and useful manner that contributes to the discussion by midnight on the assigned day. 

Where To Post: Go to the discussion board of our class. There, you will find the topics and groups related to the discussions that week. 
How to Respond: You don’t have to respond to every point or response. However, I do want you to respond to something that is compelling, interesting, new to you, you disagree with, you agree with, etc. Do not just write: “Good job. I agree with you.” You won’t get any credit for these type of responses. If you are not sure about what makes a good response, use the course webmail to email me and I’ll be happy to explain further.

When to post: You must post your responses to module questions AND to two other students by the day it says to in the schedule. 

Early responses are just as confusing as late responses because your fellow classmates have not read the content of that module yet. 

This does not mean you can't read ahead in the modules and the books and formulate responses-- you just can't post until that day.

Professor Clark-Ibáñez’s Posts: I will also respond to your postings and replies. Usually I will address general issues I have seen in your answers as well as reemphasizing some of the more important concepts from the module if I think they need to be reemphasized. 

We will have a TA, Luke Lara (GEL instructor at CSUSM) that will be helping with grading the discussions. You can email him directly through WebMail. 

How I grade the Postings: 

Each post will be graded for each module for up to 2 points. On-time postings are within 24 hour period of the day they are assigned. So if it says June 24th you can post at 6am, noon, 9pm or 11:50pm. I will allow some leeway on the timing, for example 1am, but posts and replies that are 6 or 8 hours late will not be counted. 

2 point post includes posts that have: thoughtful commentary that specifically includes references and/or discussion to the reading and module material; personal connections when relevant; introduces new ideas and questions; and/or thoroughly addresses the prompt. Post was on-time. Several of the readings are referenced. 

1 point post includes posts that have: reference to some type of course material, some personal reference but maybe not clearly connected to course material or prompt, and/or thoroughly addresses the prompt. Post was on-time or was a “2 point” post but was late. One or two of the readings are referenced. 

0 point post includes incorrect or partial posts, no reference to relevant material, irrelevant ideas, and/or no post. 

How I grade the Replies:

Each reply will be graded for each module for up to 2 points. Typically, you need to have 2 replies per discussion board assignment. 

2 point reply include replies that explicitly references ideas in the post, gives personal commentary in constructive way, may correct an incorrect posting in a respectful way, elaborates on the ideas and questions posed in the post, reflects a good understanding of the course material, and/or brings up course material that the original post did not include but was relevant. The reply contains material that explicitly uses the more than 3 of the readings. 

1 point reply includes brief elaboration of the ideas and questions posed in the post and/or a personal response that may or may not clearly tie to the original post but relevant to the module. The reply references at least one of the readings. 

0 point reply includes brief encouragement, a statement of agreement or disagreement, unclear or offensive responses, and/or no reply. 

Note: Correct grammar or syntax is not graded but if they impede the understanding of your post or reply, then the quality of your post or reply is diminished and you will lose points. See me if you have concerns about this. 

Discussion Board (DB) Assignment Schedule

There are two types of DB assignments – one that asks your opinions and the other that asks for you to engage in this course material in a meaningful way. The opinion / personal response DB is always at the beginning of the week – do it before reading the new module. The analytical DB begins on Wednesday with your posting and ends on Saturday with your replies. 

I have tried to create as much flexibility as possible, but remember to post within the times. Don’t be too early or too late! Each posting / reply assignment is due MIDNIGHT on the due date. 

“Get to Know You” 

Personal response post and replies due: Midnight Sunday, June 3
“What explains Inequality in Schools?”
Personal response post and replies due: Monday, June 4
“My Take on the Theories” 

Your analytical post due: Wednesday, June 6
Your analytical replies (2) due: Saturday, June 9

“Does class matter?”

Personal response post and replies due: Monday, June 11

“The Role of Cultural Capital in Education” 

Your analytical post due: Wednesday, June 13
Your analytical replies (2) due: Saturday, June 16

“How does race affect education?”

Personal response post and replies due: Monday, June 18

“Revisiting Race”

Revisit and revise your postings and replies due: Saturday, June 23

“My Gender Story”

Personal response post and replies due: Monday, June 25

“The Three Most Important Aspects of Gender in School”

Your analytical post due: Wednesday, June 27
Your analytical replies (2) due: Saturday, June 30

“The Battle of School Reform”

Interactive and ongoing debate between Monday July 2nd and Saturday July; you need have at least 3 substantial debate postings.

READING SCHEDULE

All your reading should be done by Wednesday of each week. You will need to do the readings to have good posts and replies. 

Module 0: Introduction

Tips for online students, a handout assembled by the professor

Roper, Alan R. 2007. How students develop online learning skills. EDUCAUSE Quarterly, 30, 1, 5 pages. 

Module 1: Schooling and Inequality

Rogers, John; Terriquez, ,Veronica; Valladares, Siomara; and Oakes, Jeannie. 2006. California Education Opportunity Report: Roadblocks to College. UCLA Institute for Democracy, Education, and Access and the UC All Campus Consortium on Research for Diversity. 

