Capturing Video from a Digital Camcorder or DV Player
With Windows Movie Maker
Capturing Video from a Digital Camcorder
Library Systems

Purpose: Capture videos from a digital camcorder or a miniDV Tape Player (DV Player) using Windows Movie Maker. This allows students to use material they have filmed in their projects.
Estimated time: About 15 minutes plus capturing time (1 min. for every minute of video footage)
Setup the Equipment

	If you’re capturing from a camcorder, make sure your camcorder is turned off for this step.

Step 1 (camcorder only): Connect the end of the firewire cable (labeled To Digital Camcorder) to your camcorder’s DV output (Figure 1).

Skip this step if you’re capturing from the DV Player.
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Figure 1
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 Note: The location of the DV output varies from camcorder to camcorder. Consult your camcorder’s manual for help.


Creating Your Video Project

	Step 2: Click on Video in the Library multimedia apps window, then click on Launch next to Movie Maker (Figure 2).

Wait until Movie Maker launches.
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Figure 2
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 Note: If you don’t see the Library Multimedia Apps window, go to Start > Programs > Video > Windows Movie Maker. 
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Figure 3 
	Step 3: Click the New Project icon (Figure 3).


Capturing from the Media

	Step 4 (camcorder only): Insert the tape/media into your camcorder if you are capturing from a camcorder.
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 Note: Most camcorders require you to have your camcorder turned off to insert/switch tapes, but check the manual if you’re unsure.
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Figure 5a
	Step 5a (DV Player only): Turn on the DV player, open the cover, and insert your tape (Figure 5a).

OR

	Step 5b (camcorder only): Turn on your camcorder to the appropriate Play mode (Figure 5b).
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Figure 5b
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 Note: Most camcorders use a playback mode to connect to a computer. However, this may differ from your camcorder. Consult your camcorder’s manual if in doubt.
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Figure 6 
	A new Video Capture Wizard window should appear.

Step 6: Select the Capture Device for your camcorder (Figure 6) or DV Player (Sony DV Device). Click Next.
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Figure 7

	Step 7: Type in a name for your video. (Figure 7).
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 Tip: keep in mind that your project may consist of several video clips from the same DVD/VHS tape, so you may wish to be more specific with your names.
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Figure 8 
	Step 8: Click Browse (Figure 7).

A new Browse for Folder window will appear.
Step 8a: From the list of Folders, find and click Local Disk (D:).

Step 8b: Click on the Make New Folder button.
Step 8c: type in a folder name for your project.

Step 8d: Click OK.
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 WARNING: Because the video files you’re capturing are very large, we do not recommend you save your files to your CSUSM H: Drive at this point. If your H: Drive runs out of space during capture, the computer may stall and you may lose your work.


Step 9: Click Next on the Video Capture Wizard window.

	Step 10: 

Choose Best quality for playback on my computer option (Figure 10).

Click Next.
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Figure 10
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Figure 11 
	Step 11: Choose Capture parts of the tape manually. Then click Next (Figure 11).


	Step 12: Play the media using the DV camera control buttons on the screen (Figure 12).
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Figure 12
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 Note: If the playback buttons on the screen are grayed out, your camcorder may not support this feature. Use your camcorder’s playback buttons to play your media.
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Figure 13 
	You’re now ready to capture your video.
Step 13: Click the Start Capture button (Figure 13).

Step 14: Click Stop Capture button when you’re done (Figure 13).

Step 15: Uncheck the Create clips when wizard finishes option (see tip below).

Step 16: Click Finish.
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 Tip: Windows Media tries to divide your capture video into smaller clips if you have the Create clips when wizard finishes option checked. However, it does not divide the clips into any logical manner and causes more trouble than it helps. Uncheck this option to prevent that from happening.
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Figure 14

	Your video should now appear in your video collection for usage (Figure 14).
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 Note: If you have more footage that you wish to capture, go to File > Capture Video, then repeat steps 6-16, skipping step 8.


You are now ready to do some editing to your video. Follow our Basic Cropping and Editing tutorial if you need help.
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 Note: Remember to save your project. Project files do not need to be saved on D:\<your_project> like captured videos. However, you still need the video files for reediting your project. To save your project, go to File > Save Project. 
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