Cohen, Elizabeth. 2004. Equitable classrooms in a changing society. Schools and Society: A Sociological Approach to Education, pp. 359-364. 

Watras, Joseph. 2004. Meeting the needs of the immigrants and of the society, 1916-1930. Philosophical Conflicts in American Education, Chapter Three. 

Gamoran, Adam. 2004. American schooling and education inequality: A forecast for the 21st century. Schools and Society: A Sociological Approach to Education, pp. 249-xx. 

Sadovnik, Alan R. 2004. Theories in the Sociology of Education. Schools and Society: A Sociological Approach to Education, pp. 7-26. 

Mehan, Hugh. 2004. Understanding inequality in schools: The contribution of interpretive studies. Schools and Society: A Sociological Approach to Education, pp. 62-72. 

Module 2: Class

Lareau, Annette. 1987. Social class differences in family-school relationships: The importance of cultural capital. Sociology of Education, 60, April, pp. 73-85.

Anyon, Jean. Social class and the hidden curriculum of work. The Hidden Curriculum and Moral Education, pp. 143-167. 

MacLeod, Jay. 1995. Ain’t No Makin’ It, Chapters 3 and 6. 

Cookson, Peter W. and Hodges-Persell, Caroline: Preparing for Power: America’s Elite Boarding Schools.

Note there are two readings on Preparing for Power, one to introduce you to the book and the other is a chapter from the book. Please read both! 

Granfield, Robert. 2000. Making it by faking it: Working-class students in an elite academic environment. Sociology: Exploring the Architecture of Everyday Life, pp. 125-134. 

Lubrano, Alfred. 2004.  Culture conflicts: First encounters with the upper classes. Limbo: Blue Collar Roots, White Collar Dreams, Chapter Four. Wiley & Sons. 

Module 3: Race

Glenn, David. 2003. Minority students with complex beliefs about ethnic identity are  found to do better in school. Chronicle of Higher Education, Monday, June 2, 2003, 3 pages. 

EPC. 2005. Who graduates in California? EPC Policy Bulletin. March 2005, 2 pages. 

Santiago, Deborah. No date. Latinos in Community Colleges. Fact Sheet by EdExcelencia.org, 1 page.

ERASE. 2002. Profiled and punished: How San Diego schools undermine Latino and African American student achievement. ERASE Initiative. Spring 2002. 

Padrón, Eduardo J. No date. A Deficit of Understanding: Confronting the Funding Crisis in Higher Education and the Threat to Low-Income and Minority Access. Miami Dade Community College. 

Auletta, Gale S. and Jones, Terry. 1994. Unmasking the myths of racism. Changing College Classrooms, pp. 165-174. 

Solórzano, Daniel G. and Villalpando, Octavio. 1998. Critical race theory, marginality, and the experiences of students of color in higher education. Sociology of Education: Emerging Perspectives, pp. 211-224. 
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Online Teaching Philosophy

Sociology of Education

Marisol Clark-Ibáñez, Ph.D. 

Interaction = Learning

My goal as your teacher is to create a class that will stimulate your learning, expand your critical analysis abilities, and further develop your sociological imagination. 

In our class, you will mainly engage in student-centered, interactive activities on the discussion board. You will probably participate more in this class than you have in a face-to-face course. This is a good thing because research shows the more actively you participate, the more you learn. This usually translates into better grades. 

Interaction requires that you keep up with course material and maintain an open mind. For me, this means that I must work to establish a learning environment that allows you to grow and construct assignments that are clear and creative. 

Learning = Application

This course requires you to apply a limited amount of sociological knowledge in various ways. First, you will analyze your own life experiences. Second, you will apply sociological concepts to current research and case studies. Third, you will collect your own data and understand your findings sociologically. Fourth, you will read about the lives of people very different from you and apply sociological theories to their experiences. Finally, you will apply all this knowledge and write an in-depth analysis about one topic in education and inequality. 

Why so many applications? Research shows that students need on the average of 18 chances to apply a concept before they truly learn it. 

Shepherd = My Teaching Personality

If I were to live in a Medieval Kingdom, I would be a shepherd. (This is according to a job personality test called, www.kingdomality.com which you will take the first week of class.) 

Shepherd fits me perfectly! As a teacher, I tend to my human flock. I understand the needs of those for whom I am responsible. Shepherds are vigilant and reliable. I realize my obligation and commitment to the well being of those entrusted to my care. Shepherds are very dependable. I try to engender a feeling of comfort and stability to those within my charge. I also must keep errant or distracting members “in line” for the good of our flock. Shepherds can be empathic, caring, understanding, practical and realistic. I strive to embody these attributes. 

As members of my flock for this summer session, I see you as students with intellectual curiosity, dreams, and your own strengths and weaknesses. I see my job as providing the ideal environment to help you fulfill your own goals and do well in this class. 

RESEARCH PAPER: ISSUES IN SCHOOLING

What is it: 20 page research paper on an educational issue

Due: Sunday, July 8th by midnight (two days after our class ends)

In this paper you will examine an issue related to schooling and inequality. This paper is 20 pages long and requires that you conduct extensive research using academic and governmental resources. 

You must sign up for one topic but you have some leeway in how to approach the topic; I provide you examples below. 

Please note that this paper is SOCIOLOGICAL. Meaning, you must demonstrate sociological analysis, perspective, and critical thinking. Do not just describe the issue that you select. Instead, present the issue and then discuss it in a sociological way. The reading that you choose will help model this thinking for you and also help provide some of the analysis. Because this is a 400 level sociology class, I am assuming that you have practiced this type of thinking already. (See below for a refresher on “What is sociological thinking.”)

TOPIC CHOICES

1) Immigration in Education

Examples: bilingual education and undocumented students in higher education

2) Mechanism of Inequality

Examples: Tracking, ability grouping, AP Classes and Testing, Gifted Programs, racial segregation in neighborhoods 

3) Racial Inequality in the University

Examples: Historically Black Universities, Hispanic Serving Institutions, community colleges, and campus racial climate

4) Violence in School

Examples: School shootings, disciplinary issues, bullying

5) Gender in School

Examples: sexism toward girls, boys getting into trouble, gender in college, gender in graduate school 

6) School Reforms

Examples: No Child Left Behind, Charter Schools, Voucher Programs, Bussing Programs, De-tracking programs (AVID) 

HOW TO STRUCTURE OF YOUR PAPER

I. Introduction (1 page) 

[Give us an overview of your paper; this should be written after your first draft of the paper is written. Write a strong thesis statement.] 

II. The Issue: [Write your issue/focus here] (2-5 pages) 

[This section lays out the background and importance of your issue]

A. Provide statistics about this issue

B. Who does this affect? 

C. What is the history of this issue

D. Convince us why this issue is so important

III. The Research (7-10 pages)

[In this section, you will lay out themes in the research on your issue. This is not the place to just describe every study that was written about the topic. You will need to read over all the studies, step back, and then decide how you are going to present all the material. This also where your analytical “voice” comes out – do you see a lot of agreement or disagreement in the studies? You are in charge of deciding how this section goes!] 

IV. Schooling and Inequality (3-5 pages)

[In this section you will discuss how the course material in our class relates and explains your issue. It is important that you explicitly cite the course readings, learning module, and discussion board materials.]

V. Conclusion (2-3 pages) 

[Here is where you discuss what discuss what to do about this issue. What types of solutions are needed? Remember to include individual and, most importantly, societal and institutional solutions. You can use suggestions from your readings and other research to help you think this through. Remember to cite correctly!]

VI. Bibliography 

[You will need to cite, in addition to our course material, 10 academic sources and 5 governmental sources. You may use magazine and newspaper sources in addition to these 15 academic and governmental sources.] 

STEP BY STEP GUIDE

Your work on this paper will be broken down into parts to better ensure your success. Here are the steps:

√  Decide on and sign up for an issue

√  Take the plagiarism quiz

√  Conduct and write up your description of the issue (Part II)

√  Begin searching for academic sources (journals, book chapters, books)

√  Create a system or way of taking notes that will help you sort through the research findings on your issue – what themes are you finding? 

√  Choose several themes to discuss when you write “The Research” (Part III)

√  (Optional) Turn in a draft to the professor by Saturday, June 29th midnight. 

√  Write the section on using course material that relates to your issue (Part IV)

√  Write the conclusion – get creative about what type of societal and institutional changes are needed to address the issues you wrote about. Be sure to cite correctly and distinguish whether it’s your idea or from another source. (Part V)

√ After reading over the draft so far, write your introduction (Part I)

√  Read over your draft now and make further revisions, turn in your draft to the assignment tool for your own “originality report”

√  Write up your bibliography – use ASA or APA style standards

√  Have someone else (in class?) read over your next-to-final draft, run spell check, and go through the paper assignment again to make sure you did not miss anything. 

√  Write a cover page with your name, section, email, and telephone on it 

√  Turn in the paper to the Assignment Tool

Academic Honesty

Be aware of plagiarism – you will be turning in your assignment through the Assignment Tool and it has a plagiarism detector. Take an academic honesty test and see how much you know about plagiarism. Also, you can use our “Turn It In Assignment Tool” to do your own “originality report” – use it as much as you would like before turning in the final draft. Go to this website for an explanation of the steps: http://courses.csusm.edu/resources/webct/webct6/tii/postasStudent.pdf 

Reminder: What is sociological thinking? 
One person’s “common sense” is another person’s “nonsense.” 

Sociological thinking is distinctive not based on what is studied but how it is studied. Sociologists believe that there is probably no such thing as “a” human nature. Non-sociological thinking does not recognize the importance of wider social forces and don’t recognize that behavior is primarily social (learned) not biological (innate). 

Here two approaches to understanding poverty:

Non-sociological explanation: People are poor because they are afraid of work, come from problem families, cannot budget properly, suffer from low intelligence.

Sociological explanation: Contemporary poverty is caused by the structure of inequality in society, and is experienced by those who suffer from a chronic irregularity of work, low wages and unemployment.

